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PREFACE 


Ik the sketches of which this book is composed, 
the author lias attempted, upon the model of one 
vivid experience, to reconstruct certain passages of 
the past. 

In each he has accumulated as well as he could 
such evidence for detail as would make an actual 
presentment of history rather than an aid to its 
realisation, The hours, the colours, the landscape, 
the weather, the language, are, as far as his learning 
permitted, the hours, the colours, the landscape, 
the weather, the language of the times and places 
he describes. 4 

The reader will of Course distinguish between 
those episodes in which the actors and events 
are purely imaginary (as, for example, in "The 
Christian ”) ; those in which some part only of the 
actors are real (as in " 'Hie Familiar ”) ; and those 
in which every detail of person and of scene is 
rigidly historical (as in " Drouet’s Ride ” or " The 
Atk-Royall ”). 
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In all of these, from the puiely imaginative to 
the puiely historical, whatever the authoi could 
venfy has been verified , but he well knows the 
impossibility of arming at a complete atcutaty 
where such minute details aie attempted 

He has desned m tlusi pages to present suc- 
cessive pictures stretching across the 2000 years of 
Christup history , in so doing he has bo< n com- 
pc lied to restrict himself to places with which he 
was himself familiarly acquainted and to authorities 
which he had the power to consult Thus the 
crossing of the Channel by sail under a light wind 
(as in “ The Two Soldiers ') lie can claim to know 
liom experience Ik lias visited the arcr\a m 
Southern lurasia winch is the scene qf “ The 
Christian, 0 and the coast of the Narbonesc which 
is that oi " I he Pagans '* Pie is familial with the 
banks of the Itchen on which 44 The Saxon School ' 
was built , and th* v ovage *ot the Greek travelled 
whose progress is imagined m lf Flu Barbarians’* 
took place in his own county * B< has sailed, as 
did 44 The Danish Boat from the North Sea over 
the bax of the Three Ri\ ers up Breydon and so to 
Noiwich and before the same wind He has often 
walked through the thickets m the valle\ of the 
Bredc, where the soldiers came m " The Night 
aft u Hastings " Like all thf World he knows iht 
Roman road to Starnes, wduch is tin road to 
“ Rnnnvmede M , the way up from the Weald, 
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through Combe on to Mount Harry, and the aspect 
of “ Lewes ” from that height is familiar to him, as 
is also the approach from the Vale of Glynde : as 
tor the flying buttresses of Weslminstei (which 
appear m " The End of Henry tV.”) he knows them 
well The Madrid of 4 ' The Familiar " he has visited 
in just such a blinding summer ; and in those 
shoals between Calais and Dunkirk, where " The 
Ark-Koyall M watched the Armada, lie has dropped 
a little anchor more than once for a few hours. 
He has passed from the Lakes to the Hudson where 
was the tragedy of M Saratoga ” ; he has paced the 
ranges upon the field where 4t The Guns at Valmy ” 
were imlimbercd ; and lie has gone upon his feet 
over the “ Guadarrama ” by that same road which 
Napoleon took with hi$ indomitable but half- 
mutinous army : men who further followed him 
some six thousand miles. 

This long list is only permitted to occupy the 
space it docs m order to assure the reader that 
the writer has tmt presumed to set dowi\ fancy 
descriptions of landscapes and of eiim&tes which 
he did not know. 

As to historical references, I must beg the indul- 
gence of the critic, but I behove I have not positively 
asserted an error nor failed to set down a consider- 
able number of minute but entertaining truths. 

Thus the loth Legion (which 1 have called a 
regiment m 14 The Two Soldiers ”) did sail undcT 
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Caesar for ' Britain from Boulogne, and from no 
otter port. There was in those days a great land- 
locked harbour from Pont-de-Rriques nght up to 
the Narrows, as the readers of the "Gaulc Ro- 
maine ” must know. The moon was at her last 
quarter (though presuming her not to be hidden 
by clouds is but fancy) there was a high lull 
just at the place where she would have been 
'rising that night —you may see it to-day. The 
Roman soldiers were recruited 1 from the Teutonic 
and the Celtic portions of Gaul; of the latter 
many did know of that grotto under Chartres 
which is among the chief historical interests of 
Europe The tide was, as I have said, on the flow 
at midnight- and so forth, 

Smularlv, the men who followed the Oueen of 
France's tumbril m the Revolution were the slouch 
mg guard I have described m “ Mr Bair’s Annoy- 
ance " ; and that scratching of the pens, that sight 
of Carnot at full length upon the floor our the 
maps, which 1 have put into “ Thermidor,” is true 
to ’the evidence we have, as is the furniture of that 
great room in which Europe was transformed 
There is another category of description con- 
tained in this book. Apart from detail ascertainable 
by research it has been necessary, for work of this 
description, to decide upon doubtful points, whore 
tvidence js conflicting and where room for doubt 
exists. Thus so great an authority as Chuquet 
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places the blowing up of the limbers at Valmy 
after the Duke of Brunswick's abortive charge and 
probably in the afternoon : I have followed what 
seems to me the plain conclusion from Kellermann. 
Similarly, there is no direct evidence as to the exact 
spot m the pass where the disaster of Roncesvalles 
took place,— we only know that it was on ‘the 
northern side of the range ; my guess at the place, 
though drawn from a close observation, is but an 
opinion. There are many such direct assertions (in- 
separable from the form of narrative) where strict 
liistory would state the thing tentatively, admit 
argument and defend a conclusion by reference 
and appendix ; but none, I think,' for which I have 
not evidence or analogy, nor one which I have not 
adopted myself only after a close reading of others’ 
views. , 

• 

X must not further extend this apology for a 
chance series of historical essays ; it may, however, 
be of interest to the reader to know that the scene 
from " The Barricade ” has been described to the 
author by men still living, who fought and were 
wounded there ; while the scene drawn from our 
English party politics in “ The Politician " was 
carefully studied upon the platform so recently as 
the year 190b. 


King’s Land* 
1908. 
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'MQTIVE t)F *THIS BOOK 

T HIS Story thnt fallows was told in the White 
Horse at Stoirington, a small town of the 
Weald. ’ 

Three men were talking. First they had talked 
of the Education Bill, and from that they had qpme 
to the General Election, and from that to discussing 
whethet men were happier under one system ot 
government than under another, and lrom that to 
the power of the mind- to the all-power of the 
mind— and from that to the Reality of Experience 
Ail these things weie discussed tn the 'White Horse 
at Storrmgton , when one of the inen said . “ 1 will 
tell you somctlung that happened to me once ’* 

11c thought a little while, and then added : “ It 
happened three Thursdays ago ” 4nd at once, 
without giving the others time to collect them- 
selves, he plunged in rapidly thus 
“ You will remember how hot it was? three Thurs- 
days ago. I was walking with my ash plant hom 
Thakeham here, and w)ien 1 came to the htlle 
dense wood near Roundabout ^ I was so oppressed 
by the weather that I thought I would sleep. 
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So I went into the wood and lay a little While with 
ray he£d on ray hand looking at the deep purple 
clouds,* which were full oUth under, in the west, 
and then in a little while l wont to sleep. It' was 
about three o'clock in theVltfimoon. 

" You know that the/e is * phase between sleep- 
ing and waking when the “mind is very conscious, 
not only of its own existence but also of every 
physical impression {for instance, it is acutely 
sensible to noise), but %uring which one does not 
choose to move, and during which, to any one who 
saw, one, one would seem to be still fast asleep. 
I had come suddenly out of my sleep into this 
condition wjjen I appreciated that I was not lving 
still. There was a regular swing beneath jne by 
which my head was now much higher than my 
feet, and again dropped back almost, but not quite, 
to a level with them. 1 had for some, minutes 
(they may have been seconds) no curiosity on 
this, for I had quite forgotten where 1 was, until a 
slight nausea took me. It was not grave, for 1 am 
used to the §ea, but it was enough to disturb me. 
At the same time, as I spread out my right hand 
uneasily, though I had not yet opened my eyes, I 
felt a damp roughness under my fingers, I threw 
out my other hand lazily ; it came upon cold iron ; 
then 1 opened my eyes wide and at the same instant 
I telt a sharp breeze on my face and with it the 
touch of spray. 



MOTIVE OF i® BOOK. , „ 

“ I had opened- my eyes at a moment in the 
swinging which I shave described whan my body 
was nearly level. I ^apuld ^ee, as I lay, nothing 
but blue-sky, very blue skv and clear, with a wind 
going over it and one or* Wo driven clouds which 
were quite white. It wal coldish weather. At 
once, as the downward %wing came and my head 
was lifted, I saw a v#id belt of brown and white 
sea running before the tail end of a gale, and in 
the same glimpse, though fhr some reason I could 
hardly move my head, 1 sdw that around me was a 
ship’s, deck and that a ship’s bulwarks stood within 
a yard of my feet. I could also see an edging ot 
sacks upon either side of me, and, moving one 
band slightly, 1 felt beneath my head a hugger- 
mugger of rope ; all the while I could smell and fed 
the damp and the* salt with which my clothes were 
scattered, 

“ The swinging was regular. I had seen that 
belt of sea for the third time, and had been thus 
staling for .just the space in whicji a hulk will roll, 
recover, and roll again in the trough of the sea, 
when I heard a loud explosion somewhat behind 
me and on my right, and with it the deck upon 
which 1 was trembled, and one cquld. hear the 
rumbling of heavy little wheels Two men, whom 
I could not see, cried out together in French, but 
it was French with an accent, that I have never 
heard, and some one from far off replied to them 



JO THE fiYE WITNESS. 

oi commanded them m a totall\ different tongue, 
which bounded to me a little like Welsh, only 
sadder* I must tell you that this gunshot was 
fired as we heeled over towards the hon/on, and 
when the dVk wluch i lay tame back again 
more level and showed* 1 the freeboard of the hulk 
well above the watu , the* came that running of 
little heavy wheels which must have meant that 
they were hauling bark a twelvr -poundei to reload 
Meanwhile, beyond all ‘these deal and neighbour- 
ing sounds was a loud’ and confused jumble of 
cuts, commands and running naked feet, the 
whole meiged info the noise made by the sea as it 
banged against us light abeam for theie seemed 
to (h no way on the ship 

'* \ ou may imagine how hard I tried to turn my 
bead for the whole thing was as fresh and new 
and stfange t0 me as a thing could possibly be, 
but as I tued to do so 1 felt so acute a pain in the 
movement of ray neck, that I dropped my chin 
again Into its oiigmal and crampgd position upon 
my chest As I did so f felt the unmistakable 
smart, the sbght iclief of tension and at the same 
time the warm trickle upon the skin which mean 
♦hat one has opened a wound, and so trull was I 
living m that new life that l remember thinking 
to myself ‘ ( urse 'it ! I have opened that wound 
dg.un 1 ' 

“ Bfhmd rat flu gun In ed again and this time 
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with a- slight change of aim, for the ricochet struck 
within my vision, topping a big, bursting wave 
about four hundred * yards off, and immediatelv 
after 1 could see, closer by, the advance of a ship 
" Two ot her masts wer^ standing, the third was 
shot away, but her rigging was little damaged, 
and there were but few shot-holes in her close 
canvas. In spile of \lie loss of her mizzon she 
leaned pietty heavily to the wind, and since her 
mainsail was, of course, gone, she carried the Eng- 
lish colours from a makeshift of a signal halvard 
on the main One would have said as she advanced 
into the belt of sea (which I caught sight of with 
every roll) that she was a transfiguie|l vessel, for 
her sajs were not dingy but lull of glory from the 
setting sun, wliose colours I new saw for the first 
time reflected upon her canvas. She had not, 
come well abreast oi us when she bore away a 
little, and immediatelv 1 saw flashes here and 
theie, both horn hei deck and from the upper line, 
of ports beneath it Her lower ports were closed, 

“ I dare say that on her log she called it a broad- 
' side, but 1 am here to testily, if ever her name is’ 
known, that she was wounded for all her finery, 
for the broadside was very disjointed. Anyhow, 
just as the smoke rose and half hid her lower ng- 
gmg, but before the gale had blown it away, 1 
heard two heavy thuds, one of which was followed 
by the stove bending inward and then the crashing 
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down of a portion of the bulwark at my feet, The 
edge of a panel came upon my leg, but it came 
slowly and' did not hurt me ; moreover the weight 
of it was suppled by an iron stanchion upon 
which it fell. 

“ There was little reply from our side. There 
came a good deal of shouting from behind me, and 
from what 1 judged to be, by the motion of the 
ship, the forward pait, but no gun was fired, and 
one could hear no distinct command. A tew 
of those naked feet ran up the decks not far from 
my head. I could hoar their steps upon the wet 

planking, and I could feel the vibration oi the 
wood. 

“ The vessel before us, which had come a little 
into the wind, went oil again, and I know that 
-she was preparing for another piece of combined 
fire. It came, and as I waited for its effect, there 
seemed to come a report infinitely louder, all around 
me as it were, taking up the whole air and darkening 
it, and shocking me into an instant vitality which 
,was at the same time a complete confusion. I 
thought in a sort of way of my wound and kneed * 
myself half upright, but as I did so. still quite bhnd, 

J>r, as it seemed to me, in an impenetrable darkness, 

I knew that I bad torn it again. Where there 
had befoie been a trickle I now felt a rush of blood, 
and that awful weakness and loss of 9 clf which 
comes from a sudden spending of blood fell upon me. 
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i , . i«d my eyes irith tire glance *d!ii& men 
tin v despair, and t again saw cWly the 
tm \ ^ of trw, the thunderclouds, and the hot 
, \ o\ su*i'x, 

l' or a little while \ stilt felt the weakness which 
was, perhaps, only the weakness of my sleep. It 
passed away, I got up and walked add came into 
this town. 

" What do you make of tljat experience 5 ” 

When he bad asked this question he continued 
silent for a little while, and he got no answer. He 
added ” It was as real as any reality that 1 have 
known ...” 

His face, as he Spoke, and his accent were the 
face aiijj accent of a man remembering something 
recent, detailed and clear; and surely what had 
happened to him was this, that time had overlapped 
on him ... he had been on board the Jacobin 
just at the end of the fighting on June i, 1794. 
t Hearing such a talc I wondered whether it might 
noi be possible, by an ifitoxt of the will as by an 
accident, to live for some moments m the past 
and to see the things that had been, stand and 
live before one. In such an attempt and from 
such an occasion I began to write the passages 
which arc now collected m this book. ' 




THE TWO SOLDIERS 

AUOWSl 20, B.C. ss 

i 

Hpon August 76, 8 t 55, Julius C a&ar sailed ftuin Sen 
loptir with two lemons lor the invasion of Biitdin 
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AtlCUSt 26, B.C. 55 

T HE night was very warm in Picardy, for August 
was not yet done, anil the heated air of the 
day still quivered over the bare stubble of the 
hillsides upon either side of the grcht landlocked 
harbour, when that famous regiment, the Tenth, the 
greatest of the Roman Legions, stood formed along 
the qu£y; along that quay lay for a mile and 
more, all the way from Pont-de-Briques northwards, 
a great mass of transports with their gangways 
fixed and everything ready for going aboard. Tip 
waning quarter-moon shone fully upon the ranks 
of men, bit she was red and near the horizon, 
using beyond that main hill to the east which hid 
the plains beyond. It was not yet midnight. 

As the men stood at case in the ranks talking to 
each other in low tones, a non-commissioned officer 
came rapidly down the water front, glancing with 
quick eyes to note, where the lanterns shone on 
them, the numbers ot the companies; for these 
were maikcd in rough white figures upon little 
boards which stood in the ground. Then when he 
found the one he wanted he approached his com- 
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rade fa. command and communicated an order. 
That comrade turntgd and called out in Latin two 
names, whereat two^men, certainly not Roman, 
and men whose true names were very different 
from Char ‘regimental sound, Stepped out quickly 
and' stood together. They were the artificers of 
their flection, and were dsffted for the catapults 
upon the faster ships, the galleys that lay towards 
the mouth of the harbour. The one man, who 
was short, verv broad-shouldered, bullet-headed, 
vivacious and young, hhd for his name Kerdoc ; 
the other, who was tall, softer in the flesh, with 
heavy limbs, and pale, rather uncertain blue eyes, 
was called Chlotlur , the first was from the Beauce, 
from the edge of that plain, half a day’s nuich 
or mote beyond Chartres and the upper waters of 
the Eure, the second from the eastern slopes of the 
Vosges, where a cosy little wooden village had 
nouiished Ins boyhood, high upon the mountain side 
from Wbehce could be seen far off the forests of the 
Allmen. 

Many other artificers so selected were drafted 
in until a column of perhaps a hundred had been 
formed, then they marched them op the long wharf 
of wooden piles, got them aboard the first List 
galley, bade them ship the gangway, and at last 
left them free as the sailors ; some of them cast 
off, some of them raq to stand at the halyards. 

The moon was high when all these preparations 
were accomplished, but the air was still very warm, 
the stars showed but thinly through the summer 
haze ; from the south-west right up the valley of 
the harbour towards the sea blew a faint but steady 
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bueze. The galleys weighed, and with very gentle 
and ihythmical stfplces of the oars they’ dropped 
m hie down the sluggish cbt^of the neap tide till' 
they came to the narrow month of this great port 
of Iclit and took the open sea. 

Kerdor and Chlothar, the elder and the younger, 
the short man and the^all, tlie dark man and the 
fm, leant over the bulwark ol the weather side 
and watched, with some fear but with a great 
exhilaration, tins new element the sea. 

Slight as the wind was, there was not a little 
lump upon the bar of the Liane, and each of them 
had a qualm of sickness, but ierv soon, when thev 
w'ere well out of the narrow”*, the galley w\ts put 
before the wind and the steady run of the vessel 
e.r-ed them All that the} heard and saw filled 
them wtli life : the new noise of the water along- 
side, the creaking of the coidage, the high sing- 
song mes of the sailors when an order was given 
to haul, arid the even beat of the oars f as also, 
above them, an infinite expanse of sky ; before 
them, as it "seemed, an infinite, expanse of water 
m the dusk oi the night. In one place they could 
see over theii shoulders the indistinct mass of 
Gnsncz rising above, the coast and blotting out 
the few hon/on stars 4 upon all the rest ot the ring 
aiound them, from the, extreme * south-west to the 
< ast, there was nothing byt a $azy line where the 
ciaik sea mingled with the night Sky. Very soon 
the motion of the ship seemed to change* the sea 
grew easier, though the wind was steady, and the 
bows took the water ^ith a longer sweep, because 
the tide had turned and was now running slowly 
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eastward up the Straits. In an hour it began to be 

lighti . ' / 

Fifet, the little sea^ showed fresh and grey under 
the beginaiugs of dawn, than colours slowly .grew 
both' upoprae water and upon tire slaps around ; 
at lait tfouid be made out like a picture* the whole 
sweep* of the Gallic shores for they had gone but 
few miles under the light air and against the ebb 
during the last hours of darkness^ 

With the flood tide, however, and the breeze 
still holding they madd. mor^V rapidly out lowaid 
mid-Chanrtcl, jpd when th# shir sprang up above 
the eastern edge of the world they could cleaily sec 
before them tire newsshore which they had hitherto 
but dimly perceived on specially clear days from 
the heights of .the camp above Boulogne. It was a 
long, low lipe of dirty white.’as yet miles sjjid miles 
away, and inking at either end into a flat that did 
not show above the sea. With the exhilaration 
of the dSyhght the conversation of the two men 
grew animated and full: They conversed in the 
Pidgin Latin of t,hc regiment, the One with the 
sharp hammered accents and thin vowels of the 
Gaul, the other with the slurred gutturals of the 
German. 

And first they talked of the miseries and mis- 
fortune of the service, and agreed upon tlmr bad 
luck that they should have been picked out of 
their regimegt (a hard enough service, God knows I) 
to herd with ' common barbarians, who were not 
soldiers but mechanics, for each had (though it 
was not the form ofiihe army to show it) a swelling 
piide in tlje Tenths and, indeed, it was a famous 
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regiment, and c|pstined to ap astonishing destiny 
— ioi when all of those then serving should be dead, 
eighty-seven yeans later and more, the Tenth were 
to garrison Jerusalem and to furnish the guard on 
Calvary: t <. 

Next, theri, as ’the morning grew and the sun 
of August rose, thtbwing long shadow® erf ships 
athwart the sea, they tamed of the danger of such 
voyages , talkktg bombastically like landsmen, and 
thinking that m^this calm night they had passed 
through perils. , t 

“ But 1 caflftot ’drown,” said Kerdoc wisely, 
wagging his head* ^ I hav$ a charm against, water, 
and I cannot die by it ! ” 

" Show me your charm,’* said Chlothar, a little 
sulkily, foi he was ’jealous of so much power. 

Ker’oc hesitated somewhat y it#was a great 
confidence ; then he remembered how long Cblo- 
tliar and he had ‘marchfa' sidtuby sid#*~nearly a 
year altogether— and he furtively pulled a little 
inonze modal from his neck, where it hung by a 
chain, and showed it in the paltn of his hand to his 
comrade. There was a crescent moon stamped 
upon it, with a star on either tip, and in the curve 
of the crescent the fac,e of a goddess. t H 
Chlothar looked at if with horror. He thrust 
out the fore and kittle fingers of his right hand, 
clenching the others, and put Ills hand out over the 
sea, making the s%n of the Horned aGod who pro- 
tected him from the influence of the Moofi ; then 
he said in a slow, bat angry, manner i * l Put it 
away ; I will not look at a figure of the Moon. 
He is evil ! ” 
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Kerdoc was stung in his quiqjk nature bv the 
insult, but pfbud in his vanity at the cffed and 
power of his charm , his vanity conquered and 
he said with Somewhat ridicultiis swagger . " The 
priests gave it me , ot rather/’ he added sly]> , 
“ they gave it me as against a rich offering I got 
it in the Grotto where they’ sacrifice tb the Virgin 
who shall bear a bon ” ▼ 

The German knew that fatnpus^ulace, and could 
not avoid an expression of respeejf yKefdoc quickly 
took advantage of thatmood to exalt himself 
“ That (grotto," he said, “is tgRHin the limits 
of my trib« , my mother had a. cousin who was 
priest theie underground ” 

Ohlothar said n<J$hiW but looked sullen for 
some tune, and then said bjffcfly # Time may 
cOme and tli# army will do hurt in vour visage < ” 
It was a commoiWtaunl in the regiment against all 
newly enlisted and Kerdoc* let it pass bv, 
but he was still lore when he remembered the 
gesture the German had made to his Goddess, and 
for Aome time there was silence between them, 
and both men looked ovei the side 
They were now, however, close under the British 
shorq, and th<^ activity of the men about them, 
sailors sluftmg ropes, tautening sheets, or running 
forward with bare feet to execute a command, 
showed them that 1 Change had come upon tlieir 
journey. Thantfwod had dropped, t long smooth 
swell had taken the place of the small choppy 
waves, *w water was already slack and just upon 
the ebb again, when — to one command which the 
tnifopets sounded* down the line of galleys — the 
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anchors weie dropped and th# boats aWung roupd 
ea-.t and west, head to stream, all mmnk trader 
ihf < halk walls of ** 

Upon the skyline along the edge of the cliffs, 
hiding the burnt traranter turf with their iftultitude, 
were thousand'fupon thousands of the islanders. 

1 hty kept but a little ordei , at every lew yards 
among the m&ss a taUer figure showed upon, the 
platform of a chariot, the whole host wawm&Wlg t 
and si (tiling liklfa ooliupn ot ants, and fetMr at 
that d'stance could be heard fiom time to time 
o\u tin canying^surfacu of the "Water a whirl of 
distant cheets, or TObte (lcuilv the bn&uMjB of 
short ronchs blown loddly and discorjls®^ ra 
rmdom deliance 1 , NOW and again sonje of 
tin m would hurl hu> spear over the edge of the 
< lift till it h )1 Upon the chalk at the base. Or, by 
souk (NcCptiopal hat, just pftssed the ttife-lme of 
the sea, and caught the surf where the swell of the 
high tide bioke agamst.ihe shore 
All tins the two soldiers of the Tenth watched 
cunously Chlothar said . " I Wonder how they 
(omc on!" To him, a$ to all private soldiery 
the indolent prospett of approaching action (how- 
ever insignificant the action pioimsed to be) wms 
unpleasing g 

Keidoc assumed a different nwod 1 can tell 
\ou," he said, affecting art experience which his 
youth did not possess, “ they ato Gwdatish men ; 

I have heard th&m called Gw enti&h mftriM Now men 
of the Gwent tight by rushesi and are easily broken 
We have som< such td* the noith Ot us at home.. 
Thee cannot bi 1 ak a line , it is ill looks and shouting. 

z 
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My father 'has fougfal against Gwentish men,” he 
added apologetically, seeing a look oi bovine doubt 
in Chlolhar's eye, and recognising that his criticism 
cjf the fitting had been vague’ J " 1 do not say that 
1 have, my father has.. Sometimes the men of 
Our village would fight t^era in a bifid, and some- 
times two by two for a prize.” 
**##'**# 
lie sun rose to his meridian and declined, the 
fleet* still lay upon the oily sea glider tile heat at 
anchor, when toward mid-afternoon the breeze rose 
again, and as it rose the galleyaskwly swung round, 
bringing their sterns from well to east as the tide 
returned, With that moment was peiccived, alter 
so many hours, the group of the heavy transports 
bowling up from the south-west with tlu- wind and 
the »ea together, but of the cavalry that should have 
appeared tft the left of that fleet in the little ships 
from Amblctefise there was not a sign. 

‘ A pinnace se#put from a central galley to meet 
the newcomers with orders* and on the deck oi that 
galley stood the great awning of Tynan doth which 
wwered Caesar. 
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A,D, 


In (he ;wr 170 a,I>* the Emperor Maps Aurelius 
attinog the «ont of the enemies of the Mb, still lived 
The town of Thpts in the Ihwijcc of Airloa (now Ei 
Djem In Tunis) was the most important jf the great towns 

m>iir flirt IWrt It lias fticarmpurwl ™ 
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179 A.D. * 

I N the year T79 of our salvation, but 933 of the 
Foundation of the City, there came in from the 
baie and burnt countryside into the town of Thyrsus, 
in the province of Africa, a young man, fat, wealthy 
and good-natured, bearing the "absurd name of Psyt> 
tyx. He jiad on a beautiful white cloak, caught A 
on his shoulder by a brooch made of a large amutSpfo 
and engraved with magical signs. Round the %e 
of this cloak was a narrow purple band. Them 
walked by his side in a familiar manner an aged 
slave, dressed ui nn expensive way, and wearing 
those boots which the Cauls had made fashionable 
m Rome itself, but which only a foolish vanity 
would make a man wear on the edge of the Sahara. 

The old slave grumbled as he went, but this did 
not disturb the smiling face of the fat youth, who 
seemed contented with the world in general ; and 
hi paiticular with his present business, which was 
to meet at a tavern just within the gates of the city 
certain gladiators who were the next day to fight in 
the arena. 

He and his slave passed through the gate, where 
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there was a jostling of ev^ry kind of man, Scandi- 
navian mercenaries, a dull German Centurion of the 
Guard, negroes and Nomads from the sands ; he 
turned at once on the left to the little tavern and 
wa& greeted by the innkeeper, whom he greeted in 
return. Seated at a wooden table were a dozen 
meft, among whom a huge Illyrian was prominent 
with his brutal, happy face, and next him a small 
agife Greek with a black pointed beard and restless 
eyes. There also was a long- jawed Iberian with 
very short hair and a cruel solemnity of face, and a 
Syrian who looked so soft one might have thought 
him a moneylender — but on three occasions he had 
killed his man, for he was very dexterous with the 
curved sword, and would fight with no other Sepa- 
rate from these and sitting quite a yard apart from 
them was a person of a very different sort One 
could tell him at once for a freedman.' He was 
awkward in his gestures and nervous and shy. He 
also was eating and drinking as the others, but 
apologetically, as it, were, with his cup half full 
and playing with his plate. This man was a Chris- 
tian. He was of no great size of body, and seemed 
even more ill-chosen than the byrian for the fight 
that was to be held on the morrow. 

Esyttyx, as he sat down among them all, gazed 
curiously on tliis figure, for, like all men whose 
wealth has permitted them education and travel, 
he was not off aided but interested by exceptional 
beings. their cups in salutation to 

Bsyttyx, jro. tol/ when he had called for wme and 
water, rapid - h%Csaluting them in return. But he 
could noypgep nfs cyps from wandering perpetually 



THE CHRISTIAN. 39 

towards the stranger, though his business was with 
the others, several of whom he maintained at his 
own expense, and upon all of whom he had made 
bets, One way or the other ; upon the Illyrian in 
particular he had a book which gave odds on for 
Ins survival the next day, and evens that he Would 
not be wounded ; a foolish bet, for this big man 
was somewhat clumsy. 

The Illyrian greeted him most noisily, like a sort 
of brother, the Greek most courteously ; the Syrian 
alone betrayed an obsequious manner distasteful 
to our Western idea, but one already gaining upon 
the Roman world When a poor man spoke to a rich 
one. The others nodded or murmured his name. 
The Christian alone Sat silent. 

“ Well now, Psyttyx," said the Illyrian in a coarse 
accent, '“here you are Up to time, bringing Geta 
with you, and your absurd name as well.” He 
laughed loudly at this, but the others looked a little 
f lightened. 

" It is a good name,” said Psyttyx, “ and African ; 
and you well know that I do not put in a fiddle- 
faddle ot cognomens, as is too much the custom. 
Now your name no one knows, and did he know 
it, he could not pronounce so barbarous a tangle.” 
The laugh was against the Illyrian. Thai Psyttyx 
turned, for he had a soft heart, to the silent stranger 
and said : " Will you not drink with me ? ” 

“ They won't let him drink,” sneered the Syrian, 
“ he is a Christian ; their priests forbid them this.” 

“ Oh no,” said the Christian eagerly ; ** that is a 
heresy, I assure you ! It is a heresy in special Of 
the bishopric of Ephesus and has been condemned.” 
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"What on eaith is all tins " said Psvtty*, 
gieatlv puzzled and beginning to be amused 
The Christian seeing that he had made himself 
ridiculous was silent and bln died 

' They sent lain htr< ’ said the Ilhuan Tit 
did lot < 01 m ot his own actord " 

' Is that so sin! Ps\ttyx 
The Oinstian gulping down a weak sob uoddid 
las hi ad 

“ Wa< it a peinltt > ' -aid Psvu\\, leunng <oi- 
wa> (1 

'I he Christian shook his head negitmly and - nd 
m t void ju t iliove a vvluspoi ' \o it was m 
an allotment 

“ Ik inadi a nugnal ngn ’ said the IJlynan with 
JiiotluH guffia and tluv <iffm <1 luni lus ihuiu 
in the an na, and lit had the sense to take it Mak< 
that sign again now” he addtd leaning foiwud 
md looking down the Uble at the ntivous littli 
man “ we wont blab liny all looked curiousl\ 
at the strange, t but lit only shook Ins head ag an 
like a man wlio furs to make a fool of lnmstlf and 
who wishes that iu weie dsewln'u 
" If you like ’ s,ud Psyttvx, quilt suiously “ I 
will spe ak to tin magistrate^ ’ But the Christian 
with an unploung look ui lus eyes, loihade him In 
lus hi ait of hearts he hopid things might go will 
with him, and lit knew that a man who had 
vittorv ui the arena pleased the populace ot the 
town and would be moio or less immune for the 
futun f 

I thauk you heartily,” he said in lus low voice 
an ) ,pe$fckuig to P-ittvx alone as though the other-. 
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wore not present, “ but I will not risk imprisonment 
and the loss ot the Holy Mysteries.' 1 

“ What mysteries are those ? " said the Greet, 
vastly interested at once at the mention of the word. 

The Christian shook Ins head again “ We may 
not mention them,” he said * '* But,” and here in 
exalted look came into his eyes, ” they give us 
power over life and death, so tliat we call ourselves 
„the Sons of God.” 

" It is this damned setrecy of theirs,” growler! 
the IUyrian, “ which puts people’s hacks up ! No 
wonder they get badgered 1 " 

V Nonsense,” said the Greek shortly, ” you must 
have secrecy if you have mysteries I have been 
initialed into three myself,” he said with no little 
pride, “ and you,” he said, turning to the Syrian, 
” have yon not some such society out East ? ” The 
Syrian gave a greasy smile, shrugged his round 
shoulders and said : " Oh yes ; but only as a matter 
of form.” t 

“ So you are always saving,” said Psyttyx shortly, 
” but it is my idea that vou Levantines have east a 
sort of net over the Empire with vom lilthv leagues.” 
Then turning to the Christian ho said : ” Do come 
with me now into the Square We will buv a bunch 
of flowers and put them on the statue .of the Divine 
Emperor. I will do it, but you will be wit h me, and 
it will be publicly noticed, and you will go free.” 
The Christian shook his head again and two great 
tears came into Ins eyes. 

“ There you are again,” said the old slave, who 
had nor yet spoken. " 1 Divine Emperor ! ’ Just 
bwause you think it gentlemanly with its Army 
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tow ! But your father hates the trick and it is my 
duty to tell you so.” Psyttyx was a good deal 
annoyed and said : “ All right, ‘ the Emperor,’ then, 
if j$u like.” 

•He is a good fellow is the Emperor,” said the 
Illyrian, and they all murmured assent; then he 
added thoughtfully, " but a fool.” 

" And he rides badly,” put in the Greek , " I have 
seen him.” Then he turned to the Christian and 
abruptly said ; " W hat do you moan by ‘ power 
over life and death ’ ? Do you mean a magic that 
will protect you against death ? ” 

The silenf man shook his head again. , 

“Well, if you can’t do that, what on earth is the 
good of vour mysteries ? ” s;iid the Innkeeper, who 
was getting interested 

“Till me,” said the Greek, "and do speak out, 
what do these mysteries tell you of death ? ” 

“ I do not know exactly," said the Christian 
tentatively, V for 1 am still learning and am not 
admitted to the full mystery, but when the hector 
sings out the two words (which are ' aademus dkcre ’), 
1 have to go out into the Narihtx, for 1 may not hear 
the Pater Nosier." They could not restrain their 
laughter at these uncouth and meaningless words, 

“ 1 know what the Christians believe,” said the 
Illyrian loudly (for he was getting drunk). “ My 
aunt tliat kept a little shop at Solano married one 
for her second husband, and a plaguey time she had 
of it Ho was given to drink, and be never did a 
stroke of work.” 

" The Christians,” said the Innkeeper senten- 
tiously, “ worship a God, called Chrestos, at mid- 
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night ; they use the magical sign of the Egyptian 
Tau, and prostrate themselves before an image of a 
woman standing upon the moon. It is well known 
that they sometimes immolate children.” He said 
this looking at the Christian with some disfavour, 
and in the pompous tone of one who has met every 
kind of man, and who has reserved his wisdom to 
the -end of the conversation. 

" Oh rubbish ! " said Psyttyx, " the sooner you get 
these vulgar ideas out of your head the better. 
Christians are just as other men, with a little 
masonry like any of ours " They wrangled some- 
what, and as they wrangkd the Christian looked 
profoundly miserable, and said several times, “ I do 
assure von, gentlemen. ... I do assure you I " 
Then Psyttyx, who disliked a quarrel, rose, and was 
prepared to go out, but not before tye had asked his 
own two (which were the Illyrian and the Greek) 
wliat money they might need for their expenses 
before the fight next day. They said they would 
leave it to him, and he gave them four gold pieces 
oui of a purse his slave carried, for he thought it 
dishonourable to cafry coin upon his person. 
****** 

Next day at about ten o'clock in the morning, 
upon the shady side of the amphitheatre, where the 
wealthier men had reserved a few seat? from the 
public, Psyttyx watched some twenty gladiators 
going into the arepa, irom which the horses and 
animals of a sham hunting scene had just been 
driven. The slaves ran out and scattered dean 
sand, and the fight began in couples. 

One brace there was wluch could hardly be said 
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to fight, for the lots had pitted, one against the 
other, thfipoor Christian and a little, low-built, 
broad-shouldered man from Auvergne of the sort 
that can tame an animal in a day, hard as wood, 
and perfectly unfeeling. Upon these two, with ti 
sudden movement ol pitv, Psyttyx riveted his e\(js. 

The Christian, with his knees weakly bent, shuf- 
fling and awkwardly parrying, backed a wav from. (he 
first stroke-, of In-, opponent, and, amid the shouts 
and laughter ol the audience, crouched against the 
wall above which the wealthier spectators sat, They 
leant forward to see the end of the farce. Above 
Psvtty \'s shoulder the wealthiest J ew of Tlursus 
leant with an unpleasant lamiliarity, his old mouth 
grinning thinly, and on every side they abused and 
insulted the wet eh who made so poor a show lor his 
life, He had no knowledge at all of how to handle 
the short sword. He wavtd it desperately before 
the Auert gnat, who, smiling slightly and quite at 
Ins ease, was choosing where he should - strike, lie 1 
struck jusl where the neck joins the shoulder, and the 
Christian went down, his bent knees giving way at 
once, ins hands % one moment supporting the 
weight of his body, which in another moment had 
sunk upon the sand as a gush ol blood sickened him 
and spei it out the strength of his soul. In that 
attitude, attempting to lift his head, in spite of the 
severed muscles, he began the Sign of the f ross. 
Just before -he had completed it, in the mere second 
which it lakes to perform, his final exhaustion was 
upon him lie groped at his left shoulder, then his 
hand iell, and he was dead, 
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' AiiOI 1 170 A II 


At tin end oi the fourth uutmv, ilv»ut " 70 , Lnghnd ^ 
highly pjpuhbd the oilicnl linguist wa iatut the 
hug< gaubnuswfu those oi aRwnii nm\ lbe(ithc>U< 
Iairhua (iutiU} iWi^rd th uphmm\ d the gourn 
ms da s nucKd >i stmbd it it I hi* wi dtl ^ } t \)ucr 
(of which 1 M A ugh i w 1* one ol the w 1 ill oust md most 
poputpu })ait ) wa*. mu md bv incuw ms of pctt> bar- 
bamu tub<*s ftom the noth east and wo( tx^ri to 
tniov the ^dvttiftu* of a lugi wih dim v otu of 
th m<msnn> v\et< m u u 1 1 an tlu circuit 

of mull \j) dh Iwm t» under tlu n 1 1 h eU \ m<K of ^nm? 
it mi the savage tountue* beyond the Ninth Si i. 
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ABOUT 370 A. 1 ). 

U PON the bank of a Suffolk river, not two miles 
from the sea, there was a large Roman house, 
already tamed by age. 

It had been large in its origin, two centuries 
before; it was larger nnw. One could trace its 
hrst form in the ugid lines of the old tiles; a big 
quadrangle with two wings. 

To these had been added by six generations of 
mcnf innumerable things. Sheds had decayed and 
had been partly renewed ; here there was a pretty 
gate, quite new, and mo’re in the scheme of the 
whole ; there statues in the false taste of an earlier 
tune were set loo formally along a central avenue ; 
while all around a mass of loots, of every colour 
and ag*e, showed how the place had spread. ’ 
ft was the spring of the year ; a sound, cold wind 
blew oft the North Sea, and March was not yet 
ended. It was long since Julian had died, and, in 
a fashion, the new order had been heard of here. 
There was a pride in the memory of Constantine, 
much official talk of the ChurclCbut no missioner 
had come to the place, even before the persecution, 
and as to those who had abandoned the gods, the 
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gods so abandoned were not so much the gods of 
thf nties as the gods of the woods. Half the gt ntry 
of the cities still worshipped Mithras, but m the 
scjtwms of wild land betwem the gioat load 1 fust 
one tribe, ihui .mother had followed its thief, and 
laid taken on the now lhtes of fnunortalitv and 
all Hu mWenos of thirst Such things appealed 
to them, and then legends were alrcad} nuvod with 
the stoi v of tin land The sat ranients tlxc\v already 
knew 

But into this great house had cOrpe nothing oi 
these things. It was the house of a General Olfira 
to whom h td been < onfided, from his fathers time, 
and jierhaps nom lurther hark Mill, the govt in 
mmt ol one Mioie 

* * # . # # 

I (ould not to-day dostube that short', so much 
have Time and tin sea desUojod it at least ( could 
not descube it In our known coast line. But I hiay 
put it thus that this nobk’s wnt and jurisdiction 
ran bom the beginning of \h«* great wall that bounds 
the Wash, onwaid anti southward down Norfolk till 
one came to the mouth of the Three Rivers Here 
w.i- a broad estuary very fra* fiom storms and 
guarded at the entry bv two forts, it is Bfeydon 
Water now Then, on southward, a line of low 
cliffs ran where now everything is covered by the 
sea, until at last tine came to a good ri ver-hai bom , 
where, lor centuries later during the silting up oi 
the gravel and the sand, men continued to talk of 
the " old lown,” the “ Aid-borough ” — and that is 
its name to-day. 

In the valley of that stneam, and, a$ I have said, 
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two miles from the noise of the sc®, was built the 
villa 

Upon that 'March day and evening there was very 
little to disturb the home The ploughing was long 
oi ci by nightfall 

The roads were safe The fields all about them 
weie too populous and too well garnered to affect 
the fears of any. 

Sacrihce had been oflered (for the day demanded 
it), and things were ready m the darkening house 
and in the quarter of the slaves for the last songs 
and tot sleep 

At their table the mustei ot the place and his sons 
ate together; their women with them. The wind 
had fallen with the sun. The pipes beneath the 
floor so warmed their room that the ail ot a British 
March entered pleasantly through the small round 
Windows, moving the curtains but slightly, and blow- 
ing but now and then upon the wick® that floated 
id their molted tallow ; for' oil was too dear for 
burning. 

One of the young men hall complained, and said 
that no nun could live without oil * he quoted 
Greek to the purpose 

His brother, older and more used to the North 
(for the younger had spent all his boyhood in Gaul), 
quoted another line from the same divine Poet, to 
the purpose that wine also w'as necessary to man. 

“ But wine wo have ! ” said the younger. 

“ Yes ! " said the older, smiling. “ But no oil ! ” 

Their father told the one that he knew nothing of 
the frontiers yet, the older that he was not used to 
them. 
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The women talked of old news, and were weary 
to hear any mention of these wilds. The rude tes- 
sellated patterns of the floor at their feet and the 
rortgh textures offended them. 

much more were they disgusted at the clumsy 
slaves, some daik, some red, all uncouth, Christian 
and local, that attempted to serve the board. The 
women would perpetually have lebuked them but 
that the master oi the house lorbade all complaint, 
believing his jiowei on this edge oi a mysterious sea 
to depend upon nothing less than violence. 

# K # # # 

‘ Their ill meal was ended. The women had gone 
to their rooms. The laughter of a local game, 
soldiers’ Latin and German and British dialects all 
mixed, came ironi the slaves’ buildings ; oft half a 
mile to seaward the small square barracks sent a 
faint echo ; when, gradually, over the cloudy and 
driven sky spread a glare that was not seen at first 
wiiliin the cuitains of the little room, whete the 
commander and his two sons still sat at bad wine 
and slow converse. A gust blew up the curtain of 
an arch The eje of the old soljlier saw that light 
at once. lie rose and said : " They have lit the 
Beacon ! ” 

His cider son rose with him, annoyed, but saying 
nothing. 

Kb youngei son openly complained. 

" It is (he third time,” he cried, “ since I am back 
from Gaul tliat you have come to nothing with such 
signal* ! ” 

His father was already in the stables and giving 
orders for the saddling before his words were done. 
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The two lads followed. Tw6 little horses were 
ready for them also, and they must needs mount : 
it was orders. Th$ one was a garrison horse, an 
“Emperor's horse” as the "regimental joke went, 
bred by the State, vicious and old : the other was a 
finicky African thing that the younger son had wpn 
at a bet in the circus of Rheims, and had brought < 
home for extravagance : he would not ride another. 
He spent his time as he mounted and rode out of the 
stable yard cursing this sham “ duty.” 

' On ahead rode his father with one slave. * 
When, in a little while, they had come to the 
barracks, and the General Officer had found the 
little force under light arms, and with them a brown 
centurion— -not a gentleman, ready, but a little 
alarmed— -the General Officer asked news. He 
could hear no other news than that the Beacon 
was alight— which he knew. The posts were 
stretched for mites along the shore. “ Has there 
been news from C aistor ? ’’ “ Nothing, sir.” “ Are 
the three next posts warned ? ” “ Yos, sir.” “ How 
many all told i "—the centurion would undertake 
no authority beyond his own. ” Quite enough, to 
repel, sir.” " Well, then,” said the man respon- 
sible for so much more, for the big inland garrison, 
and for all the concentration of that coast, “ get 
forward. I wiU come behind along the road.” 

The men marched out toward the glare of the 
light along the paved way; the General Officer 
and his sons and his slave followed, riding. 

The Beacon appeared enormous as they neared it. 
it glared 50 ft. above them on its spire of beams 
in its Open basket of iron, and its light showed the 
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tumbling waste of Ihe bar, and white horses for 
some half-mile out to ^,'a. No ship of the Pirates 
appeared- -but one must recently have been seen 
or the Beacon would not have been fired. 

Very far off down the coast, toward the gap 
where is now Otfcid Haven, another light had 
,, begun to twinkle, and there was a nearer bla«* on 
the Oruon. To the nortli the cliff of bouthwold 
shone. 

The General v Officer bach' them bring the two 
walehers oi the Beacon, and when they came asked 
them what they had c een. “Two ships, sir. “ “ How 
long ago ” " One not a minute befoie you came, 
the otliei long since ” Even a,s thev spoke one of 
the men cried out with a German cry and pointed 
to the sea. A long black line, very low, lifted 
forward in a carved fantastn -headed dragon Tiapt , 
came into the bla/,e of the Beacon and tried tlie 
bar. ‘ She answered badly , the lumpy seas of 
the bar caught her and bn! feted her- slit: \ eerod 
off ; but m that moment the Romans had seen in 
the ruddy lig'lit of the high fire above them ten 
shields along her side's and the face's of strange 
men v 

# 

They waited all night , the Beacons glaring, 
the men cursing the futility of such a guard, the 
General Officer patient and silent ; sending but 
two posts, one north, one south, to pass the news 
along all the coast to the Wash one way and to 
tfie Thames the 1 ot her. 

It was the wry cold and sielily dawn of a late 
day before they turned back home, As the light 
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broadened the space of the North Sea was all 
before them and nqf. a sail tfpon it. 

The Pirates had departed. The General Officer 
rode homeward with ins sons When they had 
got to stables again and the yawning slaves had 
unsaddled, the younger ‘-on said to the elder: 
" What an affair ' ” 

Ills eyes wete drawn and wrinkled under the 
new day, 

He looked dissipated fiom his one night of 
soldiering. 

The elder son answeted “ Fat Ik i must There’s 
no promotion without it Hr side- which, he be- 
in ves m it 

They went into the heusrand tound their room. 

"How many have you taught sum* last I)e- 
cembtr yeai, when 1 hit foi Gaul ” said the 
youngti as hi turned to sleep. 

"Wdl , one in a way.” ‘ How ‘in a 
way ’ ' ” " Well lie got oft, but we took his 
landing-party -two men 1 ’ 

The youngei son laughed loudlv the \ Icier Ires 
lond, but he laughed The next dux the alarms 
were over, and thov took the road to th< grtat 
garrison town on the Ct'lne tot the games There 
wue lions shown and one elephant, but he would 
not tight. 




THh PAGANS 


Attorn 4-»o \n 

A (It IT m those steep rock, which are the 
bed ol the Pyre ntau hdb where the \ fall into 
tlu Mcditemmean wi* still nihil tin Port of 
Vmus although the high stituc of the goddess, 
wlueh hat! stood upon tin low marble qua\ above 
the Intel's 4 - watu wa* now smee filtv \ ears east 
clown the hshennui « ould see it glimmering m 
i au day- upon the floor of the j»oit below 
To the south of that haun upon a leul stutcli 
of t is\ shore stood i house which had long hdi- 
bourid the (Inti owner of the In ids about the 
town Plus house was wide spru ling and low a 
glut extent of rent tiles on its flat roots s there d m 
tolout made it look like a little ntv against the 
intense 1 blutnes 6 of the sea and it was divided 
e\er> win re into courts both foi the gentlemen md 
fot the slaves^ and there was a court for guests 
also -for such as might come hoithwaid by the 
road from Spam or southwaid from Nnbo The 
house was all built of those small thm bnds 
wlueh the small Roman hand coaid taj.se with 
^ue h precision toward the su low colonnades 
ot (jiiudi) stone diversified a front the windows 
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of which were small arched windows lighting the 
private rooms of that delightful dwelling. 

Here great wealth, a strong tradition, and an 
inherited tenacity ot character had lot bidden the 
awful legend of the Roman State to fail. Hete the 
gods, of the city at least, still received a somewhat 
weary and hali-disdamlul but punctilious worship; 
and here the Symbols of the Family, images which 
had wandered centuries ago from Italy across the 
sea, heard daily and nightly a passionate reverence 
and unfailing prayers. But all around the great 
life pf the plain wluch the Canigou overlooks, 
protects and unifies had opened first to the en- 
thusiasm, later to the plain convention, of the 
Faith: its ministers were everywhere' the summit 
Of the village life, and the officials in their caioful 
and strict hierarchy bound up with their every act 
an observance of Catholic ritual as a testimony 
to their loyalty and to the presence, m spint at 
least, of the Sarred Palace, The Bishop also, 
travelling in great pomp over this garden of the 
Rousillon in the early autumn days, when every- 
thing was garnered, but a great heat still hung over 
the land, had brought liiln and his train the full 
majesty oi that eternal society which very visibly 
had changed, which none could conceive of as 
ending, and in which the mind of every man, from 
the Lothians to the Euphrates, reposed. The 
Empire was Christian, 

Within that great house which still maintained 
the worship of serene though conquered deities, 
three generations had watched the advent of new 
things. In the, first it might have Seemed that 
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the quarrel lay even, and that this Oriental in- 
fluence (which so many thought a dawn, but a few, 
and those among the greatest, the complete decline 
of human tilings) would retreat before the stead- 
fast influence of the Koman forehead and of Roman 
eyes. In the second generation it was apparent 
that £ great weariness had overcome the resist- 
ance of all who still clung to the institutions of a 
thousand years • they were at argument, or smiling 
upon those around, or abandoning all things in the 
common life except the theatre and the market, or 
more commonly leaning to the official thing and 
accepting the relief of speaking a common tongue 
m a common worship with the peasantry and the 
lords around. But still tins household stood apart, 
though now its lord of the third generation, already 
old, saw my well that the Galilean had conquered. 

He sat with his nephew, to whom caprice had 
given a barbarian name 1 — for such were fashionable 
with the women and often given to their little 
sons -be sat with his nephew, a young solffier, 
at evening under his colonnade and watched the 
landscape for the approach of strangers. The slaves 
of the vineyards were filing in from the fields, laugh- 
ing together, some saluting as they passed ; the 
domestic slaves bad begun the business of the 
night ; tho lamps wore trimming, and from within, 
where one of the small kitchens was, could be 
heard the blowing of charcoal fires. And as the sky 
darkened and the -first stars just showed, a group 
of horsemen were seen far off along the Spanish 
road. 

The nephew asked whether there were not some 
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news as to their habit, whether the officials of the 
town wore to meet the®, and what rule should he 
given as to the prayus and songs when the feast- 
ing began. His uncle answeied! 

“ The guests are not tiom the lulls.” He smiled 
gently. " Thev are of geneious blood, from Gerona, 
and ’they will not matvel at anything worthyof a 
Roman house. If any of the company are disturbed 
they will be found arpong the retinue, and they 
can go and sing their hymns among the slaves ” 
He still smiled as he added . " Nor will the officials 
sav anything , and you, if you had lived heie and 
were not so icruitly from the Aveinian Debuts, 
would feel no fear oi the way m which the evening 
shall pass.” 

The guests anived and the slaves took thrir 
homes I '}K>n the breasts of two men one of w bom 
had the boots and some oi the accoutiements of a 
soldier, hung enamelled ciosses A thud, villi the 
low brow and quiet eyes of the rank that gov- 
ernM all that land, had tound Jins dark young haix a 
very small rude of gold ; he also betrayed ulurion 
as he greeted tin' noble who was to entertain him, 
for he gave lum the salutation of Peace m the name 
of the Lord. They t ntered m together, and the old 
man, the master of the house, taller than the n st 
and even more hismolv m his gait than they, spoke 
of the Spanish road and of the vintage, of the news 
from the Noith, and ot what changes had been 
ordered lor the garii.son along that shore. 

When it was already dark over the sea, they 
reclined together and ate the feast, crowned with 
leaves in that old fashion which to several of the 
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v ounger men seemed an affectation of antique 
tilings, hut which all secretly enjoyed because such 
customs had about them, as had the raio statues 
and Ihe mosaics and the very pattern of the lamps, 
a flavour of great established wealth and lineage, 
in gicat established wealth and lineage lay all that 
was left of strength to those old gods which still 
slood gazing upon the (linage of the world. 

The songs that were sung and the cliauntcd in- 
vocations had nothing in them but the memories 
ot Home ; but the mstinments and the dancers were 
tolerated by that one giu-st who should most have 
complained, and whose expression and apparel and 
gorgeous ornament and a certain sennit} ot station 
hi his manner proved him the head of the Christian 
Piiests hum Helena. When the music had ceased 
and the night deepened, thev talked all together 
as though the world had but one general opinion ; 
thev bilked with gteat courtesy ot common things. 
Hut fiom the slaves' quarters came the unmistakable 
sing-song of the Christian vineyard dam e and hjdbn, ' 
which the labourers sang together with rh}thmic 
beating ot hands and customary ctics, and thiough * 
that din arose* from time to time the loud bass of 
one especially chosen to respond. The master sent 
out word to them in secret to conduct their festival 
less noisily and with closed doors. Upon the 
couches round the tabic where the lends reclined,* 
together, *more than one, especially among the 
younger men, looked anxiously at their host and 
at the Priest next to him, but they saw nothing in 
their expressions but a continued courtesy; and 
the talk still moved upon things common to them 
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all, and still avoided tliat deep dissension which it 
was now useless to iaise because it would so soon 
be gone. 

There came an hour when all but one ceased 
suddenly lrom wine . that one, who still continued 
to drink as he saw lit, was the host. He knew the 
reason of their ab-tention , he had heard the 
trumpet in the harbour that told the hour and pro 
claimed the fast and vigil, and he felt, as all did, 
that at last the figure and the presence of which 
none would speak— the figure and the pioenoe of 
the Faith- -had entered that rOora in spite* ol its 
dignity and its high leseive 

For some little time, now talking of those gieat 
poets who were a glory to them all, and whose veise 
was quite lemoved from these newer things, the* old 
man still sipped his wme and looked round at the 
others whose fast had tint* begun He looked .it 
them with an expulsion of seventy in which i be re 
Was some challenge, but which was fwj too disdain- 
ful 4 o be insolent, and as he so looked the company 
gradually departed. 

The Pi test last rose His host led him to the 
porch with ceremony, .summoning all those domes- 
tics whose duty it was to stand present on all 
occasions, of' official honour ; then he Came back 
and found his nephew alone. One lamp was i«*r- 
roittal to remain, and by its light the old man 
questioned his sister's son, asking lnm jvhetliei it 
was by courtesy or by fear or for what reason tliat 
he also, at the sounding of the hour from the harbour 
trumpet, had put aside his cup. 

The young man was embarrassed and he blushed. 
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He swore that he had done nothing foolish, nor 
even gone to their ceremonies in public, and most 
emphatically did he assure the man from whom he 
was to inherit everything that he had touched none 
of their sacraments ; but one must do as others did, 
and in the regiment it was not tolerable to break 
with universal custom. His uncle did not press him 
nor answer him at all ; he nodded and he gently 
sighed ; then he led the way to a niche where stood 
those rude family images, centunes and centuries 
old Together they paid the accustomed worship, 
and then they also parted to sleep. 

But the old man m the darkness of his little from, 
through the open aich of which came the slight 
noise of the sea against the wall In low, lay sleepless 
many hours, his head upon his hand remembering 
all tli.it his great learning told him of the past and 
oj the greatness of the past, and an eptmg, as men 
am pt death, the end of all that had lent humanity 
to his world- Then, as drowdnms mine upon him, 
lie uiurnnired ,to himself the high veise which for 
now so many hundred years had comfoited fhe, 
Roman soul and ^iven it dignity m the face of 
dissolution. 

Next morning, with the first light of day, the 
1 evanier rose, The sky was low and grey with 
hurrying clouds, and an angry sea burst and smoked 
against the walls of his room. 




THE BARBARIANS 

ABOUT 700 A D. 

)u the Jattfj part ot the ttfth ccnturv (towards *>00 \ d ) 
th( milled patts of Western I uiop< \uie overrun by 
uncivilised or bail civilised tnbe troia bey ml the Iron- 
tnn- of the Homan Unpnc Their number^ were not 
gnat but the disturbance sufficed to upset the b dance 
of social ordet and < vei> tlugr d< tayed No part siifleied 
mine than Britain, when the snagt? fi >tu Scotland and 
incoiitb pirates from tht Nuth Su ] aned with hilf* 
Mibduui tubes in ibt piovidjcc it^lf to pilligc and iuin 
sornh Pa over a buwluuvais the anarch* vu c such 
that Britain dF appear fi >m hi ton Smie feu of the 
pie it towns wetc not onh sacked but icfudlv di troved, 
and among the*e appe it to hav* hi on Anduuk a giru 
son iiid port upon the *it< ut IV wi>se> in Suss< \ In the 
mc mil half < i the uUh < uluiv (a bundled >uis lata) 
the n was something f 1 i< idaou afln all Uu^ uunJhv 
tJu Roman armies wi/Rttise<! Africa mdthe Hunan re-* 
Iigion anjt civilisation k mt<ud Bnhm with M Augus- 
tine Some parts however, wire ntglutui, md none 
rnc »t< than the Sussex sta-boaid which did not grt bick 
the Ma>s and the 1 atm Older till 1 hundred years attei 
herd mdlftmloa 

1 1 if suppose at»r«h trim t oust mtiftoph 01 New 
ft >me, which wu*> then the seat of £mpl r e and highly 
civilised, visiting bwu just jftn the first feeble re- 
fstabh hnwut of tht Roman leliflta there He goes 
down the Slant) Stunt from louden t> IhkhcsUr, and 
then, with letter irom tin IJi^hop of Sfbe\, lie gne* 
along the sea plain to the mouth of tht Ouse, where he 
takes a bo it round B icby He id to IV veiFey 




THE BARBARIANS 

ABOUT 700 A.l). 


Y OU know, Nicephoros That there has existed 
in our family a 1 great curiosity with regard to 
the letters of the Bishop, our ancestor, and even 
much reverence, for them. F01 when he was ap- 
pointed by the Divine Theodosius to the See Of 
Andenda he perpetually sent his notes and lira 
observations Upon the farthest places of the West 
to those members of his iatnily Who preserved our 
archives ; and in this he did but follow the example 
ol the undents, officers of the Palace, generals, and 
even bishops like himself, whose custom it was, as 
they changed their seat in the Roman obedience, 
to write upon the, climate and the habits of the 
various provinces and tribes that they might meet. 

This he did, and what he sent has been piously 
preserved ; but its meaning is tenfold greater to 
me now that I have seen with my own eyes the 
places of which he wrote, their present condition, 
and the evidence both of the grandeur which he 
enjoyed and of the destruction which ho did not 
live to see. 

You must know, then, that during the negotia- 
tions (with which l,was entrusted) between the 
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Safcred Palace and the Ri°hop of Pome, I hcaid from 
some about the Gouit of tin Weshm Patti mb, 
that one of those Missions in which he too busily 
interests himself with the Provinces ol tin Wist 
was about to stait toi Rutain, and though (I tell 
you privately) sudi awn option ol authonty w.i 
pdious to me vet 1 wa coitam that the voyage pro 
posed would hi at ome useful toi my own mtoima 
tion and toi that of ttu I)n me Empcroi, who is 
ceaseless m Ins vigilance over ivcn the-* rao-t 1 emote 
districts ot the world Nor did my consent to at 
company the Roman c lei gy and official- gno offenn , 
&s I am told, to the Sa< ltd Palace itself, though it 
may have i oust d the cackling of some of those 
tongues that an ahvav- leadt to defame an absent 
man , bul mv return will establish both the motive 
of my journey and the valut of the step I hive taken 
I piocoeded theiefoie, in such cpmpanv tlaough 
the Province and through the Gauls hearing the 
settlement of vanous disputes and obsei vmg the 
manners both of tht Romans and of the Rarbai uns, 
until I came to that Bonoma fiom which the Jhvine 
f a-sar, though vet a Pagan, had fn »t sailed lot the 
Island of Rritam, and 1 was indit'd cunous to^Gun 
as 1 approached the white mad what I should find 
in this place , where il was said that all aits were lost, 
and whence certainly but little news lug come to us 
for now two hundred veurs, 

Those who atcompmied us upon tile lioals, or 
rather some of them, were already familiar with 
Britain, but so doubtful is the. learning of the West 
thal they could not understand the eagerness with 
which 1 was approaching the ruins of this province. 
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I vvilt not delay you with any long description of 
the halts we made at r aider bury and Rochester 
and London, where ate tloee' new bishoprics, of 
thm cities all bai barn , but the last indeed the least 
haibaiK of the three, for m London one might still 
bclu ve, 1>5 certain of the statues and buildings lound 
one, and by the appeal ante of (ommerce in the 
gieat rivei, that the bettei turn had returned. Nor 
will 1 weary you with any description whatever of 
the 1 atm ntes, of the 11-1 of Tunis (even m the 
anallcst chapels) and of tin ceititude all these 
people aie m upon matters wlu< h wt of New Rome 
1 now to Iwovoi-Ml of dispute but 1 vull at onc^ 
pioceul to tell vou how 1 went south to visit those 
shores with which the nunc ot oui family is con- 
nut » ! Tlierc are several excellent mads of a 
niilit u) sf>i t fjom London to the nearest shores of 
the sea, and one especially which one would swear 
hid home' oldie is but \e-teidav so pci feet does 
it still remain, though the damp climate of these 
pi ounces (which in undt r the shade of the northern 
night anil arc at tin vuy limit of the world) has 
covered them with moss and ltthtn Ihe embank* 
nit'iit is vetv perfect, and even m the rnaishy 
ciossings of the nveis time has been no destitution 
of the way woise than what mn\ be sum in the toss 
foitunatc nhrts ot Italy itself so 111 but two days 
I reached the town of Reginim with let ten piovided 
foi me from Rome to the Bishop of that place. 

As to the shape ol tins last it may be briefly told. 
Its walls still surround it and the Palace yet stands 
though m place" bin l.enc d bv hie Some also of 
the smaller houses preserve the order with which 



70 THE EYE-WITNESS. 

we are familiar, but it would make you laugh to 
see who inhabit such great relics and weep to 
observe how mu< h within the walls, especially near 
the Eastern Gate, has crumbled into decay ; for often 
where an altar or a temple or a portico once stood 
then arc nothing but hummocks of ground with 
coarse grass and stagnant pools, and here and 
theic a fragment ol a pillat or ,1 cut stone, or, what 
is still mon ridiculous in appearance, a rude hut* 
piled up of what was once the masonry of a nch 
house ; nay, 1 ha\c ■seen Greek work and statuary 
mortal ed in between rough rubble by these bar- 
boaans and the body ol Athene lying crosswise as 
a link I ioi the < ibm of one of these dogs. 

Tiie people m the town speak all a welter of 
bat banc dialects, there L not a word of Greek in 
the place ; and as tor Latin, you hear it only in 
degraded woids among the populace* never fully 
spoken save bv clears or in the* nte,s of the altar, or 
again in a sort of me ompri hensible sing song when 
some officer of the barbarians is compelled to read 
a deed or io plead in a priest's court — for in these 
rude plaus it r> neither a dishonour nor perhaps a 
bad thing that she vcr\ priests have jurisdiction. 

Well, then, 1 pioteederl some few mites to see the 
Bishop himself, for it is another of their uncouth 
tricks that they will put the Bishop's residence m 
an outlying village nc tghbouring the town. Ibis man 
received inc kmdly and even with honour, respect- 
ing the name ot the Divine Emperor and the glory 
of the city. He is unmarried and professes that 
a priist is by naiuie a soit of monk, so that none 
of his Ordrr should be wedded or even espoused. 
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though on this there is, I know a dispute throughout 
the piovmces of the West moreover lie would admit 
a widower. I desired of lum an es<on (since I 
knew lum more tapablt ot giving it than would be 
the kinglet of these lull human sivigi c ) saving 
that it was mv intention to visit Auderida, of which 
our ancestor had been the Bishop In tins state- 
ment he showed a lively mtenst promised all hid, 
and a 'iked rue b\ whuh wav l would go lor them 
arethnewiys uth<r dong flit plain of flu coast ot 
again along a deserted nmgc if lulls which runs all 
through that rountiv 01 ayain inland to the north 
of then lutes along the lunge of a toust it would 
be diftioult to snv whnli gave flit greater incon- 
venience 01 danger but 1 denial upon lus advice, 
to follow the plain until tla last b ubour, and thence 
to inn some Unity stadia In mi till 1 should icacb 
Andcnda This l eitd, g< 11 u thiouah the most e\ 
traotdmarv sights lmigmablc toi lun we a vast 
and fertile plain, not mcoinpar ible to tome tint he 
between the mountains and the I'gemSei v et not 
a vine-stork to be seen nor 1 irclH a well built vail. 
Here and them was«a rough he id of n t and still note 
rarel\ wheat, though tbit ill (ultnated and grissy. 
The road we followed had not be' n mamraiut d (for 
it liad ne m been of mthtaty use) and wis the most 
shameful hotchpotch of good, learel, unvnt work, 
of rut*., and m places of nothing at all, and the chief 
danger was at lilt ciossmg of the* rivers \11 tin* old 
bodges have long ago broken down, and through 
one of the rtVeus, as though it were a mutter ot 
course, out e'soort fought its way against the 
wretched peasants of the further bank. These 
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claimed some sort of toll or custom* Which certainly 
we would hot pay them ; and to refuse payment mv 
escort gave a very extraordinary reason, not 1 hut we 
were human beings, but that we were " Bishop's 
mem" I tell you the tilings as they happened, even 
those whiv.h will be incomprehensible to yon. We 
came, then, after three or four days to the harbour, 
where again we claimed a ship by right of some 
divinity which is hern supposed to inhabit the clergy 
(although they were Prefects, or of the Sacred 
Palace), and in the ship, after two hours sailing past 
a high head of white earth, we rounded into the 
harbour of Anderida 

If what I had hitherto seen was desolation, here 
was something iai; worse. For the site of the town, 
lying as it does between the sea and a great dark 
wood, of vast extent., has afforded but little oppor- 
tunity to the barbarians, and the place, once sacked, 
was abandoned. You have seen one or two cities, 
perhaps* which have suffered from a fire, and you 
will remember horn the archives of our family that 
letter which our mother's grandfather wrote when 
he was marching with Bdisarius, describing to us 
Timagaudi of the Nomads, where it stood, deserted 
on the edge of the desert . A mixture of these two 
was all of what had been Anderida. The strong city 
walls of stone and brick still stand, but within them 
is nothing but a mass of house-walls all charted by 
fire. Few of these ruins exceed the height of a man ; 
all the columns save one (both those of the Colon- 
nade along the Harbour and those of the Basilica) 
fie prone. Tliis one which still stands wafe a sup- 
porter of the Temple of Jove. It is of a foreign 
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stone, carved in the manner of an early time, and 
appears, I must say, like a thing unnatural in the 
midst of tills desolation. The votive tablets have 
not been touched by the barbarians, but all uncon- 
secrated metal has been stolen long ago, saving the 
strong iron mooring-rings along the quay. There is 
not a sign in the place of human beings or of oxen ; 
one does not hear the falling of water, and I found 
nothing more full of silence in this silent place than 
a fountain made, as is customary, in th<> shape of a 
dolphin, but pouring forth no watei , for it was 
choked up with earth and dry. Overhead the 
plovers, which are innumerable in the marshes be- 
hind the harbour, continually scream. The shaggy 
natives, who in all this district number, perhaps, but 
thirty households between the great wood and the 
sea (though I am told that in tint wood there are 
burners of charcoal and even a few rough workers 
of iron), have a dread of the ruins, in which, as they 
maintain, are often seen apparitions and demons. 
They have built their huts outside the western wail, 
and have had tire place consecrated, 1 knew not how 
often, by the priests, who are here, as 4 ever where 
upon this coast, *suporstitiously revered These 
savages came about in a group, not daring to enter 
the city, but standing at the gate and gazing at my 
dress, especially at the silken parts, with a kind of 
stupid awe like children. Soi|e of them spoke, 1 
am told, .in the Celtic and some in the Teutonic 
method,, but I had neither the patience nor the 
ability to distinguish these jargons. Their move- 
ments were slow, their bodies ill-fed, and the ex- 
pression of their eyes was very unintelligent, also 
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they had a habit of sitting at nightfall round a sort 
of Central fire crooning dolefully in their hamlet, 
which was very disagreeable to us in our tents. 

After two days of tins (and they were long 
enough) more f than one of our escort complained of 
fever ; and as 1 know such deserted places to be 
particularly dangerous in that regard, I determined 
, td l embark, chartering, for what seemed to the 
owner, a fortune, a small boat —the largest of some 
half-dozen wlrich stood beached iii spite of the 
excellent harbour near by. 

The barbarian in his ignorance and timidity was 
for running along the coast until he could see Gaul ; 
but I. would have nothing of this, and. bade him 
steer boldly across, which he did, and we made the 
mouth of the principal river of Gaul, and so passed 
through regions declined indeed but acquainted 
with wine and with the order of the Sacred Palace 
and possessed of passable roads, until we had come 
right down to Massilia, where again (though it will 
seem to you to be a sort of end of the world) it 
seemed to me home ; hearing, accent or no accent, 
the Greek tongue and finding mgn of a human kind. 

Thence I send you these, with, greetings to Theo- 
dora, to Justin, and to the rest, and I shall be with 
you, if the All Holy the Mother of God is favour- 
able, but a week or so 5, after you shall have read 
this letter. 



RONCLS VALLES 

AUMTVI !=,, 778 A D. 


TV Mohammi dons having conquufd Spun (. h rrle- 
iuaspu , the frtfdti l rum bn >l tlx j/u tu -t ol < hmluln 
lanulies, oonbl do no limit, than tout am thuu bv h tiding 
the Valley Ol thf Lhio, di nj jii jnotluj fn ntiu lx Poll* 
tiolled tV ent'nlx'b of hmupe bv holding Ux Valley of 
the >11 h 

-Returning to (jtul bv way of the Rmn m 10 id and pae. 
(the lour* ttyn metis) from 1 tamp mi m (be Spanish 
March, his reat-gu trd tin hi R lami m >\n am lined 
bv tht HUniftfaii tet- m the rnld.t 0! the 1 Menus l hi* 
disiilet gave use to the noblest of Chi uUau tpic > 




RONCEbVALLES 

AlK.lM 13 , 778 V.I). 


'“PHE Army li.nl emm thm day'’ over the ridges 

l dI the iitti- lull c ’Ml leghei than the last, 
following illogical Kotmi wad that led westward 
to l’.iiij|Kluna All Ik mam hodv hid passtd long 
before horn its icpuU on tin Him and this, the 
ieai guard, wa- pulnps tliM milt - m Imgdb, not 
mon ; itw. shuvih impeded with waggons, some 
few ot the in her mm that lad ialku ‘id were 
earned m litters, and though Hie \\a\ wa-> still hard 
and good, centimes of magi' had wi ah neil it es}>eci- 
allv at the base ul i\j< h pm out and thi r e vu re places 
whett' it failed altogetlv r, Mini, into a niardi or 
ciossiug an iiuoyfr wlvie the spnng fieshcts of 
tluee hundred veais lnd broken the hndge and 
swept away the Talus. 

At such places then 1 was always nu infinity of 
trouble- (aits held back In hand, home 1 - straining 
to prevent the rush of the weight hi lurid them, ion- 
fused noises and nigmnents and Mows 'So they 
went slowly on Tiny ucio htavilv laden with the 
spoils ol cities, with tk foot of the eueniit'S of the 
Faith, and with that heavy armament winch was 
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so ill suited to the South. , For very /many were 
covered to. the knees with strong leather coats on 
/•Which great rings of metal interlaced made a com- 
plete web, and others had scales of iron overlapping 
as the scales of a fish overlap. And all the mounted 
men carried, slung to their saddles beside incongruous 
bundles of booty, their little steel Caps and their 
great battle-axes, and some of the highest rank were, 
further encumbered with a mighty elephant’s tusk 
• curiously carved, ’which they could wind like a horn 
, to summon their followers. 

It was perhaps midday when they came upon a 
vast open plain sloping gently towards the sun, and 
here the road they had been following came in at 
right-angles upon another and a larger road ; the 
main road from Burgos and the south. Tfhis was the 
road that went straight across the Imus Pyrenes us, 
the pass into Gaul ; it was the road which, with its 
brother road, the Summus Pyrenaeus, four marches 
to the east, formed the sole gates of tlje Pyrenees. 
They halted for the midday meal, but they did not 
halt for long. It was their business to press forward 
out of this hard Iberian land. The light cavalry of 
the Emirs hung all round, white dashes of riding 
men well out of bow shot on their little desert, horses, 
with here and there the blazing red cloak of a Sheik 
or the shining of a steel-linked coat among them. 
The leaders of the Christians knew that by one acci- 
dent and another since they had ridden but of the 
gate of 'Phmpeluna the rate of matching' Had' been' 
hindered, and that the main body was now far 
ahead, over on the French skle of the. pass.,. The 
gap between this rear-guard gnd the bulk of the 
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Emperor's forces was too wide tor safety, and, though 
they had inarched undet such a sun lor so long, they 
were ordered, in spite of grumbling and some short 
mutinies, to press straight on. 

The plain through which they hurried .northward 
sloped, as f say, slightly to the sun. It was like A 
glaus, the rampart of winch was the interminable 
line of piecipitous white rlifis which marked the 
crest ol the Pyrenees. These dills were of lime- 
stone ; the sun shone 011 them lull, and above them 
the sky was inlensely blue Tor miles and miles 
away to the light they strut died luleiminaWv until 
they were lost in the perspective as one loses a wall 
of great length standing sti sight along a lev* 1 . Just 
before the army, in the Jew nnhs between it and the 
range, a noble great wood ot beech and ol oaks 
spread as though it had been poured out 111 a flood 
over the sloping landscape. A hove these trees again 
a little grasSy col made a notch upon the skyline a 
little lower than the white mountain dills on either 
side. This col was Roncesvalles ; and across the 
green of it could most dearly be seen climbing up 
tinder the sunlight the ribbon of the road 

The villages through which they passed were de- 
serted (for the Basques were almost as much their 
enemies, as the Mohammedans were) ; (hey had fdr 
food and tor drink nothing but what they carried ; 
they were exhausted when the last ascent began. 
It was very soon surmounted ; it was but a few hun- 
dred feet of easy meadow and the climb was tile 
easier because tha troops could here deploy, the 
column was shortened, and the dust which added ao^ 
much to their weariness was laid. It was cooler for 
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the height uid the m now in tail dtemoon w is 
mellower and 1< >s dm < /ou» A (hupdwlmh ihe 
Basques would as*' stood on tin luujht be fun tl ni 
and wh<u th<\ uuehe I the e \ ) <q>ui suhllt tin 
Uaele is iw ora < t In i, ho- whose nod* n vi n n 

stnnuhUs tin U aw n bistojw md 1 pi t t Lit 
glonuie- iUhaitm * ttielul k tKc in ds e* 
armie 

Hue w o i |)ioii s ion udt luumn^ di td n uth 
thoUMiids *f i< 1 1 Min 1 ^ju < i mto the 1 &utt and 
slowh wiou n r it ide *• to \ In re in i\\ c\\ li tin 
ojxniTU. oi u in i h< mi i\ i ist m< m tin V liund 

mouth of the h 1 Is lk u du < i m i wt) w< ithu 

lt> 111 (» 1 M )U |l Hi 4 - i III V WU( out of til ll ltd 

Ibmm In nd thet w i in ht oi hum thuJ 

lonsts di rU'd the si of the itvmi md the piers- 
ant sound et w iIm h it dipt! » lotediJi n lihim 
to G ml tin i i r h i t d aim ng Ilian denned >i 
inugmt d tint (1 \ eb ami up* n tin \u\ distant 
landscape the win lav Ini' oi th< nun army that 
followed fh ihni uu It wo but a jew miln- 
on to tin title )l M }ol n tlk fust foitmcd and 
si cun nuifdnH if < In which would re- 

urn their dbi tiu tdunUne oi the i ud mto the 
lost I m 1 md the d ^rnnion oi M i hound 

Rolmd of th< Mi e he ^ wl/o hid with Ijnn two 
eotnpmiom md i little yjiWl oi -arc mts had 
ridden upidlv be iou the lest juitlv to grasp m 
one \uw the mture of the to cl upon the down 
watd ule pntl\ feu In wn of an afkctionate 
and dn ruling Kind - to m j < , the lyM of all the may 
J)e omuundeel the held of Km arum again and 
(Utjbrtnn I md Ihe> »aa him upon his heavy 
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hoisi igimsl the sk\ the^ i limbed the. pa% 
behind lum Ik witched tin \ ilk \ in dune 
In tint piofound rium then no noise at 
dl e\e<pr the tuimiiif of tin taunt m *lw (oicst 
Ik]»\ f Jn \v UK we ic un ti p o steep tint m 
pluo the Inuhtua h ul lo i th n hull md hi 1 
idhn down {he pimpitoi * nth md pculanlt 
tl >ng tin fu rit of tint *h>pi went the read Rohm! 
lould see it eh ub hist dm< st \\< r/ont d, fe(hn b 
iti \\ ly ilon^ th sde t tontoui o! the ptuipue 
bin mdtlieu -.nil sn{ jnrtce l\ tin Ima masonry 
vorh of Rome rluu plun m, -t ( pl\ m a$.<agi 
to tin foot of tin aulf what U w r- !< t bene it h 
the trees I hi. i «n th< fleoi of the defile pt j 
laps three units of m tubing be lew linn tl pissi 1 
tJifou h Ii a narrow pi i e win u stn p i »ci s 1 dd it in 
on e ith( t ink \o nui s] am tl open the inrun 
tuns then* w is tn mou er 4 it ill I < r i 
moment tin romnnndu wnnuti ) whether a llmh- 
mg jwtt\ ou b Jit nol tv) h siu dong Hie mlge to 
semrt the iinun hod\ from n> Ut mpt m anothu 
moment he had st<n tint tlu pirn wot II i ul \ 
the* \aJUy dc < pom <i all ionmumn.ation lx tween the 
ndpe ami the road bn in ir me i< dike nil mini, m 
but a ftw hunched \ ud it bee une mi pi »uk ihh 
dtogethu evtm feu a lnndful ot im i uud men He 
was del ernunc d to usK tlu und 
He whet led his hoi c umnd upon that little efru 
nener he and his tompuuous imi staved there 
dock still while the lemg tram of men md horn* 
and wlictls and the huge blind r md the beasts 
of bn i den filed wearily by He waUhcd m silenct 
without commands df haste or lean but with an 
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increasing anxietv, the declining of the sun over the 
plains of Navarre, as the force defiled, thin lie 
cathe on behind them, lrom whicli post he could best 
observe on the falling mountain road the whole of 
his command 

He had not so ridden a mile when those lonely 
hills began to have an uneasy and a dreadful life ; 
it wa^ all hut evening, yet one > ould still ileaily 
distinguish th< bouldeis and the hushes upon the 
higher sweeps of grass and rock, and it seemed that 
first one hush and then another moved ; but there 
was no glint of st< el, then* w< re no ones, there was 
no sign of that white signal of danger which a scout 
may catch at almost anv rangfe-the face of a man. 
Nevertheless as the darkness gathered it wa& cer- 
tain and more certain that tin* deep shadows were 
peopled, and that the foiost itself into which the 
head oi the column had now plunged was alive. 

It was not yet quite night when suddenly a, great 
boulder leapt from the limestone ridge far, far above 
the toad, bounded down step upon step of the ravine 
wall, and a-> it thundered revealed, tiny in the dis- 
tance of the upper air, a groujx'ot wild men whose 
ows were now answtred immediately on every side. 
The underwood awoke ; fierro rushes from above and 
below broke the line at one point and another and 
another. The Chivalry in the rear, galloping and 
pressing through their own men, could do nothing 
to rescue, and behind them also the clansmen poured 
flu As the first stars came out above the gorge, a 
steady carnage had begun, 

* x » « « « 

Long befoie the dawn the inhuman noise ol that 
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forest ebbed mtu silence and was done. The Basques 
slop! by fires undisturbed, and every man of the 
gnat Gaulish host, their enemy, was dead Then 
for days and days the gold and the steel, the 
weapons and the horses, the worked timbei, and the 
ivory and the lovely guns— all the arts of Chusten* 
dam— laboriously found wav up anv mountain 
paths into the smet places of rh< P^unees. 
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AWll'l /Si) ID 

{lull} wislurvjx (ifrpnj t <it mih ill iiwlm m 
thi 1 1 1 (h ^ntiu\ i fuu u. i nit i) nf in won 
(Inn it v mint ittjil i 1 fin m d I in 
SMUdiUavnn ud ( ct ui hun I V hinitJAs 
uud Irftu rn fijj unK f \ i f I i t th 1 sti 
it The tnergj Hi HmWiuH umlm hiiuh 
which culimni (d w thul nif rl <' 1 Iht h i n, 
butditirO^adunjumdi ifhihi u wul irilnuh 
tl din f\er mil 1 w pihu bud’ n l! tli tmIuiw 
t Alfred uni the ( ml of 1 it n tl in 1 1 in lad 
vuis attvi tht fust it! »rl 

tin Ltitlm tht partuiihi but i Hauh i i not 
K muu I mil win tin 1 \i N nl\!u mu 
S jiwn )i In Gindin i m pit li u lHtiiu In 
whit follow 1 1 ()h|ai in HI i lut mt l nit 




THE DANISH BOAT 

ABOUT 780 A D. 

F OR now three nights, three days and the mom* 
ing of a fouith they had gone easih over the 
long but broken seas undei the wind < died Eager , 
which blew fiom the noith east of tin woild, and 
had m it at once the vigour of the Ate tic and the 
soul of the southern things which it was seeking 
Their boat was long broid and ‘billow It was 
shallower euu than most ol the boats tint stood 
all winter long lined up m sheds above high-water 
mark upon the solemn slums of tlie 1 joid fur so 
the New Builder chose to build ships, though against 
him there were m the tube three opponents the 
Priest who saw a £urse 111 all outlandish things; 
the owner of the w/f who did not desire his ship 
to be sui passed, md the Elder who wa gentle, 
and was evidently descended horn the gods, he 
spoke m geneial for the village when he said that a 
veiy flat boat was a folly 
Nevertheless, Hiaf, whom they called the Ugly 
(because youth he had been ugly) had Ins new 
ship built very broad m the beam and very shallow, 
though a trifle longer than any other , and he had 
it so built because the New Builder desired it so, 
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and he followed the New Builder for this reason, 
that the Now Builder's father had been his father’s 
slave. 

They had found him so irozen in the forest upon 
the lulls abme tilt hjoid lliat he had forgotten his 
name and the pla* < from which he came. They had 
brought him down to tin hall and continually ted 
him, waimtd him, end tlnmken lum. until he was a 
man again, uhucupcm lie became (most joyfully to 
himself and most n t ituiall\) the 1 slave of those wlio 
had sueconnd him, and (specially of their chief, 
Hr&f Bold, the father of Iltal the Ugly, Ihis 
dozen man, w ho had Jorsotteu all things, was a go at 
worn r m vv>od, ind having maided without ntes a 
lower woman oi the piuo, had bv hot an only son, a 
child who grew to he called the New Builder, with 
whom Hiaf the \ glv ip hi" cJiildhood played. Full 
oi such mn unias and secured by the sacrodnoss ol 
lus guith wlijih (as of a light was to the son of a 
Village -fomidei j had go ft Upon the waterside, he 
had bmit hn ship fuelv, With sacrifice to what god 
he chose cult of the Un god*, and upon what lines 
best phased lum ; and he had^allowed the lines to 
be made out b\ the New Build ej, w&om many hated 
and ail udimml I lie New Builder’s eyes had a 
slope to them, md there* wete those who said that 
lie was of the blood of those little devils who lived 
beyond thf high lulls 

Now, the New Builder was new enough in all 
conscience, but hi* bo it was wrong, and Hiaf tame 
to know it wh< n m tin* fast uiyage she behaved so 
oddly in Iron! of the wind. For she buried her bows 
and she yawed, and whenever a puff of wind caught 



THE DANISH BO VT 89 

hei sIuHvum ‘-bt polled so abominably at tin Mm 
that two nun had to lu set to 1 *u igun->t it, and 
ev n so it kn hed tnd slniegl< d lil ( 1 thing ill it was 
dim ; so tnat whatever m< 0 win set m the vv itches 
on< of these two 01 noth pupttuillv iui i ul the* 
Ntw Builder who would ‘•ct ■ hip u^xm Bn stoik, 
but did not 1 now how to modi 1 u friritr 

Meanwlule ill Uk d>\ tin \ rm ltd m the 
noi th-enst wind cdltd 1 t'u llun w 1- no rain 
R\ dav smill <louds 4 io\( hunudn <>\u the chan 
md spuUing shv 1 >\ iiudit t'uic w h no ( louds, 
but quite unmiumbuul ip t tm h mul'iliuleot 
to md tin Niw Buihii 1 and lint lu-> m<t ter, 
sit toured astern 

Fciward, undci tin hillduk tin sine* sat 
cioudied, singing md m thm^ Inn loom r> toi their 
master Hie wide Ihwtrt w< • i npt\ snirt the 
wind was pupdualh ian and th o is win la-lied 
together m pain undtr tin Imlv nks Upon otther 
idi the staji stood slid tin pa>e mist -lioit as 
it was and stout bait 1 httk mnlu flu pus-nue of 
the gale, and from firm to turn as istiongu gust 
camt upon then? though 1 hi v wa< running free, 
th< cordage sang * 

dlu tbuty nun that wm ha lid notlung ill day 
long, but the m ,mu of (hi m thnw mi it to the 
has, or, in sin 1 r n< od fm mi j mm n< , n 1 11* loi w ard 
and wrestled with them under tin halt dick, and 
the slaves dlowed the throw 

It was now the moimng of the fourth day , the 
au was no mildi 1 than it h id bet n al tin lr 1 lunching, 
but a mist had begun to duff alum flu loam, and 
the yellow water was a sign to them that they had”’ 
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come near to Roman land The ■shields were slung 
outboard , the arm* were passed forward for clean- 
ing, the slaves took on another temper, they ceased 
then jesting and # they began to scour the metal to 
the accompaniment of haish commands, and two 
men were called ait— the seer and the Pilot As 
the ship (which was called Broad) rolled excessively 
in the quiet wntei each was bidden speak in turn in 
the fashion that ntual demanded 
The bier therefore, when he had looked down a 
llftle m silt m< at fiw pi inking, balancing binisdi 
upon his Jigs to the loll of the \esSfl, chanted m a 
monotone that he saw nun ruhly clothed and prusts 
who semd wtalthe devils, vessels of silver and of 
gold, gicat storis oi meat pieserved, men hurrying 
for life and flames lighting up the evening sky And 
then swaying moie violently in the ecstasy which 
iitual also comnundf d, he thought to hear the voltes 
of gods and of wmrun riding upon horses in the 
upptr an All these things he slid had been sent 
him by the wind and went hurrying with the wind 
towards the fmther shore * 

To tlus lnearitatiuii the freemen listened without 
interest * 

The slaves teased their labour and Wbard it with 
an absorbing fear Hraf the Chief and the New 
Builder neither smiled nor listened For now a 
generation past swh ritual had giown empty , ior it 
was repeated always in the same tone and with the 
same pi onuses But it was a solemn duty of the its 
and of the Scer that the rite should b ? performed. 
Thou the Seer drew back and lay among the wolf- 
skins and the Pilot took his place Upon just t}»t 
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part of the planking which his predecessor had held ; 
it was marked off by a large square of red painted 
upon the boards. * 

It was the Pilot's place not to speak, but to answer 
questions, and it was htual fot hum. also, to be exact, 
harsh and short ; for upon h a ritual his prestige 
reposed. But when his turn had come a new ex- 
pression and light filled the faers of the Chief and of 
the New Builder, since the Pilot commonly added 
to all the ritual answers some new thing. He was 
chosen out of those to whom was handed on by 
their guild a knowledge of the further shores of 
the sea. * 

lluf said : "'Do you see land ? ” 

The Pilot answered : “ I see land.” His back 
was turned to the prow He saw 110 land, but 
such an answer ritual demanded. Then Hraf next 
said : 

" What land do you see '- 1 ” 

He said : “ Roman land ” 

Theu Hraf asked for the Hard time : 

" Turn round and name tin land.” 

The Pilot turned round and looked to lajward 
very carefully, intuit now not upon nfua|%ut 
upon a-ctual things * < 

Out there against the scud there was nothing 
but the run of water, and though now and then one 
part of the sky along the water seemed a little 
daiker aglinst the brume, the, shadow would lift 
and change again. There was as yet no land. He 
stood m that attitude for an hour and more ; and 
such was the power of leligion upon these barbarians 
that all watched in silence as he gazed ; but reli- 
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l,lon hae wis rt d fht\ were w wtwp for i rcit on 
tl)iii s i 

VUun h( hid s iAti toi jS mtolprdhU turn lie 
btgjn in most inwm 1 li >l|mg to the bulwiik-. 
m the loll tint the />;< uf de\ doped uiotdmatd\ 
as >h< uitued illc \\<q witcr He dunbafd up 
the Him dejs to Die hdfduk lie wait foiwird 
tuftda the sepnn sol till Ik gol *ighi up mtn 1 1 it 
bovA im oi ill dun until lie e mght tin f< n 

st\\ ( ilcluin 1 1 1*» vs it h lus It ft bind he ihuw 

hmxoJf ernt md >o I mdmg lifted fiom lb hoof 
tlx '-oundmg biu lie \uin s it time limes in a 
md s| up. it om [is ioh m i>ty>ndHx loan <\ tin 
l)ow It slipptd Urn u s h his tmgu*, tnd the little 
whi p < f *• te if ! ted v 'lieh the \ called irf then lan- 
uii^ tie m k, ' Jnmd sluiph mto the sea 
In Jin< pod t it i inn nd t it ] aid the (> ilot 
ran bent uid ve s npidh dt dodging lound tlu 
>ta\- codling tin lux u on and letting it dip 

thion h l Jus luij. ts |u * 1>* fun lie hid got to tJu 

poop m Hus n nn* k e l lm the lux shckcmel md 
he hauled He ^itlnn 1 it up with the slack m his 
left Hind in e e it toe p I* ism<[\ nd wad f< iwird 
to tA* hi pi im i in haixugtoihe fort day 
Time w s no t m i e % tpt the \ay little none 
whuh i old linker rummy dsad before* a f nhng 
wind md n< a and lliai the light dank (if a titling, 
pikin' is shi rolled H* tad again* and onu 
agim n a the m ut hi through Uie Ma? and une 
ig on e mic dt h ipmg md dodging hke a eat, pxs- 
ma th< lint aiouni tin tu but ending up thr. 
ni e aimddup f«dmg 1 ottom lit went loiwaid 
Jtoi tlu third lime 
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This tune he st&mf longu Ihf ^hml was more 
and mou appaifrtt ^tlu >c a b'jan to inn across 
nid tumbled 4ht imini u toorl up m tliur pi ices 
Tin Lives torWaid pjpai up jn nine it% ibc\c the 
Inlfduk Hut and th ]Vw bmllu done kept 
Pun platen undmuubcd as tit 1 mk »f th >m md 
t In respert of the c^hu ini Lis Mud uqmml that 
tin a should do The two me n at tl ion s r indaulp- 
tui < cl In Jen Ik £?< m to lool PioK u\ic in nd to strain 
then cats lot ordus In tin. muht cl ti n it ten turn 
ilun slide It nh appealed n^ltlcki (Jinn ashore 
Ic Inch than a house wind w pt md full of 1 iri^led 
ti 1 and inland tin > eouicl a p t <- tiio < 
tilts md lliat of \ ( Jirntiui « lmi cli which 

muled a “Romm ha 1 bom 1 in Pil 1 1 ist h xm 

llu weipht stmek b« Ion tin Inn 1 m u tokened, 
ind tlie red tnuk was ouj w ite 1 md <)i \ 

Ihe Pilot called out euilt irith V uk dap ” , 
and haidlv had In done so win n tl iu nu n 1 n \\ ug 
tin Mgntf ran iorw >rd md hmd u t t I k t m ihnung 
to the- mast forv\ mi of Ha su] where he could see 
the Pilot fulh the next pi t Inland the nna where 
ltt t ould heai the iy>nk of Ins ton 1 ide the third 
amidships to p us cm tl 0 e onunami te *hc helm 
T01 twenty mmubs dui tint that w sn erics 
of slioufed oi dels as the weight ml tlu lint showed 
sho il to the left or to the 1 ijJtt 

‘led board hnd */> “ Ki{ht board iJJ f ' 
“Right board hateH'’ “ Right 1 " md “Hud 
oi or * ’* twite as then ramc 1 sudden bend m the 
clhnnc 1 

riun tbo tide took the //a hid, th IVak w/ucl 
had been dropped dm mg tins manoeuvre, was 
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hoisted again, the banks were dear, dose and 
defined, the pace was rapid, the v&ier calm. They 
reefed up the sail to see weu under it, and all of 
them knew that they were at |g$t iti a Roman rivei. 

They let go pas 4 them in disdain, as they swept 
up the stream, small hamlets from which then fled 
or lroin the shores of winch the bolder aimed at 
them mdiMtual arrows. At last, alter miles of 
going so between the marshes, they saw Wore them 
a great group of -quaie towel's and roofs, add ('Speci- 
ally that du 4 rr oj churches which were for them 
the mark of plunder. 

But already the weight came up muddy, and, 
even for the light di aught of the Broad, the liver 
had grown doubtful. The heavy stone which was 
their mooring (for they despised the Koman anchor) 
was slung overboard at the bows, and its cable was 
fastened to bitts The down stream, already strong 
with inland water and with the slack of the tide, kept 
them steady. The slaves were landed , they cast 
up a rffbund and weie set to watch 

The next day these tew pirates demanded ransom 
oi the outer monasteries of Norwich. 
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THE SI MMl h 'll I IK'. 

Windiest?] W'V-* iht unlit r f Si\ a I i s,h id Hule the 
Jtt Abbcv outsult l hi pi*-. u t* t Wimln <4<r wlui 
Westminster v*as 3ahi to Ioiu) n In whit + rllms i 
^tiool ta tJjf m lyhliowhood uid jLtt ichea t th -\l)be\ 
ic irn«fgttt$}, jn t oof 10 tht hit Dan s ii ionqu* t aud 
huifyuif of that i ilk) 
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THE SUMMIT? or 1002 

U P on Itchon, on a gravd b mk that lookd south- 
ward uvct tin iapid dmty ol tin" strum, stood 
a lon^ but, thati jtxcd. 

II was made in tins wry Yount? o iks and hooch's 
lud bum %>ht asunder lmethways, and trtnimod 
a little at the suits lull loots bid bun lift rough 
and large , J he outer rounded suit s with the balk 
still on, had also ken kit untoudicd Tin smooth 
split side made the inward wall and tin batk made 
I he outward. It was as do< p i» a stabli might lie, 
hut very low \ in n, tv<n without lus helmet on, 
had to bow in order to pass omit r tin lintel. In 
length it was pet haps SO ft Du it woe but few 
windows in it, and those windows wen not glar'd, 
I he thatth was old, paidnd and patched over 
again, with tone quite ntw picu at (her onto, where 
a travelling Welshman lud thatchid it, ior the 
people of the plat o thatclud ill, and mdt i d m evety 
ait they trusted to the forugmi fiom be vend the 
sea or fiom beyond the marshes. 

This long, low hut was a school, but to what 
parish it belonged no one could evo lave told you, 
for it belonged to several and < ustom was very 

4 
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confused : hut in flic mam it belonged to. and was 
judged by, iho Abbey of Hyde, wliere lay the bones 
of AJlrul, and whtu there* was chanting ill dav 
long. In the Stokx>, both Vtoithy and Kingly , as 
also m Sutton, w hit h was the Bishops lam», little 
duldren wen ( uidit liter Mass whatever 1 ■. neces- 
sity to a Chi ist nn man - as, tin hour Last Ilmigs, 
the St\ n 1)< idly sin-, flu. Twelve Gifts of tin 
Holy who-t tit It ui Mai> both in Latin and in a 
lot at in mat oh of alnch llu populate weie fond, 
the 1 ’ ltd No'-t<r in f atm alont and tht Cited b\ 
heait with a lilt It pn/t tot wlioevei could sav it 
qiu la-t 1\ la^'tr Diy Hun also they vine 
taught th* djilutb* r uid how t > cai vo it upon wood, 
and t hi y win < night tin* nanus of the month"* and 
th' da\ . in i uli md tint things the KdriaicL*, 
did o-p<ndly Uu intrudes), and among these 
notlum' moj< hilly th cu tlie story of Adam and Eve 
and of tin 1 Jood 

'Hast limits vuc taught m the village dime Jus 
afti r M is- on Sunday , but flit s< hool here on Itthen 
wa ol j different loud To brain with, the sip 
win sid'd, the clniTth of ltdicn Stoke lay just to 
the ra t upon a swud, and' bi tweert It and the 
school was a null oi stones which heathens had 
rai >ed to deul> Ik, foie our Lord cam^atid before 
"t Jo a jib had lauchd at the mouth of Avon and 
had built tin Holy Hui at Glastonbury; a thorn 
from Glastonbmy grew beside the door. 

Hu- -i hool iva tor -mlt as would learn more 
titan w.ts in ci -vii\ to rurv Christian man. It 
was foi such as cJisiud to read Boethius and Yugil 
and all the Offices, It was also for those who would 
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know histoiy from the beginning of the woilil, and 
how to re ckon large "sunn, ami small, and the names 
ol st mnge beasts, and wlwl (onntnii that were 
tluoughout the world 

Fwtnfy or tlurty at the most oi the boys and 
i oung men of the plate umn In it on < \ t r\ diy of 
(hi week, except on FeuM l 'ay- and a monk liom 
Hyde taught them It had so uin foi moie than 
one bundled yeai s since Mired dud \n\ one 
that would learn might conn horn ifbr Mass till 
Hit meal beiore noon, and tint iru d b> should have 
hu in recompense lot hi’ stndt to winch tnd the 
school was endowed and t dhd aftu tin nime of 
Our Ltdv of (mod KuowUd^t hou<' funiiw - 
ol whom an image, tuned in oak I>y Umls stood 
above the roof, turning with tin tad ol tin aipent, 
whom she crushed, In wa\ ot wcathmwk The 
(iidowment of this school was a h< Id woith twenty 
shillings, which is an o\ It ant, tint is iutlu shil- 
lings to the school, fiv< shilling'- to Mm* lit ,tcr, and 
the other three shillings to the Km > but ilways 
twelve shillings to the sc liool cun m .1 bad hai \ ( st , 
though the it st shou^f! bide and tht King when he 
wolf* hi> ciowti dt.Wnnhestu would <ominon]v 
make largesse of the time shillings to the school 
at Pen tec o' t, so that the sc hoi, ns could be pi muled 
tor without need of their work foi hay or haiicst 
l 'pon the day winch was the Fea >t oi Om L (l dy 
of Good Knowledge then wu» a hohcliv tlitte, and 
an annual quai 1 el betwetn the F.ithu rutoi and 
the Pi test of Stoke for the use of tin v lunch, aud m 
this quarrel youths were oft<'n wounded and some- 
times killed, and the Bishop of the city mvaiubly 
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decided for the parish. On such art occasion monks 
would come from Hyde, bearing some relic of 
Alfred, and would proudly bear it in procession 
around the school, to the intolerable exasperation 
of the priest. 

The school, I say, had stood a hundred years and 
more; since Alfred and now Sweyn was near. It 
was summer. The harvest had just been stacked 
into the barns, and the boys were droning in their 
manner louder than the bees outside. The sun fell 
full upon Itchen, caught on its twenty million little 
ripples, and the dancing light from that water shone 
reflected through the door in a moving pattern upon 
the walls and ceding of the room. The Father 
Tutor had twice repeated in Eitin the phrase of 
dismissal, win*n In; called a young man up before his 
desk and said to him ; “ Now are you fit to be a clerk, 
and at Michaelmas you shall come from your father s 
forge to Hyde. But if you would come now, first 
show me what you know.” When he had said this 
the young man waited a little, and then repeated in 
Latin the Psalm “ In Exitu,” and all the while the 
old man nodded his head contentedly, for no pupil 
.of his had been so word-perfect since the child of the 
London woman had died in the green (Christmas of 
five years before. Then the lad said, in their order, 
to the admiration of his companions, the major 
prayers, and answered rightly upon the Emperors 
of Rome and the feats that Virgil did in ln$ brazen 
tower, and the descendants of Noah, one by one, till 
it was plain that there was no end to his learning. 

. The old man was ready to take him away, and 
they went together over the water meadofr towards 
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Hyde and the city, talking in the Latin tongue, and 
without one word in the vulgar, upon divine things, 
until they came to the gate of the Abbey, where 
the Brothei Porter, who had been warned, asked 
them, as ritual would have it, in the name of Aided, 
' wfiom he brought thou-.” The Puloi answered : 
“One who would be a priest.” Then the porter 
said: “What will lie do toi his puosihood ? " 
And the boy answered in uph . " I will foige in 
the Abbey forge.” When lie had said this they 
lid him m, and they shut the gates behind him, 
as though to, cut luin oft from the w-nld. 




On October 4 , iut) 6 , (i pul noth i f mui ii in all jmu> 
ol luiopf, a Inftlian it ilia \ in in Iliitoii, bill M 
»( thin 1 rwcli, lid b) Willi nn iln DiV n \ nmmdv, 
whiilwdidwaiiltlifldiilis'.ii li'lniilniu ili Inti d 
fmaMfulM 1 fWiuMW iluihtnui 
Bndc tlit W civiM nip))i'iti H 1 1 11 n ltd, uk mid i 
tliat prounodl ooblf, liad mpthtd n lull spud In 
YiiiWuk* to mat lln mink Hi mnkst u not 
diKiniuifil till veiv Inti in tin drt,jml uluHImnui 
no regain j'lihiul, the rultitij? ill o) li,. m ami Hit 
attempt to pi*vent the inloinulioii jml mivniisitioii 
ot He enemy could only be pMii ahi m 
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T HE heimit in the wood btyond the Bnde was. 

very proud. He wa*- not proud by nature- 
on the contrary it we humility wluch had made 
him heroine a heirnit hut i Ion* acqunntami with 
mankind, with whom ht favomabh compand, and 
tin men using uvereno of hi uughboms had made 
him pioud He was proud bu uk ill the way from 
Dungencss through the Wald up to (lowboiough 
Top In* was tin only Hoh Wan Thru wt n , indeed, 
the parish priests, though but ftw ivm of these m 
the uplands, in the mirsh pulsin' 4 mu cspcmllv 
along the sra-shoie, but they vvete of little utrount 
m his eyes, and of no very gn it .mount m those of 
thru parishioneis jjiomc sun maincd om r tbt k ft 
some brazenly niaiyed and giun to aigumcnt that 
such mamage was told able All wm dmnken 
Ik would wager that tin re was no min tonsuied 
between Thanus and tin sea that c mild propt-ily 
interpret the Creed the \po4hs’ < lecd, let alone 
the Nicenc Creed Nay, time vuu few tlut did 
not make a slip m tin spoktn parts of tin Mass, and 
when it came to singing it wa« deplorable ioi Ins 
part it was Jus bounrkn duty to walk over into the 
valley of the Rother and hear Mass upon Sundays 
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and upon ccitam Erasts, hut he sat there in his 
Jittk' hut waiting tor tlrt* day when good hermits 
should he the put tun of mankind, and he himself 
should he a pi list as i priest should be. But lie 
would not take outers , not he , he would have 
nothing to do with the at cursed hand of Stipand. 
lie had oiue wall id to Canterbury. It had taken 
him two la\s and tin sight he saw at the end of 
it was quite i nough 1 le cursed all those who made 
lax tlu servin of ( loci and when any man made 
nuntinn of ih< \uhbidmp in his presence Ik spat 
upon tin- ptound 

lb- sat Unis lonely in his little hut, with an ex- 
plication wind) was at ome \ ague and eonviiu ing 
that better tilings were at hand. The loids were 
decayed, the thrpv wen* I'onupt. ignorant and 
rare, the populace had no tone- - even the keen and 
talkative nun who workid about the charcoal 
smelting-forge' were besot ten in temperament and 
servile, bul tetter things were at hand. I low 
they would Mime in could not tell. He thought, 
indeed, tliat the v.ojst ol the darkness had past, 
for thne Ind bet n new*., da vs pud days past, of the 
landing of vet anotlnr host #f pirates: yet he 
waited with an mb tun faith for -order, tor a light 
sptead over the land and tor a dignified and fixed 

soi ict \ . 

He wn just upon eighty years old. He had 
something of a memory- and, above all, a tradition 
-ol tw-ttn things, for his father had revered and 
|ullo\v<d Ihiiistan, and he himself had hung lip 
against tlie wall of lus hut a. leaden image ol that 
man whom he alieady* called a saint. In Mayfield 
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he had friends who thoroughly agreed with this 
contempt of his for the decline of the countryside, 
and who partially understood his dinging to a 
resurrection of it. 

Filled thus with a large dream, very confused 
hut very powerful, he sat that night and slowly 
drank his ale out of a large, round, wooden bowl 
which he held up to his mouth with both hands as 
he supped it. It was a good four hours alter sun- 
down and there was no kind of noise in the Vale of 
Brede. A damp and somewhat cold mist was over 
all the countryside, and every now and then one 
could hear the drip of the wet falling from the 
leaves of the trees. 

To him thus melancholy there stumbled in 
through the opening of the. hut (for it had no door) 
a wounded man. 

This man was very 7 tail in stature, not very 
broad-shouldered, strong in the muscles of the arms, 
and uncertain in his gait. His taco was long and 
narrow, hair let to grow for weeks straggled over 
it, and it was as pale and dull as a wet leaf in 
autumn. The man had light blue eyes, not without 
fever. He staggered down, flopping upon the bench 
which ran by the side of the hut, and stared at the 
hermit for a good lialf-minutc without speaking ; 
the hermit, looking at him, saw that all his left arm 
was bandaged up in rough rags ; they were dirty 
and saturated with blood. 

The new-comer spoke in a weak tone and yet with 
violence, but what he said was quite unintelligibly 
From his accent Ire was certainly northern, perhaps 
a Northumbrian man, but it was stupid of him to 
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speak IiK language in the south. The hermit spoke 
rapidly to him in Latin. It meant nothing to him. 
Then he spoke to him slowly in Latin, but the man 
only replied by a stupid glare. Then the lieunit. 
in a caietul and very chosen accent, recited what 
was best known as a common greeting between 
wandeiers and himself, separating out each syllable. 
“ l'l-li mi quid quar-ns i " 

The stranger, who was already drooping with 
exhaustion, looked at him dully, and n plied by 
pulling out a loose tooth and letting his dun fall 
upon lus chest The hunut had not known that 
there were men this -ide of the sea who could not 
understand so simple a I^jtm pluase. Thoie was 
no one in Sussex hut could ha\e answeted it. That 
a Kentish man should not follow the speech of men 
from down the roast would he excusable enough, for 
the dialects c-f the coast varied, but that any human 
man should lx* quite dumb before the simplest 
conventional phrase of everyday Latin was a thing 
the hermit could not understand Ife had heard 
that the puntes were like this, and there fell upon 
him that disgust and tear of the barbarian which, 
to men who love civil nation and order, is the dis- 
gust and fear of a reptile; but his Christian spirit 
cn ercame. He let the wounded man lie down upon 
the bench, he covered him with a thick cloth, and 
he put under his head a heap of straw. The wounded 
man lay there and stared, still quite stupidly, now 
at th> burning tow in the tallow-bowl, now at the 
, ^|rlniess outside the doorway. As he lay, he mut- 
tered continually between his swollen lips and with 
his wounded and broken mouth words of the north 



.THE NIGHT AFTER HASTINGS. 109 

country; that Tostig was a great lord , that Harold 
n is a great lord ; that he knew not which was loid 
of lus loid , that lords should not foue pooi men 
to fight, that lie had conic tlnough many hncls 
ind hated them all , tint lit hated most this land 
m which d plun man wis asked to fight against 
l)oi ses, and was lut about the Ik ad vuth n<»n uid m 
which not even the men of tie pi 1 t would -.peak a 
Umstian tongue, but nnl\ nucuy So iar as any 
c motion remained in him it v is a U a that the 
heimit would bewitch luni He had didim tly lv ard 
lain use the kmgmgc of mcautation 

Meanwhile the hermit understood n< thing oi all 
this, but was still bewilduui u< milling who on 
c utli this man could bt md deciding at lad that 
lie must be one of those pn iU *> vho had so i<iuifl\ 

1 aided, and of whom Ik had lie ad tint tiny were 
not ten miles away, and whose bulk it *\a> which 
hud made a distant clamour over the brow of the 
lull that very afternoon 

l he old man sat there quite siUm md bit b\ bit 
hi> wounded guest muttered lcs-> and J^s audible 
and was at l<rt Client dsu 

Jt was now near midnight win n tlx Jx i,mt lx <ud 
outside the noise ot hoisf-lioois soughing in the 
wd clay of the woodlmd II< hud mon visitors 
There eame in two nun vuy dific nut from mv- 
thing he had met before Tlx one was still coined 
in a* coat of fine -linked mail with a Icatliu gndle 
and hanging from it a vn\ large swoid His head 
Was uncovered and round An hair cropped dose, 
the face clean shaven, with a square jaw mm 
vigorous deep brown eyes The othtr was dressed 
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in tmr cloth, Ins gloves had fui upon them, and he 
carried himself like a man who was always dainty 
and unwilling to undergo fatigue In these men 
there was no h* station Tin lust of them (who 
was in aimour) poke at once in the ( imrth Katin 
with much such ui ac < < nt a> the In rum had hoard 
on tht ]ij of monk* Inna Devonshire, W’ifrh whistling 
'*u^' andluo.I hui will a lorcjgn thinness 

He U'-kcd wmtlui u\\ nt tn had taken rcfugi in the 
hit llun hi i\ ! 11 upon tie figure wluch la\ 

quite liU upon the m mh Unit companion of his 
who was not m $ mo a -pole m a sort of soft and 
mu-icni u'*tin f tie which tin lnjimt could still 
jiM inilo v ml i jh bed tin question of Ills com- 
panion IL 1 < t nd ,iin\\<n I 

** \f\ lot ] \ >1 ii neat lojd, I know nothing 
01 fhh man o col that J have given him 
chain \ 

1 he new mu ) vuo soldi* r* and true <ol diets 
had lit m vet hern ui da i laul fhetr leticence, 
thur cho no Ihni imuKdnP action 4 ? were appal* 
hug u> the ie t nt I In hmt num ui aimoui beck- 
oned diarpK low mu the outer dokntss He was 
at oia < ok ad i wo serving mr;n diort also, bullet 
Ivadid dso stamped with the -urne stamp as then 
Jo \ lanv m <it one* hadmg bc 4 we< n thorn a tall, 
fair, htnibemng mm wlm was rloaly bound* They 
bad< him speak to flu wounded figure on the bench 
and interpret tor them 7 ho pnsonei did not dis- 
oU> but quite will ingle spoke m that northern 

t ku of In^ a tew incomprehensible words and 
>n shook his hr ad. The hermit did not under- 
stand the words, but he half understood the gesture. 
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He leant over the bench, and makim> the sign of the 
Cross upon himselt and rilter^ards in tin air above 
the head ul the wounded nun, he said to them in 
1 atin ; " He is dead," 

The Norman knight and his Kalian companion 
stood Somewhat relaxed at the news, but not im* 
pleased, h if a long quest, to who li they had boon 
oidered and which they hail tliiiiNhe* thought 
unless, was now ended fhe\ ldt with tin liennit 
two (if their serving-men and money tor the burial 
and for one Mass only. J he money was ot a sort 
the hermit had not seen Indore. 

The.se lords then lode out into the night with 
their followers, making toj then (amp, and next 
morning the hermit lured with the money mven 
him six woodland men, who but* the Northumbrian 
upon a litter, and he was bulled in tin 1 rlntielivard 
merdhe hill by the Kotlier, and one Mass was said 
lor his soul, 
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jiw ii i.H 

On Jum is i is th I ( if , ik t Otfi nl wc ilth\ 
in i li nit h^b i ilngt iiul lit n n' tin king 
film ( Kim t wlintt Ih \ n id u n i f t i hi rhftal 
ahtud), m llu m ill I him qpit Stmi( r 
fjdvn* maicli d tl U n nm h m I u 1 a Hi tbne 
is 'nth *o i (in it t 1 1 1 t nlirniiru thru nu\ ilcgcs 
winch tin \ l) i di swu tit inn t ip 1 1 i «t(lu 
ijjiti'it I >1 Ih I 11 In m dtln it ltd maw aid, 
Imt hr tti mtii t h ci th 1 i\ < t il\ f( vti 1 h< 
upltti f tin cuttnl t i mm nt tpu t tin. an ttcucv 
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|UM h, 12T-> 

T HERF is an unmistakable now of ta\ iliy upon 
the manh win* h is not m i\ u.ilih tlx noise of 
the sea, when it bn aks pi ntlv a/ met i sliuif Ie bea< h 
the day atti r a storm 

I lus now w.ii !x ml i loop vuy otf down the 
straight Roman Road 

The village of Staines had I mg tvpntnl to heai 
that now, foi unit is Inti gon< t n hi ton to malt 
things rtady foi uiossinp It \va mar r In longest 
day of the yt « and within a fortnight ot M John’ 4 
Eve, that the news t mu to th»m ind thy had 
made ready for runy two da\ , foi the host, rather 
wealthy tlian laigp, but still towdoiblt would 
have found no smttnanu m the pint it promon 
had not been made Hit summer lad betn early 
and thoif was alieath hav fioin the \bbt\ mead at 
Olertsey. It was bought it a high pruo, but was. 
likely to be sold at a lindur till Oats had tome 
down the rtver, though at Windsor ibne lud been 
stmt orders not to sill the ehandlus lnd gone 
further afield to the Middle liytht and had had, 
a few of them, the best of luck in Oookham market 
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unknown to the King , for the King was secretly 
forbidding market. 

The ptople ol Staines, bung for the most part 
poor peopk, had made a story of the quariel be- 
tween the Kin/ and thr nr 1 j rut n, and (bemg pooi 
people) hid tuktn sid* •> and mad< a sort oi game of 
it, burthcr a\va\ m Bt (Hold 01 it Oxlord, the thing 
had beronu a -ort of hgind, uid men went together 
m massu for tluir loid oj foi the Kme , tinny more 
wont b\ the pm^t md took sides according to his 
leaning toi tie puest \\ is often a good mm— bat 
tins \va^ m the nmotu villages 

Further still, no i»oi ( ol the quirt el had come, 
but only tin plain knowkcUrt of it, and a vague 
mteiest it that " Jtt Hum fight it out 5 dheie 
liav( hem main vvus* \\ us ai< good things ' 

Right awa> <it il ir ends of the unmtrv, m the 
Countns P-ddun upon the Ataufus and on the 
westward slop*' oi l>von, th* minds o t men weie 
made up the Ik ul of the kingdom was in trouble 
as usual but thr^ \\*n healthy md secure and tlicv 
despised ill tins f nullified turmoil Only tight 
up noith (ould \ou have found partisans, them, 
mdtul, so iiianv lords gnat and small, agiced 
togetbr and hid foi w» long agreed, had so tilled 
their benefices md wne so supported by the groat 
isolated monaslmcs of then countrysides that all 
the world went fogethu and w is determined tilt 
John v, is a wuh< d m m and tliae was an end of it. 
Yoihshiu was a <orl ol sepai ate country oft thr 
matter, ind for a little the three Ridings would 
have n>cn and marrlud south tot, 'ether. 

Not so the village of Starnes, London was the 
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county town of Staines, and Staim s vaguely de- 
spised Iondon a plan m which a poor nun had 
no mind of his own Staines, It ft to itself, would 
have natural tv dmded if amt tl ose uch and 
ofiensne nit i< hunts who wen dw i\s for icbellion 
at a pine Bet thru stum - \u, m the shadow of 
Wlildso' Thigh, tin 1 in (liman had been lnt 
by a foHstu and tin mitstu hid paid ni guild. 
Beitiam, f died ‘ oi Brittany ’ (winch place neither 
he noi his l.itlur had iui sun but lu was a 
swaggeung hllow and livid a 11 mu '), mat have 
been lying when Jic said that lu ft uplit with the 
giant who whs poiic 1 .it tlu ( istl( gate, but 
whither he was lying 01 iot, lu had most cirtamlv 
been shut up tot thin da\s and lud only appealed 
at Musa upon Sundiv *dh a uowth of li 111 on lus 
chin and a staived look which was intolerable to 
Ins iellow villains of Stamis Impnsonmeut was 
for rich men, cm nut's of the King, not ioi poor 
mill with vvnos and children ilc pendent upon their 
labom Morcovfi, altci Mas , tlu wifi ol Bertram 
(misealli d of Brittany) had tilled at him pubbety 
and had taunt id him Ml tins his fellows laid to 
(lit King Hun tilso, wc must not foiget that a 
seijcant of the Kings, hum mg to London with a 
wut, liad his horse shod at the Budge Forge, by 
t|u' streain, and had gone oti without paying, which 
w.ii a most abominable thing 
The people of Staines, thin lore, divided between 
their contempt of ] ondon anel their dislike of a 
King close by, all m a castle and lu ceding haughti- 
ness m his servants, naturally nude two factions; 
but the factions only played a game, and the 
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real interest of both was to know that a fight 
w is on 

Jn this ( uh moimng therefore, many were out 
and watching eastward dong the Roman Road, 
and rtnny he itd that hist mums! ikabli noise oi 
cavalry m u china 

Long before you could distinguish men you could 
sec, twinkling down the perspective ot the rigid line 
oi pivmg Hpakles oi colour and the sun already 
hiw.ii though the iioui was •■o c uly caught metal 
here anel the re 

tin ho t idv triced it guw m clamour and 
m Mvidinss It niadt m t \rd]< nt show md it 
ddiglrtm the piopli oi stum Women began to 
Cedi tin n dnldun to orm out and see, me! when 
the lavdc dt pi id tlu two Roman altar done s 
which milked tlu s cud boundaiy of the nnnoi 
upon tin hiphwiy you nudit sa\ th it all the people 
oi st tme nc irlv ) tin usnnl oi them were maling 
a hedee upon uthc wele ot the and to watch the 
lieh nun md ilu dc rk^ and their nrowcl of servants 
go b\ 

flu Batons ilfid d not looser the populace 
putting on the ittttuchs winch go wdl with ijms 
By a Hirt of worthy pompo ltv wnmg no useful 
end, but acting as ) symbol most ot them were 
ar#hed tun a* tlu hour llu vi tlllucr lure and 
tin if held \ i^or hmged to their helmets, but they 
did not e ii r \ tin nil ( I ition *o> 1 u a^ to Keep them 
done! r h< v Ind them thrust up above tht lore* 
hetd md iiom bene ith them thur *qtiife } tenth 
decs stood out framed md shaven The wuth 
of the Bridge Loigc pointed one ol these Visot 



RUNMYMEDE. n<} 

rarities out to his little son and said : '* It is a 
now fashion. Your unde made such a thing in 
Easter week, but lie broke it in the making ” t 
The lesser men of the cavalcade had neither the 
affectation of arms noi of silmer , they |ostlcd 
together, they joked at the crowd is they passed, 
and the tonsured dirks upon tluir nudes were 
umversil butts, but they took tm jokes good- 
natuiodly, and one of litem, whom a man in the 
crowd had punched a In tie too haul «i> h< passed, 
said ovei 1m should* r. ‘ S iiadorte ihaholo ! . . . 
It ts maftei of excommunication * ... f am of 
the wood of whnh Pope-, ate madi 1 ” 

To which tb< villain who hid punched him 
answered . “ Not with sui h knot-, m it 1 ” 

^Vnd the aged ritual |<>k< provoked moie laughter 
than if it had been news 

hor elose upon two hour-. they straggled bj, if 
you count the heavy and broad whet ltd w iggons 
that came after than, ill piled with stuff md tent- 
poles, and here and then aims. 

Tile horses were all sfoni, tush and new, rom- 
mandeered in London, loi the hoisis ol the forced 
niaiih from Bedford had hem sold lot nothing to 
the 1 knackers and lie snull mm of London, and 
the Barons, espei lally the north* m Banins (who 
took a special pride in horses), had seized all t|jat 
Was best in the capital, paying for it bv promises 
upon the King, tluir eneniy 
The host came to the bank of the river, md there 
they deployed. The glass wa- new’ and fnsh, but 
they soon trampled it down ; they stick hed Itom ■ 
the mouth of the Colne a mile and more down 
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stream, and ready for them, like a little fleet, were 
the ferry-boats from miles above and below* 

The June morning was clear and brisk, but the 
air smelt of recent ram, and the liver was running 
heavy over the weir The old stone which marked 
where, centimes before, a Roman bridge had stood, 
were co\eiod by tin flood, and showed like gleam- 
ing bosses under the lush of the river* Squared 
timber lay piled upon tithu bank, all oak from 
Windsor but the new bridge wa- not yet begun 
One hour aftu another tin big fur^ -boats topk 
over horses and nun Onlv, of all that host, not 
a fifth pissed tin stu mi only the rich men and 
the mote important of the clerks and the savants 
of eithu. \11 thu t whose rank entitled them to 
sueh an exhibition, and who were not die uly armed, 
put on tliur shirts of steel lmlv and stiappeef on 
thar heavy sc th harried .words before the crossing, 
and so < rossed u uiy 

Upon tlu fuither shore was the wide stretch ot 
turf called Rumivmcde 

At the fai end of i mde or so of flat and mown 
grass the carpentexs had put x up a stage. There 
were short punted masts wiih forked pennants 
upon them and a very ua> tent, upon the dioopmg 
portal of whuh stood as upon a banner, m flaming 
cuxnson igaimt gold, the thm Jeopards pf Anjou, 
and sitting unehr tin., trill in the sunlight that 
beat upon him from the erst and south, sat a man 
who bote, concentrated m his gesture, though he 
was stated and had for the moment a royal mpose 
about him, the energy of the Plant agenet* Hu 
sound, cropped, powerful head, thick neck, high 
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shoulders and broad, his exquisite care m dress 
and the concealed contempt and anger of lus eye, 
would have betrayed bun even under a disguise 
ioi the King 4s he sat time with all the cir- 
cumstance oi kingslup about him, lie could not be 
appioatlud without aw< \t las right stood, with 
the utmost cot mom ind in the iulltst accoutie- 
ment, the Archbishop, pu tending an irapattial 
semet belaud whom was a ntinuc ; upon his 
left, down tin step-, of t he pi it form, were many 
who weit not noble m blood but who had served 
him as solduus in bis wais, and who Tiow< d more 
than their mastci the m; < 1 thit tint it It against 
the wialthy nbcls 

Iowaiels this gioup id\ mud, in a deputation, 
some do/('H of the gnalti nun md two clerks. 
F.n behind them, upon a table that the y had 
found placed, wa, a parchment attended b> a gmup 
of priests llu King see nit d not to hi it. But 
ho fixed his gi/t slcadilv and courtcoush upon the 
atUaneuig group, lit rose m spite of lus rank, 
and went down the step' towards tin m with a sort 
of undulating wall# winch foi all ins reputation 
and his known valour, wts oitensne to the men 
who watched him Hi ‘•inikcl; he seemed at 
ease — and he greeted his enemies as though the 
function weie one of honour to himself and to thqpa. * 
Then they knew, as did the crowd behind them, 
that tht Charter would be signed Guv of Clifton 
was very glad, for he knew that the weir ovei the 
Thames before his house would be lifted, and that 
he could make what u venue oi fish he chose. And 
Godfrey of Poynings was gladder still, for he knew 
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that his fine would be judged by the custom of the 
Rape ot Brambei, and that no neighbour would dare 
to lecovei All these great men and small m the 
feudal (ruwd win glad tor one reason of money or 
another, and they saw that their demands were 
secure. 

What they did not see was tin 1 darning outburst 
ot the soldier , the way that he would break his word 
to pieces m Ins auger as he had broken a sword 
upon the marble table m he- anger at Rouen ; they 
did not set tin gnat raid to the north, the burn- 
ing farms and tin campaign of fury that all but 
restored king-hip to England. 



John's son, King flcniv ill <t min ii prat pid\ dis« 
tipbfd b) ntanolhei nbiiiiuti n In Hums uul th? 
ivimMi? of lotidon, iltH cm tun mow uuv diwn 
to Hip Cuujuc I'm Is and n up ovu tmkmui Irotu Dm 
t 1st lo Lewes with Ins win in r uU Mn, r (if IK* 
Baipns’ mull and (In v allu fin n 1 1 don In it I k Ich- 
mg, in tin* W( aid o{ Susa, to the n t*lt if I mi md 
of the ikw, midi i tin iinduii i( Sun p k Vfont* 
fotf, a nmlif, ii) oJ tin 1 (it d I until ii bli who a 
fi'nn ilionbotoie hadd fnyddu \ll’ mi u T htitir» 
On May K% thin iMul mm mtmdtli ( h uU nf e nf thft 
Ktug, and on tin* nth it bi un unij uul ippi it Id 
flit cstaipni'Hit of tin Diwrs in oidu to i uh Itwts, 
whfie the KmpK , nifty lu r 
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MY I J, 12(>4 


AS Du Tries of Ma\ (Jim m ir, tlu royal army, 
/~\uti(i(i a Irtsli niotniii" billowed the nariow, 
sunken and tortuous load tint ltd tiom lluist- 
mom eau\ along the \ al< oi Uljntlt At such an 
hum it might h.ivi been mmmi, so timls vas the 
air with a pleasant mist, ahoa wliuii bale, massive 
and bare, stood silent Niw glass had changed 
every a>p<d ol tlu vall^, old tin thickets, now 
m lull 1» of. hid with that beauty chance lubbers 
of the Wuld whom tlu mast of tlu 1 manh horn 
Wmdielsca and along the castles of the sea-coast 
had attracted out yf then woods Now they fell 
upon au ndiausted stiagglu wlun the host had 
passed; now upon sonu waggon, stud, fast m the 
heavy clay, and miles behind the real -guard. For 
it had rained all night with a warm lain, and the 
trampling of the horse along the stiaight lane had 
left a morass behind, difficult for the baggage- 
train. 

The cuckoo was twice heaid towards Alfristone, 
and from a spinney that fringed Mount Cabum 
came the mockery of nightingales, when, not later 



i*6 THE EYE-WITNESS. 

than nine o'clock, the four trumpets and the banner 
(which was the banner of Britain, a dragon in- 
haded from tin Kings of Wessex and from their 
ancestois, the tree and wild princes of the Devonian 
lulls, of Cornwall of the Lbk* of (anleon, and of 
Tnitagel) topped the i ise fiomwhu h wn be seen, not 
a mile away lx yond the nvi i, the height of Lewes 

The mw stoms oi the wall shone white against 
the morning (for the' Min peipetually showed be- 
twun the clouds which now had begun to snury 
across the shy), and to tlu left, down the Valley 
oi the ( )us( tin mat shes gk amed nt high tide. 

No one had madi a musto of the host, but it 
was far smaller than the garnson had expected 
Too many hoises had been thiown away at Ton- 
budge, and tlioic liad been too much toremg of 
the pa^e m tJiat gi^at sweep of Iheus touiid east- 
ward by tlu Cinque Poits tow aids Lewes, the 
stionghold of the (fU.ainines They rode into the 
town. 

Them w K \" no one m the town who could tell them 
how much oi what the nbel aimy had done; but 
a sbphvrd irom the Downs lucj biought news that 
a gipsy had gnen him, s i\mg Iiqw a gieat host was 
already gatheied m the Weald, and this was all 
they kne w 

The Idc s of May w<re approaching, but had not 
yet come, when they It amt that the enemy lav 
mai A hnald came in with the letters of De 
Mont fort, tmd to these the King trplied. 

Nijdit fell, and then was no certainty in the 
garmon or upon the walls Prince Edward sat 
nght mto the night with Luzignan, drinking wine 
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and filling his youth with the imagination of the 
fight that was at hand. 

*#*#**■ 

Meanwhile, in the Weald, to the noith of Lewes 
Gap, on the day of the \V eald and in the oak-trees 
of it, the determined’,' fanatii al and motley army, 
not an army of chivalry but of the rt bellton, watched 
all night and pra\ ed to God. 

They made tiieir confessions to the numerous 
priests, many of them w, induing pnests who fol- 
lowed the army; <fie\ knelt by torches and re- 
ceived the ab-olution o! tin Bishop who had joined 
the host ; few slept -ann with this, singular, un- 
military preparation (Ik ‘ Armv oi the Cause of 
iltaven ” braced thonisdvcs thiough the darkness 
to meet the adventure and t lie strain of the moriow. 
There were many men then* paid 1o come, many 
who had come from tabulation, but mam' more 
from enthusiasm ; there w re squires of the north, 
to whom the dialects of middle England and ot the 
south were even more unfamiliar than the French 
which they stammeied now and then in the attempt 
to fallow that the\ were gentlemen. Them were a 
great mafas of Londoners, thousand > upon thou- 
sands, held in a lofrsc discipline by their wealthier'; 
fellow citizens ; there wore peasants drawn from ’ 
every county between Trent and Thames ; and 
aparti governing all, were the Barons, contemptuous 
of any tongue but their own, and exchanging but 
rarely as they moved in the crowd at night those 
phrases wliich, six miles away in Lewes, men also 
of their rank were exchanging : the pure' northern 
French of civilisation and ot the Crusades. But 
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the man who gave them all one soul, and in whose 
mystical and exaggerated mmd their confused as- 
pirations took form and lived, Do Mont fort, was not 
seen until the day began to dawn 

When the day dawntd upon those Ides of Mav, 
and the thatched roofs of Fletchmg could be dis- 
tinguished b> ttie armed men < ampmg m the village 
streets, the latn an w as hitter with the bitterness 
that belongs to this* undn parts of the Weald, 
A white host lay o\ei the sodden meadow, and it 
still showed white undo the beginnings of the day, 
winch still struggled agaimt the slanting rays of 
the moon , for the moon had not yet M't, though 
even moment -»ho became palei and palei above 
Ditchlmg and the Downs to tiie west* In that 
mixed light the leader appealed and lode amongst 
them 

He was the lirst to be mounted, and all the hour 
of ordering was ins own woik amongst the many 
thousands Hi was 4 u mowed, m spite of the 
length of the march lx ion In m lie tiusted nunc 
but lumsilt, two men hom the Perigotd, Ins 
. squires, iode bilimd him, but dared not speak. 

He gave separate and personal commands to the 
.heads of the Ioom companies Now and then, as 
must always lie the fashion oi groat commanders, he 
turned abruptly to rate some common man whom 
he saw ill-accoutred. The common man would 
tremble, but could only partly understand, for he 
had but a partial community of tongue with this 
great lord. 

be Montfort went slowly along the whole length 
of tliat two miles of men before he allowed a saddled 
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horse to go forward or a company to turn and form. 
He was careful* to distinguish that the white cross 
was sewn upon breast and shoulder ; lie found one 
man Staggering under what was ]< ft in him of the 
night’s beer, and had him sent bark to the baggage- 
train. He struck auolhet that had \entund out 
of the rough line. H< sal emt and iiim, though 
he had not vet eaten (for fie had communicated but 
the moment before taking horse) ; on!} an occa- 
sional shifting of his foot in the Mirnip betrayed 
the weakness o( Im broken leg, now lualed 

Though the sun had not yt risen, it was broad 
day, anti tin* trees were hill t >1 buds vhen at last 
he had surveyed the wlioV, ghni command, and 
permitted the head ol the column to move. He 
kept in one place, facing the hod as it nled past, 
impressing, as it were, ph^nulW upon the multitude 
the hard face, the pale ey<\ the span and disciplined 
hguie ol the fanatic, Wluu the last ol the column 
had passed he glanced btkk at hi* waggons, saw 
them massed, and !< ft them standing on the tallage 
green, then, and only when a pickul company for 
a rear-guard had gone by and h It him alone with 
hi* two squires of tile Vmgord, did he bless imnself 
with his right hand and canter up the line. 

Twice he let his horse fall to a walk , the first 
time as he passed the slmgers, whose* exactitude 
and vigour wore his pride- as he saw them his 
own rigid face half smiled, the mouth at least, 
but not the eyes ; the second time, when, after 
he had overtaken flu* interminable and straggling 
nmk of the Londoners, he came up level with the 
mounted knights who were their leaders, and spoke 

5 
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to Segrave, for Segrave knew the dialert of the town 
and could report upon the spirit of that contingent 
which he commanded, and he said that though the y 
looked UTisuldierfy (for they wete fat burgesses, 
apprentices and lounging liverside men) He would 
go bad for thou spirit when it came to action. 
De Mont fort msvi ud neither yes nor no, hut he 
cantered on up the line, till hr came at its head 
to the wicker carnage dosed m with a wicker loof 
and -hat wi(h a wukei door that had borne him 
while his leg was healing Tins thing his intense, 
feverish and superstitious mind had endowed with 
a sort of sanctity Haem he kept bound fom 
prisoners of his, nr h men of London who had 
refused to follow his command ; and alongside of 
it was 1 isle d an enoimous long hr-pole, and in a 
bundle beside it the Kannei of the Cross and of 
Almighty God wine h he purposed to set up before 
battle upon the \ <p luight of the Downs 

These stood dul solemn find, as it were, ap- 
pealing, a little wav bifoic him; not a bapicr, 
but rathe; a pompom aV-ait provided for him and a 
platform for tdonous occasion.* He* went on, silent, 
ahead of the innv, ga/mg at the challenge, or 
luthoi the imitation ot those great hills of grass 
that wore surely created for a good cavalry captam 
to me and with < wry ‘low length of his approach 
towards them, that inspired and prophetic con- 
tnl< ni e of suc< c s> wluc h inflamed Simon de Montfort 
witli enthusiasm whether nefore vKlorv or defeat, 
swelled lus spirit 

It was m Uus mood that he crossed the gnjiken 
road that has fringed the foot of the range since 
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men first began to wander over Sussex land, and 
in tins mood that he reined in his horse again and 
drew it somewhat aside in order that he might 
watch his great command begin the collar work t 
ot breasting the steep slop of the Combe. 

Wfiat order he made, with what a vision he 
filled l^s tour battalions, what late they had, and 
how the action was decided 1 shall next dosaibe. 
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On May M ‘‘irnn d« M nilmi, Ijk tha Batons 
and thou aliit lnw It mini I lion d Insm* tin lift ol 
tin ir briOle in 11k Onvu'h ,ib i i nu , win ncrissinl 
Upni) Hit li H(ilU and mi KUtmi flu 1 k> i« piisniin 
tlur King luniH jl hi tin- w i\ » li» inbli imtln'nnitln 

uMnmlou, Viiiti liul ill i ut \ juniviK 'Kuulid aiumst 
John and had i/Mannd timn jmi J, i him of lla^na 
Uiarta, laid a foiuiditiou hi Out \u mi'< 0 Utn h 
Incunip the aust malic con ui id n „ 1 iul i„u 
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MAY I}, lX>4 

T HE windows ot the Castle ol Invis look south 
and oast over the town, north and \vK over 
that broad upland plain w hit h stiddies on to a 
tounded summit and b rail* d Mount llarrv 
At one ol these Prmre Edward stood with the 
Luzignan. boldieis in coiniumd are either ot co- 
pied beyond all bearing or (pub at huue, and 
these two had be cm at leisure tor mine hums They 
had heard Mass at dawn in the dark chapel , they 
had wandered together into the oourtyaid, and had 
thought ol riding into the open Then rank for- 
bade what each uf (neiii desired, which was to spend 
an empty day in and out of the miaow streets of 
the town, listening to the people 
It was still early morning, but some hours had 
passed since that sumrnei davhuak as these two 
leaned at the very deep, rounded window and gazed 
beyond the shadow of the Castle at the large sward 
rising to the west and north. 

Here the best muunts of the lords were grazing, 
and their valets stood by with each upon a longe, 
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seeing that none should escape ; they were heavy 
horses, largi, shoit kgs, big bands, and nothing 
lively about than but the eve for they were used 
to wui. As thi princes -.o looked, awaiting one 
more da> of foolish leisure, tlnv saw long, Him 
Imes of lift'd spoils re mg like a wood of winter 
laic Ik s (ivo the summit of Mount Hairy, throe 
moving inns of imn 'pit ad met a mile of giound, 
jerked o\ ei tin i rest «1 the hill Their movement 
was not i a pul. but it was legulai Tiny were 
distant mudi inon thin a mile, and yet, showing 
thus against tin si \hni and S( pai.ittd by the 
deaily definfd pip betwuri tin three ba tallies, 
tht-y had about litem both ordo and nu nace. 

Ai oiki the ( astle awole 'I he prrncis, as they 
heard the daimmi, saw fiom their window the 
valets (.itching at flu hoists* manes, vaulting on to 
thin hio.id Inch and galloping heavily, but with 
all the spud the > <ould towards tin nanow jx>R- 
way upon the wall It like a rare (for only 
one could p<us tlnoagh that gait at a time). They 
clusttred outsitk of it and then tiled in as quickly 
as they could, < uh couple jostling for precedence 
at the tdgi of tin diawlnidge. *■ 

flu-* hist thing m tlie minds of the pnnees was a 
wondei about the scouts, but these had "deserted 
their posts fai up upon tin 1 Downs, and one man 
only, who had bun b ft to givt warning to the guard, 
had been taught and silenced by the enemy when 
they had found him shivering under Ids gorsc-bttsh 
at dawn on the edge of the Combe. The second 
thought, since they weie soldiers, was this— that a 
rapid advance might pen them within the town. 
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That advance was never made The army of 
Sunbu de Monttort had not a suituicut discipline 
foi rapidity its morale demanded pi aye is and 
oniPD‘' as a matter ot c vhulahon , not onl\ for the 
arin'i but for Mmon dt Vloutfort’*- tempci ime.nl 
also ( praveis and ennuis wn< 1 mittei of course, 
and lint Jon, line hahe 1 up tin i< upon the lull top 
above the town hm lun md w rfehim, a quimt 
c« rnnom of kni b htli<>od bcfoie tl l\ slowh w rut 

tO til* IT JXlSltlOU*' 

When, theietoie Pri c 1 elw u ! the fust of lus 
comnund lud ridden out cejuipp d through the 
druvl;nd s t tlu line ot tlx < nun\ w i still so tai 
tint you eould not see |h 1 1 i ot 1 min nor dis- 
tinguish inythmi on] tin n< unted Irom the 
unmountee 1 men and hm im nh division but 
mrnli Ixaviei upon the 1 it linn tin right, the 
pai lilt l pole’s of the pen 

I’unct >dv\ i<l lenU oil uid nth hm the I u/i- 
gnan A no long tile of i i\ t ' tolleiweel the* 
infantry of lus eommm' lie iu r leeue> expending 
enluely upon the elmgi ilu e 11 m\ mu him 
full tunc to <le*j lo\ m the Im is st >e>d m 1 ml md 
shield liter coloured -hie 1 ! ltteeh i pitte tt all dong 
the hue oi tlio will Pnue< 1 el \ id looked tei the 
left and siw, fu away down founds the l’noiy, 
nun issuing as h id lus 1 omm li e 1 md el pl< vmg as 
lus command hid done Ih»\ wen his fithor’s 
men and his untie ol Mkmugue s th<\ abo 
formed two great, dense lines ol eivaltv so that 
at last time bodies, *■ tiling (lie* whole length of Ihe 
western wall of Lcwts awaited the aeKanteof tho 
Larons For this formation the enemy, yet halting. 
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gave them ample time. Behind the three groups 
, of the enemy, a fourth, many of its units “ dfe-» 
mounted and all in repose, stood as a kind of re- 
serve. 

If it had been intended to await battle in this 
position, and to let the royal army charge uphill 
against an orderly defence, the plan was broken by 
the rebel army’s left, which stood over against Prince 
Edward and the, Castle force. These were the 
Londoners, and while they thus stood opposite, the 
best of the royal cavalry, they themselves counted 
but few knights, and these rode, few and somewhat 
uncertain, at the head of a great mass of : foot- 
soldiers, fifteen thousand or more; the knights 
attempted to establish a regularity of formation 
for which civilians, such as their followers were, 
had no aptitude or training. But though the 
Londoners had neither, they had zeal, which is the 
mother of disaster, and as they moved under -that 
morning— the first movement in the long hesitation,- 
before the shock -it was difficult to say whether the 
untutored mass overwhelmed its mounted - captains 
or whether these were leading it ; the horses at first 
shambled heavily ; the infantry behind were at a 
slow trot . For their lack of order the footmen made , 
up by cries. .. , - ' - , ' 

As this strange initiative proceeded, the opposing 
forces on the left still maintained an exact discipline' 
and stood at arms, but the gathering rush of the 
Londoners proceeded. Prince Edward’s line of 
armoured knights, which stood to receive it, did not 
mc*ve. The unwieldy mass gained impetus, acceler- 
htyd-its movement, the leading horses broke into a 
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canter, mto a gallop, thin ruins bent forward, 
be hmd them the 15 000 began to straggle out in a 
sort of wedge where the fa-.tr i ouhan the l<s> last, 
and then, when perhaps two longbow shots sepa- 
rated Prince Edward from the apex of tlut noisy 
stream, hr bent forward looked along tin lin , and 
gave a cry winch ever 5 one who had fought beneath 
Rochester knew 

There is a wav m w'Jurh 1 hots, springs foiw 11 d 
to the spur from it nnobihtv m this w iv not one 
but several thous md -pi ug blether l In Inn ot 
cavalry swept in a rusnil like 1 annl u o\« the 
shoit grass, btlK to giouatl tun mails sword 
held out low down to tin right ot hi mount and 
every helm just show in abou tin e dm of the 
shield on tin inn aim uni if onu tie -.hock was 
joined The few knights at tin hr id o< ilus London 
mob were sti uck and r < t It d mu 1 1 1 -ti ag s t in ned 
brfoie the hot sis nut wluthrr at tin In a si s will 
or his own it wis foi lus fuerid- 01 lus dr li ictois to 
determine , it caurndout of utnm on r tin lull 
hogiave and the t*st weir jnexsed int > a m,i« ol 
struggling footmen hi which till swr ids ot I dwaul s 
command made a tuassnn tn 1 momnit or so, 
then the whole torcc ot tin Londums biokr mto 
a dust of panic, and loir tick man at lus speed up 
the slope ol the hill 

It is m tlu ehiiracti r ot su, h 1 tout that men 
flying afoot do the worst foi fhcmselvts The 
mounted knights, who 1 moment hr too had bren 
gallojang at the head ot that wrdgt of I oiidontrs, 
still ioitght and still continued then biokrn foi ma- 
tron. They got them down the steep bank to the 
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right upon flu Off ham Koad, where the mass of 
the enemy's eavaliv could hardly pursue, but the 
unmount (d londowTs ran am hem and blind up 
th( slope of the lull p mui ig nid sutler mg slaiightei, 
and liter them non gathumg to strike, now 
shopluidmg m fiom tin flanks now halting a 
moment to u ionn uid tin n dgaiihihaigmg at a 
woid, Edwaid ^ < omm md pursue d 

Tlios( lust seconds before the shock had seemed 
long, p/haps, to < it Ik r oi the eombatants but the 
puismt, thoudi long stuntd short hoi an ham 
and lor two bans tins mtumpted galloping and 
minder continued until it last a remnant of the 
Londoner h*d jot otl into the woods upon Urn 
escarpment oi tm Pnvins i huger numbet vvetc 
dragged prisoners by \ diets behind the cavalry, 
but the most 1 1\ wounded and dead all along that 
stieteh of smooth gi h \ land whtic now is the 
down lull ot tin i income is you look at it from 
the C istle of f * w< <■ 

A bunrh of t iviliy utmned, their liotsts white 
with wveat Hu ir nders heavy with fatigue, from 
an attack upon il chariot at ♦the 1 summit of the 
hill, w] ion 1 )< Me mtioi t *s bannei* flapped vigorously 
from its high pole They liad failed to find their 
quarry Diwax < I also duw icm and saw Lu&gnun 
a little way off Inltmg as he did , he drawing 
the leather pilm ot Ins glove, where no mad WaK 
over the 1 sweat erf Ins forehead beneath the helm. 
Edward tinned his \uy tired and slightly wounded 
horse tow yds that spot and cried to him M Midi 
thanfli t bean fit But it was long past noon* 
Titty Halted thus for a moment, irresolute; they 
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looked round and saw that the command was whole*; 
there was nothing more to kill, to capture* or to 
destroy; they went back down the hill slowly all 
w together* and each wondered whether elsewhere the 
action had been engaged. 

Before them, upon this return toward Lewes, the 
round Down made a horizon beyond which, was 
nothing but the blue height 0 f Firle Beacon and 
Mount Caburn nearer by, with white clouds in the 
May sky, and a sunlight now growing mellow. They 
here to the right in anxiety, hearing no clamour of 
pursuit nor' any sign of victory in I he further wing. 
Next, as they descended, the toner of the Priory 
peeped above that horizon, and in a little while 
the whole of the sloping glacis in front of Lewes 
wall was again before them. Mere, again, Prince 
Edward halted at the head of his command ; he saw 
updn that plain sparse* figures lying, an old black 
windmill with a group of the enemy round it, and a 
blazoned cloth hung from a window of it as though 
to summon help, while all along the wall of the 
town long troops of men gathered and poured 
towards the gales, hut they seemed to have no 
opponents. He bqgan to under stand. 

He sent a man forward towards the* mill as near 
as he might dare go, and when that messenger 
returned he learned that the blazon was the blazon 
oLAHemaigne ; he saw front the height of the Priory 
the red dragon of Wessex and of the Pendragonship 
Which had l>een his father's banner, and he knew 
that he had missed the fight, that his uncle was 
caught in the mill, that the King, his father, was 
caught behind those Priory walls, that the men 
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pressing against the gate of the city were Montfort’s 
men. 

In those few hours of Ids fury the main action had 
been tried and lost, and the cause of the Crown had 
been thrown aw.iv 
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CREbSY 

AIK. I SI 2t\ 13^) 

I T was Saturday, August 26, m the year 1346. 

The weather was stc*rn*\ it rlu turn of tin v ir, 
but wuh intervals of mellow and \ mu Minhght 
between The vast hint in a sort of imdle\ of 
camp followers, of peanuts 1111 v<d 111 with lighting 
men, of local guides ind of luted solduis fiom 
Geneva, ceme inflated nnguluh b\ 1111113 loads up 
fiom the South and fiom tin w it< n of the Somme 
The march m ge rural hud been fatiguing and 
long, time was no unit's of < mimaml the eon- 
antration was ill iffa tul win 11 tho-e who fust 
c ime to the brow and Lh\oju 1 a little wood whiih 
flanks the* Romm Road tU it Meat Roman Road 
fiom Amiens to Boulogne wheic some nmnant of 
a paving still showi d md when w.s to be found 
tin best of the bad going m that time s„w right 
befolo them the disctplnn d in iy of the invaders, 

It was a new sight tor than 'flu little army 
of Edward, can full 3 nurslnlltel urnlu its squires, 
had moved untouched and with soldieily upuhty 
right up the Seme, doubling b.uk in Normandy, 
thdi With a sort of c woop on to l’uardy. They 
had meant to eateli it against tin estuary of the 
Somme tin* day before, but a local traitoi lud 
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been bpught and had shown Edwaid an ol& hard- 
way acioss Hit esruan at low tide, the Invaders, 
had beitcu bid tin detachment sent to icsist 
tilt m upon tin luithu side It was upon the day 
before, the 1 rules, tint those things hid been 
dont and the lone from osiinas had marched 
through tin toir-t uid on into the little town of 
Cleese s mu. thioiij.il tin ecmritry sides which were 
the clow 1 y of Mwuds own mothei, and coming 
upon pktis and minis whuh hn infamous wars 
had rend r d ( nmh ir in the uni lolh of her revenue 
and m tin lord Ini'- of hn suppoitcrs 
It wi uuady p ist noon when this sight was 
seen by tin. mivd hundred thousand oi the V a lens, 
and tint Km h not el how litth lemaxned of the day 
athi so k ug mil v i n \ ing and dtsordued a march 
sulfueei In li on higgling columns, yet the 
King ol I nine hel not deploy, whether because 
he could not hom Ink of unison in his forces or 
from Hn most lmpnhet synclnony of tin venous 
bodies In n< mindly eoinruanded ot toi some other 
reason, of hash an; < r, bewildi intent oi despair, 
oi fatigue tin miss of tin host still lay huddled 
m long slit truing line s the heads of which alune 
deboudn d upon the tn Id of battle 

That field hid been < hostii with such skill as 
uowned tin opponent of tin Valois with genius; 
lur eould guy soldier tbout to enter the conflict 
ehsiegnd it H was a shallow roll of land (how 
many Midi in Kin ope have -.ecn the fienzy of great 
del ats ‘j There wns not in it one yaiej of dead 
ground, but baie, burnt Adds dipping some fifty, 
feet m half a xmle, and then, beyond the gentle 
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hollow, rising again somewhat more steeply to the 
low crest beyond Ihere ran a load by w hich eveiy 
( ommunicution was easy along tht hghtmg line 
and behind that road a lev? I plateau in good cover 
and suitable for the reservi s In the midst of the 
crest three windmills broke the sip lint In the 
ldigest and most ccntial winch was solid! \ built 
and of stone, Edwaid house If took up his place to 
Watch the battle flc w is in gruu picked out with 
gold, on foot and unaimouud md he bore in his 
hand not a sword but , white w ind lie was 1 
young ipan full of fne and down on the ‘teepist of 
the slope Ik low him and w the light hu eldest son, 
a emooth-faced bov, all ui mom eel in dark steel, 
lode in the midst of J tench me! 1 ugli'-h stjuues, 
the' vassals of ht« fathei 

The time do w on and \<1 no movement was 
made The stngeh rs ol the french still kept 
coming' in I lit soldierly fonts of 1'dw ud few, 
compact, exact rose up fi iri whin riie\ had be*en 
hmg at rest upon the bubble humid md made 
ready, every man slubbrns: hn bow I pon such 
discipline and order Jhe ucus e f 1 letri it depends 
and hcic in this retiyat then w v- to be iskt el of the*m 
as shaip a rovc'rmg attain md is an\iou«, a nsist- 
ancc as could be well asl od oi up mall miry e night, 
m its rapid fall backward, upon the sei How great 
and how tense w as l lu an\ie t v ’ e f t h it limit no record 
remains, for it wa fengofnn or sw illowed up m 
what followed 

The afternoon hid f« r advanced, the sun already 
Stood behind the tuple line upon the' crest of the 
fields pf Cressy— -a tnple line ail excellently de* 
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ployed, rightly ordered, and framed with a Snffi- 
cienl oflxenng at overt* interval - when there* came 
onunouslv np fioin tlie northward and blushing out 
the sun the ad\auc< of a broad slormdoud Its 
shadow fell fust upon the English Kim, and Ins 
little* imaging ,trm\ it swept across the dewrU d 
hollow Ixtwicn tin two enemies, it engulfed the 
umeadv lx id at tin summit of the furthei slope, 
and as it moud time went before it m the «ky a 
gnat bird *lto\< of look- u»\\mp loudly before the 
tempest Wien this (loud had ahoudy veiled the 
sun md m id< m m n evi > a darkness as urmatmal 
as ellipse, t lie 1 1 U 11 a torrent of rain lasting and 
blind ng in Hit la* o oi the Valois mob, and of nil the 
guat lords who had < onto m f nr h disortlc i to conduct 
it after tin ir fashion and araiist the Inn lings from 
(fUieva vi ho earned on I hen Ojouhlirs the complex 
and hruvv no 1 ' bov of thru trade It rained thus 
blindingly fm flu lit 1 1* v I.ilc th d a Miininoi storm can 
last; tin landscape w ^ blotted out and theeartlndiy 
and ban alht hove pi Miul and ^puttered, under 
the rage oi tin min It had soon pissed, the sun 
shone again upon tin dune lied fit Ids, and the army 
of Kdwaid nap]»aied in tin same order and still 
awaiting upon the ch h n-avr tin* action of the enemv. 
Then it was, too lib , that the French King ordeiod 
the* charge. Not with the housemen ; these would 
keep their plan' or advance, hut slowly down the 
gentle slope b< lore Them , the Genovese should go 
first, come into bow-shot and shake the opposing 
infantry before his chivalry was unleashed to gallop 
and drive them down. In a long wavering linc^ 
parallel to the megabit tront of the French host* 


i 



CRESSY. 140 

the Genevese went forward crossed the valley and 
began to rise upon the opposing side 1 hey halted 
three times for a moment to give their try, they pain- 
fully wound up the strings oi Ihon aoss-bows, bend- 
ing to tin task, and then at a full range discharged 
their volley of quarrels upon the triple hue immedi- 
ately above and before them, and all the while the 
heft semen, half a mile 1 m hnul, walked at a pace ready 
to eliarge when that volliv should be delivered. 
But hardly had the noise ot the qu, iritis tome back 
upon the wind, humming m that weighty flight, 
when another slighter and l.etnei now slit eroded 
to it, and the air was iluil. in the midst of the 
Genevese hue and behind it, with the little white 
plumes of the yard-long .mows ihat had come at the 
right and chosen moment with < \,ut aim at a range 
not expected and with tli" pieri-non that only long 
drill and habit can pioduie, cutting tlnough the 
advance line of the noss-bowinen , (host began in 
their long, open order to flinch heio ant^ there , for 
one man hurriedly rewinding his machine would be 
another struck, another coweiing, anothei, tliat had 
flung his instrument down, llymg out of range before 
the next volley ot the yaid-long anows should smg. 
Tlie need was immediate ; the French lords and 
their King, cursing the Genevese, chaiged suddinly. 
It was the last of the great unquestioned charges 
whieli from lconium to this day had decided the 
warfare of Christendom. Twenty accidents made 
it fail, and in its failure diag down the strength 
of the kingdom. The eaitli, still sodden, clogged 
Jt ; the forces bunched, inaccurately divided going 
without one command, men pressing forward from 
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the rear to be in with the gallop anil to strike a 
blow the biokm tin flymg, and the disordeied 
Genovese \\< r e so many obstacles npon wlmh the 
big hoists should ‘-tumble and for ever\ horse so 
stumbling, oj tailing, t man weighted wit Jt j st oi 
non, b li -,ud 1 1 moi mifM tied his fehows < rowding 
from behind Tin trout, liregulur even at the onset, 
was liopt li ssly hi ok< n wa« Inst. Here and there an 
lndividud ton up tin lull, tsf-ipecl fiom the nnsh , 
sudi did but -iftoid an t unoi mark loi the new volley, 
Eoi right mto dial >v< lt< r < ante (lit second disthaige 
ot th( airou-, murduoisly tatchmg the horses in 
neck md shouldn and under the mailed fiontals 
and tJu kw ■> bringing them down, and men also 
somt times m tht junts ot the aimour Above the 
noise ot falling m<tal md tin shoulmg came now 
and then a sound mot* now l tilt boom of little 
gur- Fhc wl io]( mih it loniuvd riding eddied 
and who lu! It nuthu d.siud to noi could it 
retreat hut upon it tl n-> che< hed the mass of its 
own tultoa i-, p.rnis md petsmts, and footmen, 
swannirl intending to ml hut not aiding, and 
again, and onr< mon then potited into it the ixact 
and dwiphmd uiovs Nov. heir did any number 
oi the i ha i gm ■ r swoiils gd home together npoil the 
(rest by tht high ro id and Edward, watching from 
Ins null could or ho triple hm unbroken eve-iy- 
whti‘ ind btlow it all down the slope his enemy 
rylhd m confiruon 

(inly upon the right, where there is steeper 
ground, had tlx force-, pliiuh met, and there las 
son, th* ! <o\ , and Ukm' around him. were pressed 
for jome little time m a mlct,. But soon, though- 
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thpy had sent for aid and hr bad given none, he 
could see them pressing forward, Heri alone did 
tlx: English line advance, and here in the last rally 
of the brooch forces the blind King of Bohemia — 
when this English advance upon the right had 
already turned the carnage of the main line— chaiged 
in a hopeless, single soil of fashion without hope of 
success or Reward, his bridle tied 1o otlur bridles, 
hungry only to strike, and, oi muisc, was kitlui 
The King also would hove at tempt til (for he had 
survived) some last, use!' ■>■>, blind and bilious thing, 
but his gentlemen forced him bat h outward ,uid 
away from the held, and lx* rode and mde and rode 
until late that evening lie hiothtd it the dooi of a 
great abbey m a wood, ami when tlx monks' poiter 
called tlirongh the little uxhet, “Who knocks 
hen* ? " the Valois answered ui a desj'auing way and 
loudly, " The Fortune of In m« 

As that evening fell upon the little hollow m front 
of Cressy town many men vv< u( a boat with lanterns 
killing or ransoming the wotipded. peeimg at the 
aimouries of the dead, and noting the names of the 
great ldrds. Tlx*re vyere many thousands ] emg tl us, 
pinned in their armour among fin* ■ lam tnd wounded 
horses and gathered like a halves! In tlx victois. 
Next day they buried th* dead, fhev gather *d spoil, 
they burnt wreckage, they h ard n.a* ioi the souls 
of the fallen. With the \1 unlay tfu tuvntj thou- 
sand, full of vx torv, resumed tlx'ir man h back upon 
the sea. 

In Ihis way was fought the duet and the most 
complete of Hie many great actions which have 
covered the retreat of an army. 
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MAOT III, 1(1,1 

On Mauli jq (or 20), 141 Hint' !\ who Ini ihuiptd 
tbo trown In limson ft mi In*- 1 it m KiHi ud, f unfioi 
Ye^btfoti,dudmtiH \bli I ( It mini it\\i 111111 td 
Hi* was pumialtmh yid illlt d w th 1 it mlili di 1 w 
and Wffcnnj, from (phpltr fi tit. last of wlnclj su/nl 
him as ho pt i\id on M ocL 1 1 it Kin f I di\ ini ; lmne 
inlheAblxy lnln tnm ml |iist Mon it tin dm- 
nnn Ik town pom md ndi h dim wilt tit u I pious 
\tsiona.nt* had k« ulti m 1 il is I 1I114 in l nnud it with 
Mtxsianir, A|w« ilv| lit tl nud Mv^tu il dull m f hi ll 
problems Al mi 'ti turn tu 1 1 Ik tin- nw ndlln i tficial 

‘UppKSSPI ot JlhdlhOjilllMl (INIS l It bt( mi (lull 

fional In (inn (onrnnpoi nv iiumit nhi liuimd 
that |u> body, on its tut tt> mini il ini K n flnowii 
iwi board 
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M \R( IT If), 141^ 

T WO men, sweeping 1 Kamil that tan between 
St Stephen’s and the v\si ijk <>t 1 1 11* Abbey 
on 1 March morning saw the king go b\ 
lie was in a litter, and tin ant um \uu drawn 
to shield him from the 1 >ld wind, I at a here they 
hung loosely by the poll d tin mruo* tin \ could? 
just see a face upon a pillow It was an mini fate, 
ted, made hideous I >5 dw 1 c and tie' ha u md Hip 
rum of expression worn tho < ot in old mm The 
carncis took it quickly In, anl round by tin little 
gate that was thou into the South rnnwpt and 
ai> tf passed tlirough, one of the nun m 1 j< the sign 
oi the Cross and looked lujdmrxd, the otlin, who 
was' younger, laughed at him \athu of them 
was full giown when wa-> tin meat bit ratal of King 
Richard, but the v wire (nil of tin tiaditioii of the 
common people, knowing an will tint usurpation 
and the denial of right uul Pulnmcntf ind the rest 
were good for gioat loids but 1 \ ll foi (»od - flock So 
they went on sweeping the kuind flu Manhwmd 
bowled down the alh and wluVhd past the 
splendid buttresses of tin Abbey. Veiy high up in, 
the pure air, m the nariow strip oi sky between the 
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high walls of the Palace and of the Minster, birds 
were wheeling and poising themselves against the 
wind. 

The elder sweeper said to the younger after a 
little (first looking round to see that no master 
could watch him ceasing from his labour) : “ Parson 
Tylie will have at him to-day ! ” and he chuckled. 

“ Would God poor priests would never shrive great 
lords ! ” 

The younger man said that come good, come ill 
to great, lords, it was always ill for God’s flock, and 
that for his part all pat sons were one to him, and 
he believed not a word they told him. Having 
sworn to this by the Mother of God, he went on 
sweeping. 

' But, inside the South Transept, where it was 
much warmer and rpiitc silent and dark, the King 
lay for a wliile in his litter and groaned ; then he 
bade them take him forw;trd again whither he had 
to go. But just as the lour men laid hold of the 
handles and the man-at-arms struck the tombs 
beneath with his staff, and as the King within 
groaned at the pain any movement gave him, he 
thought suddenly of another "thing, and askeijl, as 
loudly as liis disease and weakness would permit, 
where, if anywhere, the Blessed Sacrament was ' 
reserved that day. The man-at-arms .walked for- 
ward to look if there were a light, and coming back 
he said it was reserved at the High Altar for some 
purpose, although this was not a feast. ' 

" Then,” said Heury, " you shall not carry me 
past, but I must pray.” 

So, when Ms litter was before the gate; of the 
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Choir, they set him down again, and to the wonder 
of one at least of his carriers, who was an up-country 
man and to whom the custom was not known, the 
King made a full obeisance to the ground. Then 
he motioned them to bear him forward again and 
groaned. So they took him till they came to the 
shrine of Kihg Edward. There lie knelt as best 
he could— but with vast difficulty — and prayed. 

The fruits of life are eaten as they come ; they 
had all of them passed from his hands ; the long 
memory of examples neglected, the great tradition 
of that shrine, a tradition lie had despised, weighed 
upon him and added a dreadful fervour to his prayer. 
The most of it was a repetition of the set forms in 
which he trusted, but through them there ran in his 
mind one major note of appeal insistent, dominat- 
ing all, that he might reach Jerusalem ; for Death is 
never seen, however near, lie had carefully hoarded 
gold ; he had spared neither himself nor others, nor 
the blood of the poor in the matter, nor their hunger, 
nor the position of great princes. But he had still 
in the last months (he implored his God to remember 
it) gathered gold to gpld, and all for that good work 
at Jerusalem ; andjp his agony he remembered the 
prophecy that if God would not accept that offering 
nor permit him to see the Tomb of the Lord, then it 
should be a sign that his own soul was reprobate* 
The great treason he had done and all that had 
sprung from it— lus unknightly fear of the powerful, 
liis evil cruelty to whatever of the pack ran separate 
from the rest. Iris ceaseless intrigue winch had de- 
stroyed all that fine youthful courage which he had 
boasted in the saddle before he stooped to betray— 
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■ all this, the ruin of his earthly honour^ Would drag 
him down to Hell. 

Even as he thus prayed in despair and yet in sup- 
plication the attitude overcame him. The disturb- 
ance of liis posture affected his sense, his head swam, 
and he was falling when his servants ran and caught 
him as he fell. They took him quite unconscious 
info the Abbot’s rooms. There, after sojme hours, 
he opened his eyes and found the world again, and 
knew that hU doom had not yet come. 

They had sent for his confessor whfiA he lav in 
that fit, and the man was there. Parson Tylle, full 
of fus duty, and, like a true cleric, alone possessing 
the courage to approach the repulsive figure. It 
was appalling not so much from the horrible condi- 
tion of the skin as from that contrast which, thank 
Heaven, is but rarely seen between the externals of 
age and the absence of maturity in the soul ; for 
though Henry was iar from fifty, nay, but forty-five, 
the hands, tire forehead, the eves, and all the, rest 
were those of a man broken by the last process of 
years. > , 

His confessor still urged him, and he was willing 
to repent. In what mmained'of his voice 1 he gave 
just counsels for his son and for The new. reign ; but 
in the matter of his chief crime he saw no issue, and 
to every admonition that he should make reparation 
he could only find the answer that reparation was 
not in his power. The tiling had struck toot and 
was beyond him. He left it to his lipeage. And 
he saw that for his part he was willing, but that his 
lineage would not bear the abandonment of the 
Crown. Whether, as dying men may do, he saw how 
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that treason which had liken loot, Mould beai other 
bl >sson> m the end — •midiuss and Io>s of tmpue, 
d»f( it mil war, and, at last t lie e dilution ol his 
House there is no m ord H< 1 1 \ the re < onfessed 
^ to whd he could tonics, and ibrnlud m such 
tlmif ■> -is tlu v had the powu \< ab»ol\t lnm m md 
tail u getting Jerusalem lbs \u ikinss inn cased 
\u\ quickly, and m a hUk while Ik dud 

# ^ * # # V # 

Iht} would bm\ bun m ( mtubiny not dt 
Wmdsm which was too kiwJt not hut n> West- 
nwisbi, WhfO* he hid fouuddm the hin v hu 
unum whom he had cu jh il< d and nuidei(f] to 
lu 

lo take th bodv to (jitcibuiv th<\ put it 
abo tid ship in tlu Iium m 1 th undo ' uting 
lor tn< turn of tin tick dinppul 1 an d h t b\ 
night having koind tpi u hi del- with oUiu 
< ago tile first of the 1 an utn im 
But when the\ got to wlun tlu u\u him h ns 
md a vessel iust fnb tlu lump comm m bom tlu 
Swm the wmd fudunu liu * x 1 # the flood 
vus now agimst them iH 1 in si a u in peril 
he and Ins m vv and nun in puil it s< 1 [ iu i 
{fdi of the dead 

When, therefore nam horns l to Huv had 
safely landed and the <othn Ind bt<n hi me with 
glut pomp to be lmi undo tlu j'otnhuu ot 
St ThottW , and when ifbr tlu uruuounl, the 
townspeople wait off to dnnl to dhu out man 
of tint cathidml nt\ took with lnm to dunk at the 
“ Key-H’ sailot whom he knew mid whosi con* 
vemtxoxx he hoped would wist hm m tlu esteem 
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of his fete at the board that evening foi the 
wior had been one of the crew that 1 ml biomdit 
hy water the MvoMlieKing. K 

uidtow^tn i 11 1 ^' ' t!l0S ° two c,,m P'>mons 
and t 7 11 1,11,1 round, and when t| M , 

JIT 11 1 " alt ' ;im! had heroine bold with il and 

at Mil!/, some N)1|( , s <ia( | W | J(M1 nou j^, | 11( | 

iwj U the UV f lV ft 4i t,Ut,,efnthl,tdle * Xlialil Hhe 
f aJ( ° th0 (they all remembered the ^ i 

ic anr reituin < ompamons, wliose names la dand 

H^ h. dhtmedth, dnp I, t j( jfhpuhl f ()lin 

d ' f 1 llJfI 11(11 Jl dh!enedit of had norm non 

ncrof any part oHIuai/m but thc\ IwdMlmed 

ti,, ' v 1,111 



THE FAMILIAR 

JIU l^S 

In i!f roiid wol d dn 1 n ill flirt ii Inn ports 
(tlif \randi) wind wo to nl h mi Sp mi inJtiniiv 
I nop flow IJji VmIk i I imi i id v id 1 1 ] n (I I ij M ih 
m tin 1 In whit t II ft i i u i^iiud i nm in tin 
R ival Valid u Mnlint whin omril i odd is h ilu 
d<tl( oi tilling 




THE FAMILIAR 

MAY 1588 


AMONG those who advised the Court of Madrid 
A under Philip II. was a man of singular temper, 
already elderly, a noble, but of the meaner sort, 
very proud, poor and trusted by but a few. Never- - 
thcless the King would continually send for Iris ad- 
viser, and he was called “ The Familiar.” It was 
now many years gone by— when he was secretary 
to a rather fatuous cousin of Iris, a bishop— a debate 
with regard to the irrigation of the Valley of Daroca, 
where the Crown had lands, arose, arid lie had main- 
tained against all expert opinion that a certain dam 
would riot hold, and in fact the dam broke the week 
after. Frorn this he passed to many other instances 
of judgment, giving no reasons for his conclusions 
and perhaps having none ; but once and again upon . 
matters more and more important, proving always! 
so inspired that men began to be a little afraid of ' 
him. 

When,^ therefore, the fixed determination of the 
King to send, a fleet to transport troops from Flan- 
ders against England had matured, and the fleet 
was waiting in Lisbon Harbour to sail, he could not & 
but be summoned, to name the day that would be 
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lucky for setting out His conclusion was simple 
enough He would name no date. He condemned 
the expedition altogethu 

Upon a matter linpoitant and so urgait, one 
on which the Gown was so iixed, and one m which 
such uiormou> money mtuest had already grown 
up, lus opposition did nothing but exasperate 
Nevertheless he maintained it, and he maintained it 
against all ieason He stood 1 esjiei tinlly enough 
beside the Council Boatd (at winch he had no light 
to >it) Ih wis di ssed all m blitk, with white lace 
at histlmut md vuisis flu splcndoui of the loom 
to whuh Ih hid been summoned had made his 
isolated hgua the moie outstanding , his aect 
posture l> foie all tint anted grandeur singled lum 
out foi a little superstition, and \ery much opposi- 
tjon Hit fat eltiit lus reman now grown old and 
a ( animal toiled at him ova his shoulder, e died 
him by lus ( In ist i m 11 uue and ^aid , tlu 

Govt lurne nt » , t n J md the n < lure tied \n old 

Duke on the opp<Mt< dele of the rible With a heuw, 
aval Hie >us i h e a m in who stood to make free thou- 
sand mou m the equipment o) the transports, leroked 
at him witii Inlnd Joi he km * the |>bwci of the 
man s mere piorounn m< nts upon the keen and de- 
cisive' but mine what superstitious, imagination of 
the King i be km,., niched, w ite hrd hmij With an 
e * plenum v< t) diliuent from tint upefn tbl* faee ot 
anv ut hi eoumillou k»i whilom >otn< things he 
w is much aipnior to them ill, he waaputc chiieuut 
lmm the type* ot ruer< antjk nobility that served 
lum. lfc was above ill a devoted man, and a vay 
soldierly one Moieover tiiue wat> between him 
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and lus dark adviser, this Familiar, a very strong, 
sioret, and iradefinable bond, partly of good service 
rendered, but much moic of a similarity in character. 
For each was direct, each ot rapid judgment, each 
somewhat mourniul. 

Tin' Famihai spoke again, shaking his head. “ f 
can only tell you what I have told you,” he said. 
*' You have asked foi my word and 1 have given it.” 

A sailor there present, a very refined, feminine 
soil of man, lolling bock m his gieat (hair of state, 
said in a delicate normal voice “Have you so 
much as seen the sea 3 ” 

The Familiar coloured a little; he had not. 
Minv laughed, till Philip looked up sternly, then 
leaning lorward hnnsilf over the table, in au earnest 
wav, and giving this straugei fellow all his titles 
with great courtesy, ho said • ‘ Tell me, the King, 
as you have told me lx foie, as \ uu told me m the 
matter of my marnage time, whether it is indeed 
jour fixed opinion.” 

The stranger did not raise Ins head ; he answered 
in a very low voice : " 1 cannot hut repeat it." 
Philip sighed and leant backwards, with a hand 
on either arm of his throne. A eh nc who had been 
lus tutor, 'and whsvhad survived fo be present at 
these Councils of State, stood up, and begged leave 
to speak, The King nodded fo him and he began ; 

“ I huvp always spoken death since your child- 
hood, and you are too gieat to be angered by what 
1 shall <5ay ; Which is, that the dignity of your 
realm, .mtl of yout po .session -half tJre w'orld, as I 
ina\ s,iy, in numbers, and nun h moie than half the 
woi Id m glory — Jot bid you, or should ioi bid you, 
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from indulgence of this kind All is plainly known, 
the naiurr of the campaign, our policy upon the l-'-ue 
Of that campaign and the necessity for it. It it e ill 
policy for the strong to attack the very weak -and 
it i , so in gnnral vet there die times when this in- 
glorious thing must be done. However contemptible 
One’s opponent, a people civilised and great, who ,e 
mission under God it ts to bring order and peace to 
the Chiistian world, cannot put up with petty piracy, 
striking at ana distm bmg out va-t and settled com 
nrurce, and unsupported, remember, by any Punce 
m Europe 4nd I would unplore you, with what 
authority I have, 1o forget altogether your wt ik- 
ness in t he muter of this mm, to do at once what 
cannot be postponed foi more than a few days, and 
to sign the order ” He '-at down. 

“ Admiral,” said the King ' have you nothing 
to say > “ ihc Admiral shrugged |ns shoulders 
“ I do not ‘■ee what \ou ran say in such a inattei 
everything is < alt ul lble , we know tile elenu nts 
of the all m , then cannot be an appreciable opposi- 
tion, md wc aie all decided, twenty times, that it 
is worth while Whether it was worth while was 
(but that was mouths ago) the truly question.” 

" How do they hglit 1 ” said file King. 

The sailoi was interested at once He pot his 
hands upon the table and went into details with 
xe.il "They fight pist as their character would 
had one to think , they don t come close , they are 
astonishingly quirk, and they love a light vessel 
They raid, They depend, as I suppose all pirates 
do, on gun file. They carry ridiculously heavy 
guns for their small boats. But the whole tiling is 
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naming and worrying, it bn’t fighting. They 
h.ivt no lormation , it’s evciy slap tor itself They 
had something of tomntion under Henry, but 
that ’s dl gone Hunt guu tue’s verv good, but 
that’s no 01 dei about it. You fan Ik certain you 
will nevu hav< a couveiging fin horn siveial at 
once The whole thing's landom . . . \Miat you 
would expect 1 ” 

A^ he was talking tlitr tin ( atdmal end the old 
l*uki wt'n each ot than nodding giaal\ and with 
tpproial, and the t aidaial spoht iw\t without 
lvau “ You speak with pi oh s-aona! knowledge, 
\dnnral ’ -the) bowed to t ttholhti - md we all 
at 1 1 pt youf exjieit < one lu-ion 

Ihe King mtenupted di-rpR " \ou rman, 
Vhmial, the e can i n<l a haibour (a-. ilu \ Inn) 01 
lioiav- stugglt rs, an 1 would lx quite uicapibU of a 
lit • t action og of sTiomh 1 ii, 1 ■me a In n \ Inn ’ " 

Hit Adinual squled with 1 conio! It )y mcete 
contempt, and waved tilt vu\ MJt,gi t ion aw at with < 
his hand 

I was about to sat,” aid the ( aidin.d moje 
pompously, “ that what tin Adinual ha told us 
thoroughly agiees wi1*h whit vvt. lawmen know, both 
those of us who, like myselt have clone woik ior the 
Lrupuc in Eng) uul which I did as a v 1 migu man - 
anti those of us who know tin place onh as -.indent" 

01 even by repute. Ilu whole liana work of fheu 
souety has gone to pint t s They ai t rotten through. 
No two men think alike on the most uigt nt matters, 
their towns deelme, then population is falling. 
Much of then land has passed to adventures who 
waste it openly. As lor the bastard who pretends 
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. to rule them, one cannot tell how few support her 
claim. The. whole thing is a' terror, and even her 
’Creatures are as much the slaves of fear as they are 
of avarice. Nations fall sick and they recover, or 
the sickness endures and they die. England is past 
praying for. They have attempted here and then; 
to rule the heathen, which is the test of a people, 

• and they have failed ; they can nowhere fix their 
power upon land outside their own boundaries ; 
they have lost all tradition and respect ; the whole 
thing is a welter ; it is a sort of ulcer to be cut out 
of Europe. Dangerous only as a poison, not as an 
armed enemy.” 

Then, looking at his cousin again over his shoulder, 
he said : " You were with me just after my return 
when Henry was alive, and you remember my 
speaking of some sort of order. And then the man 
had character ; I believe you are- basing yourself 
on that memory.” The Familiar shook his head. 
" Well, anyhow f believe that experience impressed 
you unconsciously ; everything has gone from bad 
to worse since. In Flanders even then (we said) 
they had not much of an army— imagine their doing 
a thing like that to-day ! ” 

• The Duke opposite leant back and laughed 
heartily. 

“ Surely it is waste of time,” he said. A You can 
do nothing with a prophet. I can understand,” he 
added with serious hypocrisy, “ a well-founded 
Objection on the financial side ” (he bowed to the 
Treasurer, who looked more solemn than ever, for 
he, was a fool), “ but mere prophecy ! — why, the 
thing is actually done. It is only a question of 
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to-day, or to-moriow, or next week And," he 
added gravely, thinking of his five thousand, “ every 
d means money." 

Philip looked up, but the man m black still stood 
-.llent " You can go " said the King 

The Familiar passrd thiough the great carved 
door of the 100m, and went down the maible stairs 
into the blazing light of the couitvaid Wlien he 
had gone time was sile ncr foi a little while, and m 
all save the Kmg a feeling of relief, as though some- 
thing uneanny had been ehsued fiorn their ptesence, 
so that they could breathe again But the King for 
a whole five minutes sit -.tiring be ton him with 
empty hands The (ardmil pudied a paiehmont 
tow u ds lmn • h< came baek hom his n vent and 
signal tt with the pioud lot mill 1 ox Spain “I the 
King." 

*■»***♦ 

When Philip ai signal a bud Older 111 (omul 
the rule of i hat strut ( oiirt dumnded that all 
should rise and make ohuunu to him The 
Count il roiC, the lay nun with tin 11 hind* upon 
the lull the chins with hind 1 told«<t Ht saluttd 
them and wait oijt done VUien he hid gone out 
oik looked -»iy Iv at anotlur <uid linn then was a 
general loud laugh, not very plta-ung to the King’s 
olel tutor, but lie irty 111 ill the lest fhe\ tose 
good humnuudlv, jol mg tog. thu and one of them 
slyly tapped Ins fotthead, but only ^0 that a \ery 
near friend could at him, and eun that inend re- 
piovenl the gesture' 

Tjiem May 19 01, as wc should sav, the 29th-— 
the Armada sailed. 
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The dik-ltmatt v, » , dnum, tin -.tniwJ wilh th» \r- 
wad's, Liu fl iS'iiiJ|' f>l the 1 iij'ii iL 1 <>>tl Adi 11 il, ( I cuh' 
iu il« oik of tlx* tlowunl i Utiuh mnit , \ \<\\\ 1 ury 
pouutnl HiiouUj Ihewultb lukui h >m uu (lumii 




THE “ARK-ROYALL” 

I m 27, T588 

T IJX Straits of Dovir, when one approaches 
them hom the east, no like the mouth of a 
gnat nvei, nor do tlxv eui lxai that aspect mote 
than at sunset, wlnri u one i- m mid stream and 
the day has been deal, one sies quite dose upon 
either hand not ten mile ott eadi way, the high 
lands of cithoi shon those highland . biandmig out 
wank till they are lost on flu hon/on as might be 
lost the spreading highlands of jn < binary 
It the stteam he at tin dib tlx illusion is en- 
hanced foi one seis the pom mg mil of the flood m 
the wav that a rivu should eo ir is tin 11 not difti- 
t tilt to ioiget the Noith Su bdmul one, and to 
imagine, as one drifts down tin nud dunnd toward-, 
the colom m the west tbit out 1-. 'till unbraced by 
the land, and that one is only pi-t now r sitting out 
to sea. IV sun 1 non dim into a long bill of ha/e 
befoie it touches the I1011 /on, and tin light of it 
catches either line ol cliffs. It seems a very peace- 
fill sea. 

July 27, 1588, was ol this kind. The sun was 
setting beyond the shoals of the Vaine and all the 
gieat roundcll of Spanish ship^ were clustered in a 
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group from Gi tsnoz eastward, coming up very slowly 
against the tide they ‘ailed above an easy holding- 
ground not f.u horn the french land. The huge 
bulk ol tianspoits, high forward and astern, cast 
long shadows upon the calm ; it was the merest 
breath ot wind that earned the Armada on, or 
rather, just held it against the stiong coastwise' 
stream. When the last of them and the slowest 
had passed outside the shoals that clustei under the 
steep ol Ginn* 7 the rattling ot chains began through 
the ckai and silent air, there were signals both 
with bugle and with bunting a gun was tired, and 
the wide fled chopped anchoi m fifteen fathom and 
rode, every ship with its bows upstream and ov< ry 
high poop in the hla/e ol the sunset It was Sat- 
uiday evening All week long they had crawled 
and beaten up the ( hannel and all week long the 
little English craft with their much heovitr artillery 
had stood the i < < od of then own great guns and had 
peppered the enemy fiom well out of range; and 
one shiji the Spmurds had lo-t by collision SO that 
she lagged anil Diakc eauglit hei, full of gold, and 
another a traitor had hied, and this also, or the 
charred hull: of it, had been towed into an English 
hai hour. 

7 he I ord Admiral of England all that weeJk had 
followed jti the Ark-Royall, He had followed them 
by day and by night ; all the hours a man can see 
to fire he ordered the intermittent cannonade, and 
now upon this calm evening, with the northerly 
brt eze gone w r estwaid and dying down, he and Ins 
came up between the Spaniards apd the sun. They 
also cast anchor just out of range, and from beyond 
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the Straits from round the North Fort land can* 
thirty more lrom London and joined the line. 

It was soon dark Long beioio midnight the 
oiatt Ix'gan to swing, the smalhi I'ngh-h vessels 
coming quickly round to tin bubbling ot the flood 
tide as it sw 11 led round Giisnez, tlu lug'i Spanish 
transports catching the stream mou slowly, but at 
last tui ned also east mid wc >t to the ilia ago ul the 
sea, and with the turn of tin tick tin wind lose, 
though at tirst but little, and blow stc uhh out of 
the west and south m a gentle md roie-tant manner, 
and the sky clouded. The beacou upon Povet clifi 
Hickeied Lu oh to the west end the noilhwaid ; one 
could see bonfires 01 the glaie oi them against the 
sky ot the Weald, and then- wa< mint light 4 than 
usual passing up and doan the Jb.npii-.li shore. 
Upon the French, the tall Phuo> ot < ilais alone 
shone over (he inaishy flats Grusm / wa a huge 
lump against tin daiktnss ]>ut ill tht sutlice of 
the sea was dotted with the lamp-, ot lh< Huts and 
the broken water was full ot glints and icllee- 
tions. 

In Dunkuk, u very low miles up the shorn, waited 
that army which, if m any nianne t it could have 
crossed the day’s* match of silt water, would have 
raised the Catholic north of England, occupied the 
indiffeient south, and held London- -to the com 
plete reversal of the tate of Europe 1 urthet still 
up coast, at Nieupoit, wa.-. their lcsme. It was 
midnight and past midnight ; the Sunday morning 
had begun, and the wind, chopping a little north- 
ward and unctrtam, but in general a little south of 
west, blow in gusb that soon joined to half a gale, 
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The sea rose, and along the line of the sand and under 
the dark steep beyond, the long white line of breakers 
was very clear through the darkness. ^ / 
Aboard the Ark-Royall the Lord Admiral Howard, 
the landsman, took counsel and did as he was told. 
They took eight ships of the worst, cleared them 
and stuffed them with all manner of burnable and 
missile things, they put in barrels of pitch and of 
powder, great stones and round shot, beams of 
dry wood and slack cordage. They warped them 
round in the difficulty and tossing of that weather 
till they pointed up stream, and they set square 
sails on each that the wind should catch them, so 
that with the gale and the flood tide together 
they might bear down upon the Spanish Fleet. 
These derelicts were held by warps from the 
stem, and the sails so set strained the warps too 
powerfully until the signal was given. Then, with 
great despatch, the last men left aboard touched 
fire to matches in twenty places upon one or the 
other, and tumbled over the side. The strands that 
held them were cut, and as the first flames leapt 
from their decks they careered before the wind 
against the Armada. It was about two o'clock' in 
the morning. ' . ' 1 

From the A rk-Royall, at the head of the English 
line, was a sight not seen again in history. The 
conflagration burnt up enormous, clear and high, 
blazing first from the stems of the fireships and 
showing the square sails brilliant red against the 
night. The gale, blew the flames before it in broad 
sheets, and one could hear the roaring of them 
even against the wind. Down weather that float- 
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ing tovm of Spanish galleys shone out as the dread- 
ful light came near ; the tumbling and foaming 
sea in a circle all around was conspicuous in the 
strong glare, and the shape of every wave was 
marked clearly for a cable’s length around. 

The Annada awoke. Among the thousands who 
crowded the decks, impeding the haste of the 
sailors as they ran to let the anchors go, were many 
who remembered that same awful sight upon the 
Scheldt three years before, when the fireships had 
dnwen against Parma's boom. There was no time 
for the slow' w'ork of the capstans ; men took axes 
and hacked at the cables forward ; the canvas was 
run up as might be in such a medley, and the mon- 
strous bulks paid round in very varied manner, 
confused and hampering one another as their head- 
sails, with the sheets hard a weather, caught the 
gale. Not a few, on whom too much had been set 
or too hastily, careened a moment dangerously to 
leeward, then recovered ; there were shouts every- 
where, and a babel of orders ; men running with 
fenders to hang over the sides, as one big wall of 
wood or another surged up too near in the dark- 
ness; at last all. were turned and free, and the 
herd of them went driving before the south-west 
wind along that perilous shore. The men on the 
Ark-Royatt and the Lord Admiral, watching from 
the height of the rail, cursed to see no fireship get 
home. The set ’of the seas^and the slant of the 
wind drove one after another upon the flat stretches' 
of the beach, and there they burnt out, bumping 
higher and /higher as the tide rose along the flats* 
and to their burning was added dull explosions as 
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» 

the fire reach'd thar powder But the Spam-Ji 
fleet was gone 

Tht A)l [ Rovall also weighed anchor and .ill hu 
sistei s with lm to tela up that long t lust again 
It crtxncd that tht attempt hid failed hut with 
the weathn tint V7.it It' la and the port ol em- 
barkation ph nt thi invasion «.ould never coine, 
this island had him uitamlv stved hctorc the 
stormy inomuig bmht lit vend the marshes of the 
lowlands 

* y k x * * 

Tit. u w.e- )i> iitmne all ovei lit aval before it was 
day, and the 1 aging wafa was .1 little tamed by 
oatar.nt ol Min Hu light guw dully through 
tht. turioi.s wi ith 1 the Spain h Inn was scattered 
twniti uul lliw.ut td tin J 1 aidtij shoie ; their 
leading ship-, tould s<< tlir opining of Ostend, that 
laggard win spu ut \u-t o( Nitupoit and near 
their pjiiu 01 tin night Oft (navclmcs tht Jong- 
langc irtill-tv of tie English caught them In 
cpitt ot tie edt i at h lint rallied to tht sound of 
tin camion md all that Sunday long the gyms 
answrifd 1 n h otfiei without a pans* , hut the 
English had th< lauge aud the weather, and the 
gigdotu spam li fihnt , leaning away horn the 
him t shot di >rt o; high while the English broad- 
sides, h mine downward md towaid the mark, 
pound m an inmate fne; those smaller vessels 
also luintd will 1 ml quickly even in such a sea, 
making ol thuiisdvis a changing target, but hav- 
ing hv d rargi t- lw Ion them in the lumbering 
masses of thar opponents 'Hit success ol thdr 
gunnery lint than hardihood, and the more eki- 
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ing would sweep quite close to the Spams! sides 
and slim oil again, so was I hakes diip chiefly 
struck. Had he cho^n he might havi at nidod 
any Mich offence and have dune hi> work at fujl 
range and lit salety, but lie w,b warm to it, and the 
dancing maim iivk pkust d him. He was hulled 
iwtv times but hi sum. 

When the night loll tin- running bin moss had 
got off the mouth of tin Si hi Idt I !u wind backed 
a little and blew strong! 1 1ml no longu toward the 
kind; the great Armada lan northwul before it 
into the midst of a widinmg si 1, and m up and 
away, and an tud to tin gnat mm mi 

Hut the men of the bi-Mww'/ hilmli had com- 
manded all that success) did not know it > gwatness, 
and (lie lord Admu il, bath 10 pint fiont putting the 
enemy past the tilth, wa>> fi ulul ol tin 11 utura, 
and wiot' 1 to Walsingham *' $11, Sim lurid, sine 
find. A kingdom is a great wager S11, you know 
fondly j s dangerous ” 

He might have spued In- mk, ihe tlimg was 
done. 
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JANUARY 29 (OR, As Wl MIOllU SA1 , II UHt \K\ 10), 


(.hark* I v\is eviul d mi thr rU\ u, 11 i ifbld 

AUtaltll* tl)( M,< «lll Mr Hid W It I til 11 til 1 willlfiiall 

lUtijudiug Hall, at I0U1 m (Ik ittmn n 




THE APPRENTICE 

JANUARY 2 L), 1649 

M EN were well into the working week ; it was 
a Tuesday and apprentices were under the 
hard eyes of their masters throughout the City of 
London and in the rarer business places that el- 
bowed the great palaces along the Strand. The 
sky was overcast and the air distastefully cold, nor 
did anything in the landscape seem colder than the 
dark band of the river under those colourless and 
lifeless January clouds. 

Whether it were an illusion or a reality, one 
could have sworn that there was a soil of silence 
over the houses and on the families of the people; 
one could have sw#rn that men spoke in -lower 
tones' than was their custom, and that the streets 
were emptier. The trial and the sentence of the 
King had put all that great concourse of men into 
-the very- presence ot Death. 

• The day wore on ; the noise of the workmen 
could be heard at the scaffold by Whitehall ; one 
hour was giiessed at. and then another ; rumours 
and flat assertions were busy everywhere, especially 
among the young, and an apprentice to a harness-* 
maker in the WaterLane near Essex House knew 
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not what to believe But hr was determined to 
choose his moment and to slip away lest he should 
miss so great a sight The tyranny of the army k< pt 
all the city in doubt all day long, and allowed no 
news, none the less, from before noon theie had 
begun a little gathering of people in Whitehall, 
round the scaffold at which men were still giving 
the last strokes of the hammer Somewhat aftei 
noon a horseshoe of cavalry assembled m their 
long cloaks and curious tall civilian hats, they 
stood rankt d with swords drawn, all round the 
platform Then hoises shifted uneasily in the 
cold 

The huncis-maker s uppuntice found lus opjior 
tunifv Ins m ida was railed to the door foi an 
order from \iuulel Home, and the lad lift his 
bench epuckly, put as he was witliout liat 01 cod, 
m the bitter weathei md el, 11 tmg through the* 
side door un down thro tgh the Water Gate* and 
down it t< ps to the rivii TJic tide was at the 
flood ml In misln s boat lay mooied He cast 
her off md pilled npidly up the line of gardens, 
backing witer when be «_amt to the public stairs 
ju?t be v one! White lull Hue h< qiuekly tied the 
punter md mn up bieitbltis to Whitehall Gate, 
feaiing he* might have missed Ins great expectation. 
He wis m ample time 

ft wa pulijp' lulf put tlnee o’e lock when he 
gejt through the gite and found himself m the press 
ol jieople 1 ar off te, the left, among the soldiery 
Hut lined the uuiue from the Park to the Mall, 
and so to ‘d 1 ime ■>’, a continuous roll of drums 
burdt ucd the still an 
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The crowd was not very large, but it filled the 
space troin the gale to the scalfold and a little 
beyond, save where it was pressed outward by the 
ring ol cavalry. It did not overflow into the wide 
spaces of the park, though these lay open to White- 
hall, nor did it run up towards Charing Cro'-s beyond 
the Banqueting Hall. 

The apprentice was not so tall as the men about 
him ; he strained and elbowed a little to see, and 
he was sworn at. He could make out the low 
scaffold, a large platform all draped in black, with 
iron staphs, and a railing umnd it ; it cove red the 
last three blank windows ol Whitehall, running 
from the central casement until it met the brick 
house at the north end of the stone work ; there the 
brickwork beneath one ol the windows had been 
taken out $0 as to give access through it from the 
floor within to the scatlold on the same level with- 
out ; and whispers round told the a [prentice, 
though he did not know how much to trust them, 
tlial it was through this hasty egress that the' King 
would appear. Upon the scatlold itself stood a 
group of men, two of them masked, and one of the 
masked ones, of > great stature and sliong, leant 
upon the axe with his arm crossed upon the haft of 
it, A little block, barely raised above the 1 floor of 
the platform, he could only sec bv leaping on tiptoe, 
catching it by glimpses between the heads ol lus 
neighbours or the shouldcis of the cavalry guard ; 
but be noticed in those glimpses now vciy low it 
was, and saw, ominous upon it, two staples driven 
as though to contain the struggle! - . Before it, so 
that one kneeling would have his lace toward the 
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Palace and away from the crowd, was a broad 
loot stool aw red with icd velvet, and making a 
startling pate h upon all that expanse of block 
bai/t* 

It was cold waiting , the motionless twigs of the 
small bore tn is in the Rule mode it seem < olde r 
still rin three quaiters stria k in the new clock 
behind him up ur \V lute ball Gate, but as yet no 
one had upp< uc J 

In i five m>m<nK howtvu titer* was a ino\<- 
xnent in the t.owd, head* Miming to the lie] it and 
a tom-pondm*' luekmg m the mounted tnen to 
contain tin f"st btgitinings of a rush, lor the eoin- 
maneler 1 ot tin u.inn hared, while they despised, 
the popnlai nujoniy of London, and the wealthy 
uifreli ini- <1 ilhe of the umy, had not joined 
this common lot 1 hi-, tur nine of fact's towards 
the gnat blank ‘•tom wil 1 ni t Ik* Palace was cauwd 
by a iohikJ ol mmy IooMija vuthiu. 'Ihe only 
window not nn In <1 with stone tut middle window , 
was th it upon whteh thru ga;e univetsally turned 
They saw, pt»mg it terv lapidly, a group of men 
within t I k y \\ rt' walking Very shuply aloug the 
lhioi (which wa- here i,us<<J abovt the level ol the 
window itall and cut the lowt i panes of it), they 
w't re huriying towarrls the northern end of the 
great l»,m<jui ting II til It wa. hut a moment's 
vi ion, and agim they appealed m the open air 
through the biol.cn brickwork at the far end of the 
stone fieade 

1 it a momtrrt the apple ntue saw clearly the* 
Ldl king, his fart grown old, Ins pointed beard 
left full, hrs long features not moved. The great 
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« look that covered him with the hi cat Star of 
tin harhr upon the left should* r he dtrw off 
*|m kh and let fall into the hinds ol Ikrbirt Hi 
w h no hat, he stepped ioiw ud with pruision 
tow ads th<* gioup of cvcutioui is md a little 
murmur ran through Hi* uowd 

ihc old Bishop mount, hi limbs with ditfi*ult\ 
but suppliant and attend ml upon Ins bund stood 
bt m an aponv Ik helpul 4 hi Km r to pull olf 
hi lima eoat until lie stiixl < ouspu noil' in t lie 
sin blue vest bfni ith it md muni his mik a 
ribbon and one oinanvnt up*n it \ he or,. i i med 
in onvx Dll'- ilso he urn ud nd b n< (<> the 
Bishop while lie took from lie hinds 1 little white 
silken cap and fned it hunk upon hi long and 
beautiful han I rom bene it h the sk\ Nut of hi* 
t.iirment at the neck md it tin wmts appemd 
fulls of evqmsiti linen ml tin alumni »1 of lae<? 
Hi stood foi 1 few nnmimh jumn thin turned 
and spoki as though he wen nidi* *stn T tin in ill 
Blit the apprentu e though hi held his bn lth aud 
strained to he ai as did ill othns ibout him muld 
citch no se'puate word lut onlv tin ginetil sound 
of the Kings ion e* speaking J he movimcnf of 
the horses the occisionil stukiig of 1 hoof upon 
the setts of the freef the di 11m tovfiul that 
lout Next, Clinks w is s i\ me s mu thing to the 
masked man anel a moment latir lie wi kneeling 
upon tlie footstool I he apptenfiee siw linn turn 
a moment and >-pre ad hr unn out is an example 
of what he next should elo, he bent him towaul the 
blexk— it was too low , he lay at full length and the 
crowd lifted and craned to see him in this posture. 
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The four heavy strokes of the hour struck and 
boomed in the silence. The hands of the lying 
figufc were stretched out again, this time as a final 
signal, and right up in the air above them all the 
axe swung, white against the grey sky, flashed and 
fell. 

fn a moment the group upon the scalfold had 
dosed round, a cloth was thrown, the body was 
nused, and among the hands stretched out to it 
were the eager and enfeebled hands of the Bishop, 
trembling and still grasping the George. 

A long moan or wail, very strange and dreadful, 
not vtry loud, rose from the people noifr that then 
tension was slackened by the accomplishment of 
the deed. And at once irom the north and from 
the south, with < -uc!l ceremony as is used to the 
conquered, the cavalry (harped right through, 
( hacking and dispersing these Londoners and driving 
them < very way. 

***#*# 

The apprentice 'lodged and ran, his (lead full ol 
the tragedy and bewildered, Ins body in active fear 
of the horses that pmsued flying packets ol the 
crowd down the alley- ways of the 1 offices and Palace 
buildings. 

Ife wont off bv a circuitous way to find, not 
his master’s house after such an escapade, but 
his motfic r’s, where she lived beyond St. Martin’s. 

The* dusk did not long tarry ; as it gathered and 
turned to night small flakes of snow began to fall 
and lie upon the fio/en ground. 
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DU EMBER 10 (OR, AS Wh SDOH 1) NOVI nAY, TIIE 

Krill', 1088 


'Hit Kin^ i> { England had lit Id l»\ lonliiiuK dount nr 

nil till’ pl(M Of it, hOlil tilt ( 0111)111 t It) lilt f |o i nt jftjlK, 

wliui tJn> Undid and modunt dot uiun t it tin 
OK/ng tdiffinh up j M m ol loud >n, mil ami (In uu- 
populailtv ol On' king m Uu \\i i, t alua in ,i | ai"n 
hi lay «md linn fawl tin down liiu.i | mu , Jl, |j t « 
last kjiitim, ill knift, to In duughln tml lm ijn-h nid 
lln ptitw u l of Jri'iii* ’ fall w is i n nd in \un and 
child aw, iv, In following 
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DlClMPfU ID l(M 
* 

I T w is idvisabh m tin old di\s f n those who 
could trawl by wj\ of flic fit uin > m luridon*. 
01 would cross Hut mu to iwnt huh tidt, for 
ovt rywhere down the loti sttddi of 1 dll watch# 
from far af>ow W < strumstt i lo t ir Ik low thi Towei^i 
Ttdl stretdns of mud foilmb ipptouh diningf 1 * 
three -cjuartti . of the tide mv< at i oiin k\\ plates? , 
white a ditch or dtannd uitiml tin -d < mi (is «it„ 
the Fleet) or where (is m the ( it v of London) 
wharves lud be i n conduit It d stei p on to tin w itei 
It waif two m the morning and tin tnh was at ' 
full tloorl though not yd it id highest The swirl 
of tlu watei was poyring up under tin walls of the 
Palace past St *St< phon s md on pet the little 
hpuscs by the watirsnL m the fringe-, of West- 
minster btvond, when tin luigt by moored The 
darkness wa> extrunc a gah toned up fiom the 
Sonth-wefct Against tht tub md r used diaip waves 
m the quarter of a milt of rner Of (hr shore 
beyond one tould se#' nothing limn were no 
lights, and e\en had there been tlic furious and 
ceaseless ram would have blotted out all puteption 
of them 
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At the foot of the little damp stairs next to the 
broad gravel slope -of the ferry, a small open boat 
tossed and bumped against the brickwork, with 
one man in it, guarding it. There s was no watch- 
man by nor any one abroad on such a night. It 
was the night following the Sabbath^ and Trotostant 
London was well asleep. It was impossible even 
to heat the noise ot wheels through the roanng of 
the weather and the slapping of the water driven 
before the south-west wind against the river wall, 
whep theie Appcired in the darkness at the head 
*0 f tin. steps a roach that had come at speed, and 
soon descending from it and standing at the wall 
five figures, three women and two men. The} wire 
r speaking hurriedly in a foreign tongue ; the one 
, di eased as a common seaman, the other, it would 
seem, a gentleman ; and one of the women bore in 
her arms with <aie a little bundle of linen. As lot 
the two otlnrs, they were Italians of the common 
people, a washerwoman .aud bet friend. Even as 
they went down the few slops the shock of the 
wind appalled the women, The men banded them 
caiefolly down the little declivity. The bo.it was 
held as faM a- it could be on the tossing water, 
but not without dittieulty. The washerwoman, 
who wis the Queen, her Italian maid, thf; nurse, 
the bundle— which was a six-months child- -were 
handed or caned into the boat and t^ok their 
seats there. They were dressed very plainly and 
darkly ; the child remainc^ asleep'; the secret was 
not betrayed. The two men, who had exchanged 
a word or two in From h, st< pped in after them, and 
the boat was shoved off? y 



THE ENP OF THE STUARTS, 193 

It was the very early morning of fl$mday, the 
loth -or, as we sjtould now call it, the iqtli — of 
December in the year ib88. 

Tin' oars did their best m the lough water and 
aeamst the furious wind the tide helptd them, 
and the course, set almost directly against the wind, 
got them Slowly towards the further shore The 
passage was full of dangei. The\ shipped water 
and heeled, the chop of the tide and the swirling 
eddies against the wind baffled them at every 
moment ; the boat was too small lot such a load 
and toi such weather, and when flit oars missed a, 
wave or struck it the peril was gia\ e 

At last the watei giew smoother under the lee 
of the buildings and ol the watei wall of Lambeth, 
md with a little seeking the craft of (lit watei man 
sufficed to find the public stalls upon the buriey 
side. Tliev caught the ung, the silent women" 
disembarked as best they could, though with 
greater ease than they had gone aboard The boat 
was paid oil, and the live stood together at the 
head of the steps looking for the’ coach that should 
have mot them. It was not l line. 

All those tales of -disaster which grow into such 
huge legends and all that atmosphcie of dread 
which accompanies the abandonment of high 
resolves weighed upon the mind of tiie Queen. 
Her southern violence, grown to stiength in the - 
maturity or thirty years, her f new maternity, IhO 
greatness of the despatemg enterprise, the very fact 
that she herself so long opposed it, lent her courage, 
and she was concerned only for Uit boy of six 
months old exposed to such a storm. 
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They took what refuge they might under the 
$ludt er of the old church wail to their rigid, m 
desperate anxiety lest the cry of the child should 
betm them, or lest e\en on that wild T>e< ember 
night some 1 m land passei-bv or some early traveller 
hailing the ferr\ oi some watchman with his lantern 
turning the corner of the Airhbishops garden 
might not iok xv 1he\ were and raise an dim in. 
The sulor it u-e si Vivtor thus dad * a noble 
ftom tie Ixlma, win into tin night. In a little 
wiule In' It 'd *(turn<d to find hnu/uxi still guarding 
✓ the women md vwtn him la brought from mi inn 
ntm h\ ihe fai’iagi whidi had delayed there. 
Lati/un «u eompamed the < )neu» and her mauls within, 
the other, the sailor, sat upon the box by the drrmr 
as a kind of guud against accident or surprise, 
and t I k y drove off through the tempest and the 
darkness eastward lowaid Gravesend, down that 
old road whnh In- sun the mar clung of so many 
armies, tin* triumph and the abandonment of so 
many io\al tinners, md which has been during 
ah hisiorv out mam av^mie of approach and of 
letreat, 

The adventure wo^ completed, and successfully; 
the child, who was never to reign, was safe, and 
his mother also. With the daylight the ebb tide 
took Ihnn, under the loyalty of an Irish guard, 
down str<am to the North Forehand; ©nee outside 
tip T(‘<f of Long - hum (he gale struck them Ml, 
they had to am hoi tor the : then all that day, 
all (he next night, they field desperate across 
the Straits, labouring tor French laftd in the teeth 
of Wmdui$ weather. Mary ot Modena* still defiant 
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and still strong, lay abandoned below, still neglected 
in her disguise,, and 1 endured the passage. 

Meanwhile in London James could not sleep. 
IIis character, very fixed and narrow, had in it cer- 
tain passionate emotious. The safety of this woman,- , 
whose opposition, violence, and sudden decisions he 
had endured for so many years, was a matter of more , 
concern to him even than the last desperate tangle 
of the State'whefein he was now hopelessly seized. , 
The use of opiates by which he had attempted to 
secure some rest during those tragic days and nights 
hail worked evilly upon a' temperament already* 
nervous and very hard worn by the treason of all 
whom he had trusted or loved. He was haggard 1 
with extreme fatigue and with the appalling vision 
oi misfortune which rose enormous upon him from' 
every side- 

For hour after hour of that Monday in the drench- 
ing weather he had fretted, unable to bend his mind ‘ 
to anything, until at least so much good news as '* 
the safety of the Queen might mean should arrive. ' 
It was not until the day was well advanced that the 
news of her embarkation came to him, but when 
it came he could < breathe again. Lauzun had ac- 
companied the Ougen to sea. St. Victor, the same , 
that, dressed as a sailor, had watched the coachman 
and seen to the driving of the carriage, returned to 
London and- gave his ’message to the King. Of what 
fate the Queen and Prince of Wales might have met b 
in the Channel upon safcfa a night and in such weather , 
he could tell nothing. James was very certain that 
he could count them less in peril upon the worst of 
seas than in the hands of whatever fanatical mob : 
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might have stopped them in the southern submit 
of the city. 

That evening the King could sleep, but before 
he slept he ^at down to write the letter whit h 
admitted his design to be ml of the island, and 
permitted such as still served him under arms 
and could make at least “ a pretence of loyalty ” — 
,suoh also, and there were many, as ww * tine 
soldiers " ?md honourable m their * service- to 
abandon he cau.e and to pit themselves no longer 
against ^ nation that was u poisoned u and the 
foieign uun\ which that nation had u summoned " 

The writs that had been diavni up in such haste 
for tin summoning of the new r Parliament had not 
all been issued , soim vet remained ; he himself 
burnt them and watt Ik d them burn. Then* it being 
pel hap', to o’cloi k, hi lav down ; it was not for vety 
long At midnight he rose and dressed as his wifi 
had done twenty tom houis lidorc, in black, quite 
plainly, and si 1 out to follow step by step the line 
tin Queen had lollow<d, down the same hidden 
stairs, through the same patle? of the guldens of 
Whitehall upon the rivej, then to he driven rapidly, 
Hales, whom In had protected fof his faith, sitting 
by him, and so to the same steps, by the same broad 
gravelled slope whuo was the ferry to the Lambeth 
shot e. As they took boat in silnite and over a 
stream lr^ dangerous than th&t which had imper- 
illed the Queen, the buildings upon the Westminster 
shore were not \ el wholly blotted out in the darkness, 
when above the swing of the oats and their steady 
dip there was a little splash from something wluch 
Jamas had tluown out into the night ; by the sound 
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it was of heavy metal, large for a man's hand ; it 
was the Great Seal of England 
The two men landed , horses wen ready for 
them lhey rode and they iud< through the list 
hours before dawn they wen well m the gardens 
of Kent before the late wmtei daylight, sodden 
with lain rose over tin Hats oi tin thou It was 
high morning befoio thn uadied the plan of then 
cmharkition Tiny took ship upon the rough 
estuary and made down '•tit 1111 only to lx su mded 
with the evening, held and it last ddiuud bads to 
the capital where James unite! wui again be even 
loi those few days, a irm King \\ Ink those things 
we u doing, Mary of Mode n 1 at 1 1st tom he d l tenth 
soil at Calais and was lne 
It was m this way tint tin unity of J nghsh king* 
ship de pendent upon one theoiy ol right and suc- 
tion for s)\ hundred yens wa ( dissolud and 
that the' last attempt to found a strum, 1 \enitm in 
England to unb the nth and to mis* un all against 
the few was washed away. 




SARATOGA 

ouoitnt h, 1777 

CfnPiaJ Biagnym * mttli \mmrmKe* 

brlltnn id Urt by d ludifli fi in flu si ! in i ki I i'ji 
s(M to MKtt'i'lul in dll lln in 1 pi»t l Iim uni'i^n 
(riosi dilai iiinc 1 ^ in diutinf, ilu i!i i p ni|*t li hh 
ib( hikes In tilt llmlnii *ni tin tnum turn 1 1 ion 
ctntialt nn tint mu lb eh )i uul tn u tht 
Iwightji ui Sluing inmni m i tu m ’ to iijnn 
Gtftobtt (> (hf rr ilrwlnd) ihn lit t nlil mi ntiPit 
and on tin rbth turumluu! I unu w i, tint It ci t » 
support the libels, wl j ubuintd tliu indtpuidentc 
less than mx veao htir 
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OiTOBIR 6, 17/7 


r TTIEY had gone for now ‘omc days unihi the 
[ (hipping woods in mournful vuatlu i , I Ik strag- 
gling army finding no load, but nthn dialings 
m the forest, shoit of food, shoit ol ( ntiulgis and 
of powdci, with the wheel- stiu k det j> m mud ( attic 
idpidlv conunandci red and bn ikmg down men 
tued out, falling out undu coin ol tmnnj and lost 
al roll-call It was thm di}->' mudi loi a 1' altliy 
man alonti; the mixed force hid taken tluu vneks 
TliCy had suffered little luiawnuit flora any- 
thing hut Nature. The 1 inm n tn tin open imrntry 
beyond the woods were siilltn nthn than hostile, 
and had gathered ’against them onl> whin then 
Own homest cads' weie in peul ^t last aftu so 
dispiriting a journey, they ->aw bdon them, binad 
and solemn under the changing loloms ot those 
autumn woods, the stream of the Hudson They 
lud, in the theory of the umpaign, pmud thiough. 
They had come from one watershed to anothtr, 
they were upon the highway which vlctt thi Re- 
bellion* and the moie imaginative of them could 
contemplate far down that stream the victorious 
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garrison of" New York, the Fnghsh harboui, and 
the st \ that was jvhollv England s 

*»♦*** 
Thief \ueks l ltd upon the heights above 
Sai doga Huiemm it some what peevish, a poli- 
tician (but not without humour;, a g( ntleman 
(ontuupl it in; tla m Jit I he gusts writ aheady 

old 1 *ut lh < up *s flip stood opiii and ujmn 
in-, t imp Mbit i linftin done a\( light for the 
vund would Inw i stingiuslu d randies He had 
d'tfrrmni 1 d< finh 1\ upon ntn.it 
Win lie-ton, w-iiftm Ip lontempoiaiy pens {.and, 
alas it w \ f i \ i ml\ so written) the bewildeimpnt 
fit that inoinad would In ipptrent 

\1! military event ate l»v the nature of the 
military ti uh, tinned into i mathematical sequence, 
in id*, into thing-, ol nnp>- ami plans which the 
mt flint < m r join m ind Vviui h the young ofhrer 
(.ui ruikt he -.tuds n Ins toy, but tlie fight itself 
is usually a ->oit of < liaos So it was heio Precisely 
how .tin cutiudunmi had come about nuthei 
Burgos ik lu nsilf noi my of lus staff could have 
told you Hu .ids inn of the loyal army towards 
the vdky of the Vfohiwk had be( n steady enough, 
the check before stillwatir had open indefinite of 
its kind , tin h ingmg on, and hesitation by, the 
banks of the rntr Ind Inen without much plan, but 
a ho hatdly tmgt d witli the fear of failuie, the gather- 
ing of fht f urntrs round abouf and of the rude militia 
of th< r( beh had followed no exact co-oidmation ; 
Ind on d iv passt d and anothn, news expected from 
down the Hudson never came, supplies from the 
North failed to airivc, there was an increasing fric- 



SARATOGA. 203 

turn in the worlung of the machine, an increasing 
doubt nun cl ot the General#- until at last, as 

the first week of Oclolx r < losed th.il doubt had 
turned to a fear. 

It was October 6 , a Monday flu* woods were 
very quiet all round, thne was lit fit muiihI -avc 
the dnp from the comcis ol the ruivs ind fiom 
the leaves of mighbouutm toss 1 In oideis had 
been issued, and at a uitu.ni horn ol the d 11 biess 
the ttoops were gathered lli< \ w< 1 * not half the 
garrison. They weie somewhat mon than <1 quarter 
or perhaps a thud of the inui urn lining who could 
still bear arms, and it wis then function to take 
tht ;oad notthward and to hold it u mist the dawn, 
when all their comrades would hunk quitters and 
with their tiain, though pci hap-. toned to abandon 
in such weather and upon uc h -mldiii •'Oil a portion 
of thru pieces begin definitely the r tic it low aid 
Fort Edwaid, and so bv tin Lakes to tlu 11 luse in 
Canada 

They were ordeied m column, ind they «ot forth. 

Here and tlicie at tlu heads of companies a 
lantern swung, and .frequently conlmamL iang out 
through the night, especially among the Geirnans, 
to whom the ideu 01 lot mat ion w.u a 1 ehgion 
I hey formed and 10 fonne t, diessiug again and 
agspn with the slow stdfnes 1 tlu \ still m unt lined 

Such lights and such command- were pennitted 
because the attempt lud nothing ot seuecy abdut 
it , that this disciplined and oiderly Euiopean 
force should be annoyed by the lude nnhtia of the 
backwoods seemed natural enough ; that it should 
be intercepted by regular action as Irom a regular^ 
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enemy seemed quite impossible And so in, reason 
it was impossible, noi did the aimed farriers them- 
selves know m tlie least how much they were 
attempting, nor was thens a co-ordinatt* plan 
Thi column marched thtough tlie night, secure 
from anv intelligent envelopment, and weighted 
only b> that bitterness wlncli hangs over soldiers 
when they ietiaic the mid 

Their leaflet, riding at the liead ol that long two 
milts 01 more of nun and whet Is, rode in silence 
It we i foot s pin the hoofs of his hoise wont 
warih ftelme the uncertain ruts and mild of the 
woodhnd tide is if -.ink down toward the valley 
Th< ndcr so riding htd in his mind what lie 
nnagmtd to Ik i full conception of the misfortune 
to which Ip was mbjtit he had no vision of the 
whol' disaster 

Hi saw !■> in i picture the general plan of the 
campaign po tponed he saw the rebellion now 
joining if two luhp lgnn from North to South , 
he aw the line of the Hudson abandoned and the 
seaports In Id spore he alh by gairisons dependent 
perpetually upon the sea He it It, as eveiy solehei 
feds when i pi m is mucked up apd spoiled a sort 
ol tt dmus chs ippomtment laigcly personal, halt 
angt i and hall exaspt i ltion but in it all he saw 
nothing of tragedy fho fence would tegam the* 
Lakes, thev would red upon that bnght, dry, open 
Shorn of Champlain , the w itei would confine 
them to the Villev of the bt Lawrence , with the 
next ycai, with the ntxt spnng, the added experi- 
ence of this false start wemld make the advance 
secure. A much larger and much better equipped 
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command would cut like a steel edge from Canada 
to the Atlantic , perhaps it would not even bo 
attacked It would ccitamly be victouous So 
thev went on, he thinking these things through an 
impenetrable nighf to the sound of soggmg foot- 
steps m ttye mud of the woodland-. and to the dnp 
from the trees 4 bundled yards ahead four 
pioneers felt the way and a corpot d with them 
The four piontcrs liad with them a J intern, and 
the light of it could he seen bobbin? irrogulcitly 
our the roughness of the ground The corporal 
held it in his right lnnd it r wung between him 
and flie private soldiu who matched by lus side 
Thetc eame one moment in the mid-t of this 
macthmg and this -.lienee this el ukue“- and this 
reflation when the whole name ol the woodland 
Had the ardi of it wa lit In i udtitn md explosive 
bhue of light md tlu sound of i muskt t < r islied up 
and re'-eehoed fiom tin boughs \ wliiil ol kales 
fell from the ‘plinte ic d hi ant h I he n c um another 

flash , anothei repoit the sninel of gins bioken 
and the lantern till to the mound Then i fluid 
a lout] German m and out of tin pioneers fefl 
forwaid ol routing iml eeunplunn, thou h it was 
but i gr uing flish wounel lust behind the heiists 
oi the Stafl the admit able discipline of the Lnglish 
armies permitted an lmine elute elcploimenl ol the 
leading company m spite oi the ctrt umst inccs of 
darkness and of urn sorted confusion, but inn 
a« tlicy deployed all the btushwood befoit than 
was alive with a volley of guns, pa hap? e ight> per- 
haps a hurtdit'd yards awa\ By tin mteimittent 
flashes from the muazles oi thur enemies the men 
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Could see a stockade of trunks laid across the road 
with (nrth beaten between, and from that stockade 
the fire continually poured. They answered with 
sot volleys, but thev did not advance. 

The head column so checked^ sent a shock all 
down the line. Here a gun team had tc\be thrown 
out to the right, there a mounted officer remed up 
shaip, time again 11 k pole of a waggon broke 
Under tie sudden vwtrvc. Fertain of the middle 
and real companies bunched and huddled , a troop of 
the German Ifiagoom ran wild, their hordes turning 
and galloping a wav There was fro a moment a 
danger po-sibh of anarrhv, and certainly of panic. 
The good on let of the command conjured that 
danger; then* was m attempt of a charge. Fire 
upon either ilmk deduced it. Then very soon 
the m< ri iorrrud tound again, their head now become 
their rear, thev tinned on that road, protected bv 
the companies that had first borne the fire, which 
volleyed ri> the \ rctind one behind the other in 
sections. All was done with precision, with dignity, 
and with knowledge. 

The night was nor long spent when they bad 
thus fallen back beyond the effect, and at last 
beyond the now, of Hu musketry that had inter- 
cepted them When they reached camp again it 
was not dawn, but in that interlude the whole plan 
of Ihe Colonial War had failed For a week the 
force kept quart* rs within its lines. t T pon the 
next Morula th< 13th, Burgoyne caused to be 
drawn up lor him an account of all that remained 
to his contained command. There was but a 
week's provision, and already horses had died for 
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lack of forage, He sent his note to the commander 
of the American lines, and before ten that evening 
he had got his answer, courteous and dot. isK c. 

On the Tuesday and Wednesday the details of 
the sad business were determined. On Thursday, 
October lb, a date of repeated tiagic and 'fatal 
interest to Europe (it is the date ui Wattigmes 
and of Mario Antoinette’s death), the capitulation 
was signed. Upon the morrow the garrwm piled 
arms and the history of tin world was changed, 




DROUKTS RIDIi 

Jt’Nt 21, 17 QT 

Louis \'Vl mid Maui VrifHul t [\11ij. md fhn'in nl 
h*mci\ attempting to fb tioin Pm in 111 * imd^ ni thr 
Revolution, wnfiutmtptiil j 1 1 i ttiuuulud ifity 
by one Diouei, vihi imIImmI m u imduifd t I \ i dioil 
rut tn the town ol V uomn though Hit t >11 u tnd mimd 
the nomiliu, 




DROUETS RIDE 


JUM 21, ijqi 

I T was aliradv daih 1 he low t da\ of the 
yeai had been cloudy, and tin ijli at ^ins< t a 
lurid shaft of ted had shorn fioiu undo tin edges 
of the cloud, the sky -oon mum 1 tgari and one 
could su* no stais In tin main loon of the lown 
House of Ste Mcndiould a uiimbn ot nnn were 
talking all at once, a 1 ' is tin lie mb lnhit and 
accomplishing things with an inn dibb lapidiiy 
Outside the publu squuc \\ a s tiling Hid though 
the mob as yet did not ilimoni tin ion tmm it 
was rising , in one plan a man w is sting,. ling with 
asoldtei, calling him a On man and tin mldm was 
crying that it was falsi md tint In wa- a i mull 
man from Burgupdy la tin ugh topic which 
one could see squat against tlu m, ht flu lulls rang 
continuously and furiously, and twin i piAol shot 
was heard in the daikiK-s All wirt now con- 
’vmcod that the carnage which had hit them not 
an hour ago had contained the King Hut with 
everv one volunteeung at oho to do this and to 
do that it was not until lhouet sjioko with decision 
that the pursuit was ddei mined on, 

Drouet was ny nature 4 silent man ; tall, and 
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with a face like a hawk. Hg had long, dean legs, 
suitable for riding on a horse ; he had the roll of 
the cavalry, lor he had served in that arm. He 
went down to Ins stable* and saddled the two 
horses by lantern-light, and so went riding out 
with his companion. Tin' crowd gathered round 
him . as he rame 1o the limit of the town he got 
free of them, and immodiaiely broke into a gallop 
down the thnnom road They listened to the 
distant beat ot the hoots expecting the trot or the 
walk wlmn he took the rise into Yrgonne, hut they 
did not hear it Kv* n m its utmost faintness, and 
before the noise of the rule was lost in the distance, 
it was still a g allopath and a rhythmical pounding 
through tin nr lit 

0\er the <u*t of the hill and down into the steep 
and muddy i a vine wlvie the mountain village of 
Islet tes, duty md dumped, squats by the brook- 
side, they qal loped on. waking (or one moment the 
viilagns a*- they pas,<d with the furious clatter of 
iron horn the hea\ y hoot> oi tin posting horses; 
and ogam, after thty had parsed, there was heard 
that distant fadme ot the gallopudc, for the long flat 
ri c e before Hum did not check Jhcii course Rut 
]ust a-* 1 he\ approu< lad its summit in a place where 
the great tiees ot \rgonne lme the road upon the 
rigid, and upon the kit are separated from it by 
nothing but a nunow strip ni mead (where to-day" 
the railway run*-), there mixed with the noise of th$ 
hoof-beaU In ueuth tliem th* noise of a distant hail 
They drew tern, and very soon tail riding figures 
loomed up m tin night upon the skyline pf the 
hill-top before them >f aud when they hailed again 
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Drouct recognised own gmoros The groups 
mingled, and to the panting of the two sttamed 
beasts, the occasional pawing of the tued post- 
horses of the others, the story ot tin 1 coach was 
rapidly told ft wa^ on two units ahead, idling 
rapidly to iNeuvdle, and so to \aunrus It was 
bewildotmg news, foi all SU Muuhonld had 
thought that the Kings (light was to Aht/ And 
ill a moment the active mind tint ln\ behind the 
dose-set eyes of Dioutf Mi/*d the tat fits of that 
night upon which dept ndul tlu 1 tf c of flu (aprtnn 
Monarchy and of all liiuop* too Hit coach had 
doubled Its st-irt upon him w is too gnat to be 
caught up by following tin mid tlit y would bo 
at Vammes and suun»d h\ a lull of soldiery 
before he could rich them down lit must -it 
was his one opportmuU plunge moss tin base 
ot that tiungle and lead tin inclines l>ut tins 
short cut lay not t\<u o\u lulls or common, it 
lay through the immense forist oi \igonm apd 
the high tangled nclgt oi the lull H< hid, across 
such country not an liom Ik ton him <md more 
than eleven miles ip co\u Uc J< ipt tlic ditch, 
he crossed the nuiclow, In tool the thick ot the 
trees on his leit, and mg < d 1m mount by a duect 
threading of the undtrgmwth, until lu came to 
the summit whence* pioo<«ds the long line ot the 
hilts. For that short mile only w is the sound of 
the hoof-beats hushed and lime k>t m nccessiU of 
walking his hoise At the* summit an alley opened 
before him ; he struck spins and galloped* furiously 
down again, 4 

Hfe was ho native to Champagne that ho knew 

t * f 
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what none but the countryfolk knew, and what 
indeed no historian has discovered, that an old 
track lay along the summit of the hill, open through 
the dome growth of tiees, dry from its situation on 
the ridge, until here and there a fallen trunk or a 
humino< k of ground to imperil one, but still a 
rood of a kmd It is of immense antiquity ; the 
Gauls have used it, and the Romans, but the forest 
has grown up round its southern end; it comes 
up bhndh against the undergrowth and leads 
nnwhuc It had hud no pm pose in the history of 
tin nation during all that thousand years in which 
the great edifiu of the French Monarchy had risen 
to tin boned of mankind and now this deserted 
and haunted lane m tin wood was the instrument 
In whi<h that Monarchy wa^ destroyed 

Down it and down it, mile alter mile, the horses 
thundered Tlx night wore on, and from the 
distant duplt- of the villages m the plain beneath 
the halt-hour struck ; a couple of miles away down 
on the plain, and pnallel to Diouct’s riding, ran 
the straight high road, and cm it, still rolling ahead, 
but gamed on with t vm bound oi the cavalryman’s 
honesj went tin bedim and the destiny of the 
BouiUhh 

"flu ridoj- came to a place where year? Iwforo 
muider had been done, and where a great white 
stone had been set bv th< peasantry, who dread the 
powers of evd that haunt uich spots, This stone 
wa*- Diouct’s mark, foi heie there branches from the 
' ridge way a nariow and foul path wltich lead$ dpwn- 
wanh on to the Vatennes road, and strikes that toad 
just a, it tones from the foiest and at the gaieof 
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the little total. By this Way alone ran a man nri 
horseback get from the high ndgeway down to the 
plain, unless indeed he is to go all the way round and 
stake the main road through th< pass which lies a 
mile or two ahead. This turning alone could accom- 
plish Drouet’s purpose, and even so flu n-ue was 
very neai. The barde-t pace might tail to head the 
berime, and he might have mined 1 is mount and 
flattered into Vauimts »oo late Jlev galloped 
and they galloj»cd on till tin woods -iiddf nl\ < eased 
upon oitliei side. Thi'\ houid Ik math thim the 
setts of the high road, and immediate lv saw Indore 
them such lights as still -how ftom i I k higher win- 
dows of Valmy The iliw k va 1 Miiknig the hour 
Diouet di-nionntc cl vistl\, foi m the tot t nous 
streets of the little plate and with Jhe In.aness 
before liim he was fuer on tin loot than m the 
saddle 

The whole place was silem ()m would have 
said that no one watdnd Hit shi»ti-h mei dip- 
ping between the pile s of tie budgi w e- Ihc only 
sound, He ran brenthh s,|y up tlu Higli Stuet 
Between him and the an bun that noshed ilean 
over it up the hill there \v,n not , t human li< mg nor 
light, save at one’dooi, ftom which light Mourned, 
and in which a group of men win t ilkme polities 
of course, for it was a tavern , 1ml of tlu roach, of 
soldiers, even of the horses foi the change, not a 
sign. He thought for a rnonnnt that hi had failed 
He dashed into the tavun and aski d it a heilrne 
had rolled by. The stolid people ot fluse hills 
looked at him rather stupidly, wondcimg what he 
meant. But he was known, and they answered 
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turn. Nothing had been heard, nothing had been 
seen, Then Drouot for the first time in that night 
of thundering hoofs and tiding saw the conclusion 
of his plan. He told them that in the coach was 
the King. Such time as it took, not to convince 
them, but to git the mere fact into their heads, 
was wasted , but soon they had understood or be- 
lieved , they i the they scattered, one man to laise 
the militia, .inuthir to find tin Mayor , a third to 
arm himscli \s lui Diotnt, he went out mto the 
air of the stmt, innld ste nothing at first foi the 
glare ot tin light, waited a moment till his eyes 
should be accustomed to the daikness, then rapidly 
breasted tin lull, keeping dose upon the houses. 
And suddenlv, lx Ion* he quite knew it, there was 
the beiliiK 1 light on him, a huge mass of leather 
ami of pu'kagts and of humanity within and with- 
out, girding vn iti biakts and sliding down the 
stone of the stnel Hi > woik was done, and the 
doom ot tin Monirdiv wa-> ,u complishetl. 



THE GUNS AT VALMY 

SLPmiHIK 21, J71 )2 

The allied Ptwwn uid \n inan iinne advancing 
against a Fi pi r h Inter 01 Inti* milling v due msiIv 
turned its phdion arid w u within 'nkm* (list mu 
of Pans, then <> v il to tin Revolution, 

f when, in turning to dc otn lit lintdi f >ut left to hind 
them afiei thi* turning m i\nmnt *to\ nut wll acherk 
due to the lifiid aitilluj tin of tin Jiuuh from the 
plateau of Valiny lb dight mtHfnnn will 1 he 
datvnite Pru siui pirn llmw mh ruiitiiiou into 
the alhul armie> a- num noi^it did a loluat wnuli 
changed the Imtoiv of tin wotln 




THF GUNS AT VAl MY 

sriTHuiR jr 1702 


B ROKEN bv long min Inn, tlnui'li mfoh ruble 
driving nun a wdui oi u sniul md un- 
siasonal men, twenty thou uni "Imu tiny went 
tluough the empty and mourn tin speu (hat in ike 
up the plains beneath tin hills of Amount It is a 
driary land of little ‘hif, <j<-h n\<t> bubbling ip in 
marshes and oonng to tin Mirni little diluted 
villages vtlucli no man kmw- and tlmm.li the 
entrance of it one gn it tu\ tl 10 id uhuh lor two 
thousand years has bun the load ot im isiun and 
defence foi Gaul Ileie id 0 Altai 1 laid been 
crushed and Em ope saved 
It was pitch dark Ihe ubeK uid the ti utors (who 
were many) had* then mnnblmg wished out ot 
them by the long nndortum and fitipm by the 
dreadful rumours that the mini anm lad been 
eompletely defeated by tin diys and dm of \e« 
treat, and by the bewildering tountei oiders The 
young volunteers, broken with the weight ot their 
equipment, were cursing the lolly of tkn mthusiayn 
and the war and the nation and the icst of it. Tl# 
baggage-tram was encumbered with a herd ot useless 
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men, of whom those who still could walk hdd pain 
fullv to tlk caits for assistance > and oVer all Ons 
long serpent of men a brutal discipline alone main- 
tamed the bond or unity 

There was a furthei note of doom. Kdleiman, 
their General, had blundered and began to know 
that he had bluudued. He ought half an houi 
before to h<ne reached Gi/ancouit, upon it*- height 
wluch don unite-, tlu 1es«*ti heights called ‘ the 
Moon, ’ w o ill it ll Gi/aneouit was held “ the Moon ” 
fwlmh u n ( ailed mi bom tlu sign of its mnt could 
not Lx held Bui no light* sliowed through the 
wet, no 1 »om of boosts Mood out in tlu darkiuss 
In a moirunt he was Mill fmtlier bewildered to hnd 
lumsv.ll noting the gnat load, he made up his 
mind to halt attic lust moment Hi did so, when, 
no! m hour \xU i the lu id of Ins column had sham 
bk d into tlu s dl i r e ( i \alm\, a duty hamlet with 
a gnat gaunt windmill, showing darker agamst tlu 
darkness of tlu sk\ Tin re, as the column halted, 
portion i wtn talcn and tin dicnchfd men shpt 
upon a line nt thm miks and moie, and m Out 
night stunt tin cl 

With tlu in \t morning the lam liad ceased, but 
a durst mist (ouml i\<t\tJunq Men moved hkt 
ghosts in Ou d< M>nnng d«iwn, and tile notes oi tlx 
“ l>iuu ’ to wind) tlu 1 junb awake were mnjjled 
in tin fog Win n it w u bioad da\hght Kclleiman 
atbmpttd to repair his uioi It was considerabk , 
Tru k was no utnat hom tlu posmon , for tun- 
forcemurts to xeach him from DumoUne/, upon ins 
pght the only approach was a ttiy narrow io*d 
picking its way through the marsh, a road on wluch 
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cavaJry would go single file, and on which it was 
iinposblble to move a gun Up m Argonnc behind 
lnm on the high toad the Irishman, who will his 
eight thousand was desperately holding the single 
pass, was separated horn him by a lake and treat h- 
t 1 otis ground With Mich iorce and aftu such 
a blunder it is probable that K< Human despaired, 
but lu was tar too great a suldiu to dlow moh a 
mood to clothe list If with at non hi** hist older was 
to send out a force with light artillery and imple 
rav.ilij that should t ikt up tin portion h< should 
hau readied the night befou 1 \ m as he gave 
the ordu he heard that tlu < u< m\ had p n «*td Hans ; 
that at any moment they might !u\< ihui guns 
unplaced upon the heights of the Moon," with 
no font at Gi/ancoml to annoy 1 ! w m llur< was 
a ia<e for it m the find U g, and at ibout eight 
o dock in thi morning, a- eadi aas wondering how 
iar his opponents might bt tlu foius < urn m ton 
tart, long before th< I undi hid attuned their 
obtfel the Revolution had lost that all important 
handicap, and th< fpiet 1 Kc Human had thrown out 
reined. 

Fhcimst rose , tjioio dirreedul to it a told du//le, 
but a slight oik through wludi the lands* ipe was 
finite plain , and the Fit nth in thur lorn' uregular 
lme saw <ym the little valley Hu full body of tht 
Allies, From the Austrian- iar oit on the north it 
ran down m masses oi mm o! dunging umfonn 
and nationality to whue at its soul hem extremity 
Jhunstyjck and the King nl Pimsia lul the veterans 
of Fredericks *Chere was no movement lh<^ 
armies regarded eac h othei, and thtu suddenly their 
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staler spoke m a fm ions cannonade, and all the weight 

oi metal was with the mvatkrs* 

It was a sustained and* triumphant fire, which 
tunfiod and broke the loose formations opposed to 
it and winch though it did not silence the French 
battens, unnetvod that inchoate gioup which 
huddled round the null at Valmy They had not 
actualh broken but they wen m contusion mdm 
dual 4 * seeking co\u Die hoists plunging many 
neb ill** Un guns b,df smed when a sound much 
lout lei e\<n thm the tnundu of the fiekbpuces 
crashed am mg them and wheio the limbus stood 
uhul to wind b\ the null door the flame of an 
explosion went up and completed the disaster 
Then Kumswu k charged 

Ke Human v died ior a new liorse (his own had 
been shot m tie hist iur\ of the cannonade), and as 
the Pni^ian column-* tonne <1 for the advance 4 he 
took the last dc-puab remedy, odious to soldiers, 
ami confuted to ipp< )1 to fortes other than those 
upon wine li -sober genu ahhip can calculate and can 
Me rule lb r w* r< Ins young*mu), all to pieces from 
two hour 4 In limp there opposite tall Grenadiers 
whose cldu, could remember the drawn face and 
the t)u]\otn passionate and glorious leadership 
ul llic tlohci/ollun, wut upon them Here were 
the young nun with nothing but the memories tri 
tin m /fast fading aitu so nine h ram) of the delinum 
for 4 fucdoin/’ for a word, the young men who 
hitherto had ft It no *hock and who had no wall 
but Jos* tbur souls m an artillery hell; upon them, 
slow!} in tin long Unco columns, w#ie approaching 
those invincible men who had foi so long been a 



THE GUNS AT VALMY. 253 
model to the soldiers of if mope fn front of the 
voting men Kellcmnrm rode, all along the line, look- 
mg mto their faces. There m re a few f,unl cheers , 
they grew somewhat louder, thin smiling he took his 
plumed hat off his handsom* head and \\ ived it, 
suddenly drew his sword, waved it before them too, 
and called for cheers foi the inl'on fix time 
columns were at tin base of Hu dope flu fust re~ 
hisme with the old Pius-um oblnjut fa* he the 
suond and flu third am main mu n < dipping 
flu other In a fey mouv uts Hm bevk would 
iomi llieie was no sound of m»n fh< Pm^un 
fm bad eea«ed m ordu <0 ]xinnt t 1 , rh u r the 
1 noth tire was d<hboat<b uliu 1 JP on tfie 
enst to which the Pm vim infauu\ m 1 1 b innng 

nghteen pirns stood eon aging in 1 ms(< nt their 
teuns untouched thur natch* s nt i id Ox Major 
who commanded them wife Inn*' like a mm who 
watches before amiwohmg a hound 

The cheers for tht ration puw kudu they 
bu ante general, and n rnoumuil of tmigthoinng 
and fonnatioo ran along the inn 11 Mniuud and 
the silence helped it 1o piepiu Thai long after 
the heads of the Hussian column* lad entered 
within range of the kssoi guns, when flea woe ill 
but m range of musket flit, the oomnundu of the 
'crescent of b&tteiies lifted In * hand and tht c ighte< n 
pieces crashed non into th< (rientdius The col- 
umns wavered, hut thc\ kept formation, and their 
ponderous advance continued. A% it continued 
all those guns, those eighteen guns, firing not 
now together l$it at will, taring oiu against th$ 
other it were for rapidity and for a gunnery pnze, 
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filed and fired, and almost as loud as their firing 
came from the infantry lme a fury of cheers , fur 
the guns had worke d in the hearts of the volunteers 
and pci Imps of Die rebels too, that mi rack of 
emotion which upon one occasion and another lias 
been the urn of <xod for the salvation of French land 
It w is near noon md the sense of doom was lifted 
foi thi columns hid halted it last and they had not 
gamed the lull Uk\ still kept formition with th it 
magnificent G< nnan len icirv whic li was and is Hun 
prick but tluy h id turned fire about, and only 
coining sMtion fued the lunch lme, and ih<st 
also vu it soon u tin d 

I tmn tint moment I uiojx was truisformed 

It \\,\<- i \ < t y snnll thing m smdl that to this 
di\ no his + oum r^n fulh explain its v ist cons* 
quenu llu hm oi Pruv-n w is in lus guile cut 
watching the tiling through glares and bl lining 
Brim wick h>r pin mg the fool with too small i 
force, mcl loi too much dc pismg those wastrel > of 
the jacobin f he lunch Pnnees, who had no 
co-iU were drvmng m the wet, and veiy freely 
complaining that the King of lhussia might Jme 
kill them Ins Bum wuk tin suiest and also the 
broudo't of the lournmg nmuls upon those heights 
of "the Moon wa«. pondumg win tint it was pos- 
sible to advance in iom and i k annihilation (tor 
the huhman >till held Hi pa^ with hfc eight them- 
sand, and a reverse that chv, though slight, would 
mean starvation upon the rnoiipw^with those 
tortuous coimiunu ations through the NmtU) , 
( lairfayt was urging that the Austrians should be 
gmn llu. n chance , and young Goethe, watching 
* 
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the whole affair, and already knowing profoundly 
the minds, of men, decided in his heart that the 
turning-point in history had conic* and passed. 

At four the Austrians had their way. They also 
failed. A fitful exchange oi distant shots, fobbed 
from now one cannon, now another, accompanied 
the decline of the light, and as the evening darkened 
tarer and rarer flashes discovered the emplacement 
oi random guns. By seven all was silent and it was 
night. 




MR. BARR’S ANNOYANCE 

oc lourR 16, 1793 

Maoc Antoinette, (uimem Ouun H liauo, vu<« c\?- 
ruted |uM alter nudrhv nu Of tobi. i( 1 > NiRotn- 

ttufts Ini the unpoit <>t 'mu 11 an ,11m ml > J ranee 
(thill Huthnuif* tuuu »ai and ImnO n<»i hi mg con- 
ducted by the R< \ ilulinn 11 ' < <u\ei unn nt \n \nn ncan 
agent » iitte •mppcmi sutfi uuj a 1 ad\ 1 ului 1 on tii it day 




MR. BARR’S ANNOYANCE 

OCTOBER l6, 1703 

M R. BARR of Philadelphia had risen at six 
o’clock in his room of the Hotel ot the Golden 
Fleece, in the Rue Richeliiu, upon October rb, 1793. 
He was ignorant ot the French Lnguagi, but this 
ignorance did not disturb his even and somewhat 
taciturn though geni.O mind He had come to 
Paris upon bullies', which lie knew would be lucra- 
tive, and which ho hoped he might conduct without 
too great a strain upon that code of morality wluch 
he held in common with Penn, the founder uf his 
commonwealth. His clothes wore neat, orderly, 
and rich, but not expansive m coloui ; they w'erc of 
a puce, neurk black it was so dark, aud were of one 
hue in every part of his garments. I tis shoe's, which 
wore buckled with silver plate, his cane, which had 
a fine golden top or knob, the heavy bunch of seals 
at his fob, and the lace winch showed at his stock 
pioved him to be a man of means , but his wig, 
though it was carefully tied, was undoubiedly pro- 
vincial. His round aim rubicund tace was not un- 
generous ; but he was stout, and perhaps fifty ycflrs 
of age. I should add that he was unmarried, al- 
though his (if he had had one) would take no 
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putt in Jus pnwnt adventure. yet it enables one to 
him more dearly when one knows that he was a 
bachelor. 

There were many things which Mr. Bair disliked 
in the Gaul. He had landed but three days before, 
but he already disliked the French villages, he dis- 
liked the shrill French voices, and 1 hough he had 
come into Pans too late iu the evening to see any- 
thing but n few dingy oil-lamps swinging about wet 
and desuted streets, he was sure he would be out of 
mood with the city ; but he boie Ins disappointment 
with the tenacity of the Republican he was, and 
fixed Jus mind as steadily as nnght be upon the 
thought of his appointment winch was at noon 
with a clerk of the Government in the Garde Meuble. 
lie was as good as promised an order tor the ship- 
ment of giain, and every time he thought of it his 
quiet and woll-i omposed mmd became slightly but 
jxTceptibh gayer. 

Mi Barr threw open the windows. He detested 
the Idem!) stuffiness, tlu French alcove beds, and 
the heavy French curtains. He looked out into 
what lie would have called, with no grmt originality, 
" God’s fresh an ” ft was already light, and from 
this casement, which looked eastward, Mr Bair 
could see a confuses;! mass of roofs over the empty 
expanse of the Palais Royal Upon these was* 
falling a steady and disheartening drizzle from an 
UTidetermmate dull sky. Mr. Barr heard with 
Curiosity the cries of the street vendors below, he 
Iftfked with not a little dread down the great height 
which lay between liis window- bar and the ground. 
He determined that he would spend thetime between 
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his breakfast and no6n in perambulating this famous 
city, and hoped he should have time to discover 
one or two of the spots he had seen irn ntioned m lus 
news-sheet at home as being connected with the 
Reformation, the Massacre of St Baitholomew, or 
the successful voyage of tlu* great Pranklm 

When, theiefoie, Mr Bair had eaten a veiv laige 
beefsteak (procured lor him with difficulty and 
eixiked with a still gieatu chttrcult\ at such an 
how), Ik went out into the nam>w stieet and turned 
southwaxd a little* vagucJv to sec wli it In might see 

Thete wis not much doing m Paris on tint morn- 
ing , the drizzle seemed to kei p many people indoors, 
and even as he went tlmmah the labyrinth oi little 
streets which occupied t‘ < < 0 ut\aicl of the Louvre 
he had but little sightseeing tor lus pains He did, 
indeed, stop a moment t< look cuiio isl\ il a sentry 
m a fatten d umfoim with a grease reel <ap upon 
lus head dud a hupish look in In <\< but u he 
saw that the sentiv resulted so close an inspection 
Mr Ban very politely continued Jus slow jx rambu- 
lation. 

He crossedfethe riyoi spent quite hall an hour 
watching the workmen upon the new budge be yemd 
tlie Tuileries Gulden- sauntered, more than ever 
unoccupied, through the lanes of tlu l nr verity, 
wis annoyed to be jeered at bv a group of little 
boys, recrossed the lwi, vrsrtmg the spot wlieie 
Henry IV. had been stabbed, and then, finding by 
lus fat watch that it was ovn halt past ten, jpe 
thought it high timo to turn westward and get him 
by the Rue Si Honoie toward the Garde Mcuble, 
for among Hr, Ban s dislikes was Ml huriy, con- 
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fusion and noise. It was therefore unfortunate that 
as he came down a narrow street that debouched 
near the disused Oratorian Church (where he had 
intended to spend a few moments of pious reflection 
before the House of Coligny) he hoard arising from 
the Rue St. Honore before him an offensive clamour, 
more unpleasant in his estimation than any of the 
other unpleasant thing-, he had come across among 
these very disappointing people — to whom, however, 
he was forced to admit he owed much of liis glorious 
independent irom the British Crown. Much at 
the same moment that this noise offended him lie 
heard in his iear a sharp rush of feet, and was swept 
down towards, the Rue St. Honore by a new contin- 
gent of the mob winch was pouting from everywhere 
into that thoroughfare like rivulets feeding a torrent 
in spate. 

Mr Barr was too stout and too courageous a man 
to be swept off his feel . He resisted a little angrily ; 
lus resistance caused one of the mob to lef drive at 
him with Ins fist, but the blow falling short no further 
harm was don< him, and, indeed, the pre-occupation 
of the crowd was too great to. allow lor a quarrel. 
As they ran and dragged lum along with them they 
often went tip- toe, craning their ne.cks and giving 
excited mes which Mr. Barr completely failed to 
understand. 

So surrounded and so driven, Mr, Barr found 
himself at last wedged tight into a mass of men and 
women who packed the Rue St. Honoris so that one 
could move forward but at a crawling pace, and from 
the mass so wedged and so slowly proceeding went 
forth a ceaseless roar, the like of which Mr. Barr 
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had never heard save once in a September pale upon 
hi* recent voyage across the Atlantic Ocean. 

At the head of the great mob, and so close lo 
Mr. Barr that he could almost have touched them, 
went a squad of soldiery as ungainly and tattered 
as the sentinel whom he had watched that morning ; 
nay, they had not even a common uniform nor an 
attempted one ; not one \va$ shaven, not one com- 
pletely buttoned, and Mr Barr noted with anite 
irritation that the shoes of some 4 were actually 
missing! Such confined thoughts as ran m his 
mind in the midst of all this babel were a general 
surmise that this nation (which he knew to be at 
war) would at once and inevitably suiter an over- 
whelming defeat. Meanwhile the squad of soldiers 
in front of him and the long line that loosely held 
each side of the street continued to impress him less 
and less favourably and to add to the already con- 
siderable discomfort this misadventure caused him. 
He twice managed to elbow a few inches’ space and 
so to consult his watch, though fmtivdy, for he 
feared it might be stolen He was very seriously 
offended to fipd that it larked but half an hour <>t 
his appointment ; btil needs must, and he shuffled 
along foot by foot with the pioecssion which he in- 
voluntarily headed, now and then shanking back as 
best lie could when one of the ragged brutes m front 
of him menaced him with the butt of his musket and 
cursed him for pressing forward. 

It was not until he had been in this situation fat 
some ten minutes that Mr Barr, who was a short 
man, appreciated the cause of the commotion, Be- 
yond the $quad of soldiery, and showing above 
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fJwir hi •<!- lu' saw the upper part of * priest’s 
ifluu, anti cl.we fo i f the upper half of the figare oi 
a suited woman , while showing still higher and 
standing listlessly beside her was , a tall, stout, 
crop-headed fellbw, hat less, and holding loosely in 
his hand a rope, the other end ol which was tied to 
the woman’s pinioned wrists behind her hack. He 
Saw b\ their motion and their eminence that they 
must all three be in some sort of cart. 

In this group, the source and meaning of the 
whole business, Mr. Barr took but little interest, 
though he at once perceived that he had got into a 
criminal business oi some kind, and that here was 
a prisoner being led to prison or perhaps to punish- 
ment. He had no intention of remaining in Paris, 
and his returning energies as noon approached 
were concentrated upon escaping if possible from 
the crowd by a side street, and that without injury 
to himself or delay for liis appointment. But 
.though he felt so little interest he could but watch 
the woman’s face whenever a movement in the 
soldiers in fiont of him gave him an opportunity. 

That face was ashen, emaciated, and distraught ; 
the eye in the profile towards him was dull and 
blind, like the eye ot some old spent creature; a 
few grey haiis escaped from beneath her cap, 
they were damp, short and rare, contrasting meanly 
with the white and newly starched head-dress ; 
she bent forward from her neck and shoulders, and 
it would indeed have been hard to say whether she 
was animate or inanimate. She seemed not to 
hear the voice of the crowd, and the priest sitting 
opposite to her had ceased even his perfunctory 
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gestures, so irresponsive was her face and form. 
All around tins dumb show and hideous, from the 
crowd, from windows of the tall houses, fiom the 
very air, as it seemed, shouts and curses peipetually 
rang— when suddenly Mr Ban ol Philadelphia, saw 
his opportunity. 

They had just passed the house of Robespierre, 
and the pressure at tin head of flu column was 
relieved by a movement in the mob wlndi halted 
to cheoi the Tribune , a fi< e spaa of a vard or 
two was at onto iormed buwuu tin column ol the 
populace and the still advancing tumbnl with its 
ragged guaid Through that spice with somewhat 
undignified speed Mi Ban daitul to the left, and 
dodging through a lint ol loldttis found lumself 
111 the little lane winch flanks the horde Meuble 

Now he was inside tht great doois, a little flushed, 
but walking with wonted dignity up the stone 
stairs of that palatial ofha , now ho was udieied 
v ith liecoming cen many into tin m<i< t,a \ , room. 

Even heu he sulfa* d a la if annoyance , tht so 
unbusmesihke and gnmrack people win g.itheicd, 
deiks and seen tai v and all, <it tlx tall window, 
that overlooked the Place de la Revolution, and 
it was with difhcult v ho lonld attniil their atten- 
tion. Even when he had done so they would not 
leave the panes. 

They had some excuse , they also weie watilung 
that tumbnl, but they kiuw, what he did not, 
that the fainting woman seated there was the 
Queen 




GORNAY 

just ijm 

Among the pa-nun * < xenUed at the <nd >t the f error 
wa> a unmg caxahymm t»orni>, uhost nwi w is not 
upon the h t of tin i mdunanl though upon tint of the 
ampJTbontd It not Kn >wn how the arm was om- 
imttud mm why jls victim did not pi oust 
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jim 1794 

I T was June and very hot it wis the hotter 
because the inner courtyanl oi tJu (onuugerie 
got no ait from abo\ e or below It w^ like a 
well of old, unpleasant stone nwihed .ill the way 
up by narrow windows the lower stems of wlnth 
were barred and the last of whifh onK just showed 
above the flag-stones oi tlu pavement Time was 
a drowsiness m the an, which mini from the early 
summer heat, but undti tin tarns high abou could 
still be heard m this eaily month tin twittering 
of birds Tlieie still lingual also aim* thing ficsh 
m the happy blue ol the sky, the htth patch ol sky 
wluch a iinn could < at< h by standing near the 
broad window ol the’ cell and ga/ing upw T aids, 

. Withifl that ctfl weu* puhaps a doatu assembled. 
The prisons of the Revolution wire but passages 
from a Life to a Life Tiny had about them none 
of the appurtenances which go with the vadict 
of legukr and theiofoie hypouitic.il tnbuiuk 
The names of those bat dies oi the doomed were 
spelt hurriedly and ill, or sometimes not at all. 
The victims themselves entered, and lemamed, m 
their civilian dress ; they spent their time m human 
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Companionship , they ate suc/i food as their purses 
Gould provide them, not wei e they subjected to in- 
human regulations 01 to inhuman apathy. 

Tlu prisoners in this cell wore very various jn 
kmd A long, low and solid deal table ran down 
the length of the room its trestles grated, as men 
lo«*nt against it, along the stone door. Beside it 
ran a bench ns tough and as strong The dark, 
high walls wen damp with the moisture ot prisons 
A cruuh\ had been hung upon a nail at one end 
and near th< window a woman had stretched a 
rosary upon two nails Flu emblems seemed to 
some meaniugh'.s to on< or two lidieulous, to the 
rest a mitigation of tin memory of death. 

And Ad as in any otlar room full of prisoners 
m that June morning, hut tew were sure of dying, 
Of all the multitude of those whom the Tenor 
held upon suspicion 01 to save the Republic horn 
spying, oi to pifvmt the forging of money bv the 
enemy, or lor any otlin i cason, those that at last 
were led out of the dooi into the sunlight and to 
death wue a mrnontv But there was this about 
that fmtastic tunc that the forms of law weie so 
hurried, the sequence of political accident so tu- 
multuous that no man felt any kind of security, 
even in lus wntten sentence, some, clearly con- 
demned and having had then sentence read to 
them and having gone through the sweat of the 
agony, fantastic ally survived , others, tln^Jong no 
doubt that the key had turned upon them Only for 
a few hours, untued, uncondemned by some mis- 
spelling or some accident of the pen, might hear 
their names called out upon the daily hat These 
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last were not Very ymny ; in all those -four months 
drain# which martial law ground and made even 
the face of the Republic, m all the prisons not 
much more than a thousand perished. But the 
Untalisation and, as it were, the gamble of death 
w is over the whole city within the prisons and 
without. For if a man sent montv to his son 
hiding in some Get man town he, the* fathei, died. 
And if a peasant held back coin horn the ainnes 
foi a rise in price, he also dial 
This room full of prison* is, 1 say, was verv 
mixed. Three boasted that they weie noble - but 
there were half a million nobles 111 1 ranee, and 
these tluee were very threadbare nobles One was 
a Breton who had helped an orthodox pnest to 
escape , he sat there ioolishh smiling, unable to 
Speak their tongue. H> was diessod m Inoad 
knickerbockers and bad fine metal buttons upon Ins 
coat, and in lus hat there were ga\ ribbons \nolher 
was an apothecary, foi long the dud Jacobin of a 
country town, but one who had mod undoubtedly 
bought corn with com to sill it foi assignats to the 
regiments as thov maiched Huough, and then again 
to turn the pupa into metal , a court-nun tuil had 
condemned him to be sent to Paris, and these the 
tribunal had dealt with him , he was to die He 
was a little wizened man, over sixty years of age, 
one who had never known religion and who had 
lost all dignity of life, and the thought of death 
was intolerable to him. lie sat 111 the corner most 
remote from the light, upon a iickot> dipir, biting 
his pails and looking over his hand, like an animal 
with bright eyes. 
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The jest* of the group were gatboied together, 
talking without vivacity of tints thing and of that, 
and (veil of what fate might be before the one or 
the othei 

To these, then on the stroke of noon and while 
the hour was '.till sounding liom the great dock 
upon the lornu towei intued a young man quite 
distinct from am, other who had conic into that 
prison lief on His face was clean and ruddt Ins 
statm c comideiabh Ins limbs weie large, stiong 
stiuight and wc II In Id, Ins gait c isv and his manner 
altogi tin r not 011 K that of a soldier but of a soldier 
who feu mam months Ji id Intd in the open air. 

He was horn tin eastern fiontier, and, as. it 
seemed, fiom 1 orinmt lus h.ui was of a waim 
yellow, and the '■vmt thing Geunan in his tact was 
relieved hv the ' iv.uity and uony of lus eyes 
Ills umfonn wlmli was still left upon him, bright- 
ened aP his wa\ hut a- he walked he missed some 
balancing thing which wis his sword Foi as lie 
passed tin g t1< -■ of the pnsoti his sworil bad been 
td ht n tiom him 
He bowed to tliem and -.aid * 

“ My name is Goni.n ’ 

TSo one auswued him except tin one woman m 
the place, ,md < In though she bowed m icturn, was 
too jad(d witli -oiiow to spe ik to any new-comei 
He (ontmued ‘ My name e* Gornay. It is well 
that you should 1 now it tor I was a Hussar and 
may be a linear again ” Then as they still kept 
silent, chunking fiom this giotesque advent of sun- 
light and of air, he added 
" Gentlemen, loi a pack of prisoners you seem to 
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me uncommon doleful , and hut for*lhis lady I 
should $Ay I had no hosts at all in this particular 
totel” 

At that time smoking was unusual save among 
the poor bu{ this new comer who was not a gtntle- 
man but a pnvatc soldier hadlv telt the need of it 
Ht pulled some coarse toba<<o out of his tight 
tiousc r-pocket and rolled it 111 1 duty strip of 
paper whith he found upon tin be nth Ivrside him 
lit pulled out a tinder box md th< n with (la hoi ate 
courtesy lit asked as h< might have askid m the 
barrack-room whet ha hf hid k ivt to Muokt 

His hostess bowed Sht hid net ei suit It tobacco 
smoke close bv in her life md sht wished to know 
tht smell of it As i<« tht apotlucirv foi ill that 
his mind was intent up< 11 ippio idling <k ith, he 
growled and retust d 

Gomay veiy polite h htsifated to light his little 
twist 

“ Go on, my lad , go on sttd tlic woman m a 
very sweet and patioiusing voict (Out ado she 
had been a milliner md kmw the mamur* of the 
great ) 

"But if this gerrtkman object 1 - > said Gomay, 
and the apotheuiv mutteicd tvill\ tint lit did not 
obi ect 

Then Gomay lit his ag a ret to and blowing out a 
very miserable little line of smoke he pretended 
to an immense satisf irti m 

"Gentlemen,’ said hi, “1 wonder it life has 
anything bettei than this ? 

Ip their leading, before their trials the Pausian 
prisoners at least had been ustd to such affected 
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paradox, aftd they did not even deign to answer 
now that they were in the very presence of reality. 
But the apothecary said to him with a scowl : 

“ For what are you condemned ? "■ 

Gornay answered in the frankest 'tone in the 
woi Id and with the brightest smile : “ Upon my 
soul, I rannot tell. And for what were you ? ” 

“ Upon my soul 1 will not,” the apothecary 

muttered. 

“ At any rate,” said Gomav, as lightly as though 
lie weie keeping up the conversation in a play, 
‘‘one lias this advantage in i evolutions, that one 
knows it i\ .is nothing very disgraceful ; you were 
not a usui ei, I suppose ? you committed no murder, 
f take it ; and I very much doubt your burning 
down a house, even though it were your own.” 
As he said this he* blow out the smoke again with 
something of a suspicion of insolence, and then 
suddenly tapp'd his oldei companion upon the 
shouldei and said : 

“ Be comforted. In a revolution every man’s 
honour is safe, and there are splendid opportunities 
ot dying.” 

The nariow corridor outside echoed to another 
step than that of the monotonous turnkey, who 
paced up and down it for liis living under the light 
of a small and evil -smelling lamp. 

Tin- new step was at once heavy and rapid ; , it 
was a step of which they a 11 had read or heard. Some 
braced themselves to meet it by an iron indifference. 
The woman felt so ill that she could hardly stand, 
but such was the dignity of her sex that, clenching 
her hand and leaning upon the table with, it, and 
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turning her lace Irani the light, she was not hu- 
miliated by any physical lailuie Only the poor 
apothecary man, the money -dealei , went to pieces 
at that sound, lie bit, no longer his nails, but 
the ends of his fingeis, and he nude a little winning 
noise with his throat. (ioma.\ the while was be 
ginning a stoiy of what death hit hki wlim it was 
near one m artion, a moment which, soldier-hke, 
lie affected to kno ,v, but which in truth, he did 
not know at all 

'Hie key was m tin dooi, and m the poor old 
apothecary’s eyes thcit stood two large cold tears. 
Such colour as had bon then completeh hit his 
foiehead, his temples and his checks, and gathered 
undet his eyes, and Ins mouth Was most unpleasantly 
drawm. But Gornay was still (lornav Ht bent 
down almost kindly like a son and said 

" What is youi name * ’ 

The old man said * “ It is no use ” 

Gornay answered ■ “ It is evident that you have 
never answered a roll-call. ’ Then he said again ; 
“ What is your name r ’’ 

“ Bra/, ' said thy old man, but he whispered it 
from so dry a thu>at that one could haidh hear it 
* Gornay, as though he had met a tiavellei upon a 
road, said genially : 

" A Gascon, by God ! ” 

! The door opened, and the officei with the written 
list m his hand began to read : 

" Perac, demoiselle." 

" Manzon fils." 

The woman could pist move, and she moved 
forward, A man came aftei 
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“ Kmiflud ” 

The foolish Baton sntiled and moved hearing his 
name they hustled him into line 

The nadei munruutd clown a list of names, 
tickmg off those awaiting him m other rooms and 
calling aloud the temaimng names in this, till he 
came to tlu 1 ist, and sang out 

' Utaz' 

Then Gorniv, fiom (lie table on which be had 
b* eu lulf scatul lost put his hand upon the 
shoulder of the old apotheraiy to prevent his 
mm uig, and oatm into line with the test Just as 
they ltd the lorn tin ouch tin. door, and while the 
apothet u y wa looking on baldly understanding 
what had happened the tuinkcv said harshly to 
that soldii i 

“ flint !>• rut smoking here > ” 

\n 1 (roiniy with mon i egret than he had yet 
shown thiiw di< ugmtte down and tiod upon it 
uiefull\ md Inning done so mprehed on much 
moie momufully with the dtsm oi tobacco strong 
upon him 

lhis is thi wry tint tiornay died, and why he 
was so auuous lot deitli, of rather >>o avid of it, 
htisnevn been dt tu mined 
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JV1Y 1704 

A Gwriittiltee of tin? Revolutienurv Parliament was chosen 
in the worst crisis of the w u with 1 mope to he dictator 
and administer martial hw RoUspitrre, tht idol of 
the moment, was nominnly a rueiulvi, hut his love of 
popularity interfered with tin tic ••ire of ( ich o f the utheis 
to make hib own depart runt ( W *r, I mann , an ) work 
maultke fie came mom and nnu uuh, it la- f onl> 
to ask for favours toi proti % md ttnnlh the t numuttr e 
determined to in rid ol him and lie hi) liom power 
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JULY I794 

T HE year had turned, and though the heat 
increased, the shortening of the day was already 
apparent ; the morning broke more tardily ; its 
slow approach was noted in the great room upon 
the ground floor of the Pavilion de Flore. 

The Committee had been sitting through the 
night : little chinks of daylight had just begun to 
show where the tail curtain met and in the joints 
of the huge gilded shutters, and the new light 
contrasted with the yellow candles in their silver, 
standing upon and reflected in the polished wood 
of the. great table. 

There were other * candles than these. Two 
•were set, upon the floor where a great spread of 
maps Was pinned down to the waxed chestnut 
woodland there sprawling at full length was the 
ungainly form of Carnot, fixing little flags at one 
place and another. He grasped in one view, as he- 
lay there planning, what not Jourdon nor any 
other, nppn the frontier could seize, the whole line 
of the defence, or rather (for it had now come to 
this) of the victorious advance which was not 
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to be checked until the Giatid Army should have 
slueddei! into retreat from Moscow. 

Carnot lay there sprawled at full length, moving 
now one of Ins candles, now tin' other, to read a 
name 01 fix some detail of the Ardennes. His 
odd, somewhat misshapen head, with its high 
bulging ton head and scanty black hair tolling 
down m a wv-p towaids his eyes, looked the more 
glob squi front the shadows these candles east 
E\oiy now and tie n hi mummied to himseli as 
he wrote a note upon the margin of the' map or 
followed some natural teature with Ins finger . 

There was no eithir sound save the scratching 
of pons Round the gnat table-, jaded with so 
mans houis of continuous lahoui, still sat the 
OounmtPc Tin heshest and the most carefully 
dri^si-d was tin ilcanly Haueic He was writing 
touthon, pinched and ill was writing also ; so 
wcic three oth< rs io in. hit Only emc* was not 
writing, the boj St fust with eyes like Shelle-y’s, 
biit mor< him sat b.nU a little in his chair and 
looked at no one of Ins < ompamons but into dark* 
tie ss lb-* i \ es wc N tillc cl either with memoi les that 
tumbled lem or with the* tear of some- approach- 
ing docmi 

Hie d.i’j eontimialJv broadened, It was still cool 
in the Juh morning and the window, facing west 
w.ud cot no gleam of sunlight , but the cessation 
of the songs of birds in the gardens showed that the 
sun had risen, and m a httlc while Barr iire, dropping 
his pen, stood up, stretched Jus arms, inq.de some 
exclamation of boredom, walked to til® curtains 
and pulled them aside, going round as ho did so to 
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avoid treading <jn these great maps of Carnot's, 1 
upon whose intent, ungainly figure he looked down 
as he passed, half in amusement and half in ad- 
miration. When the curtains were drawn and 
the shutters thrown open, light so flooded into the 
room that the candles lost their office. They were 
blown out, Carnot rose and came to the table. It 
was full day. In the sudden change lrom one 
condition to another, as by a shock, all work ceased 
and they looked at one anothtr wondering to see 
what an extreme fatigue was upon evtry face, 
Rarrere had before him a little agenda scribbled 
upon half a sheet of paj >or and he first spoke. He 
said: "We cannot continue much longer. I 
must sleep before the debates begin, and none of 
you will be fit to defend tin polii \ unless you also 
rest. We do not know who 'may be called on.” 
There was a gloomy and a silent assent from all 
except from Couthon and lrom St. Just. The little 
refined cripple and the boy knew well enough what 
that policy was, but it was at the peril of their 
lives to oppose it or to seem to oppose it . it was 
the policy that would kill Robespierre, their friend. 
Each waited, the cripple in fear, the boy in anxi- 
ety, for the first ‘question that might be addressed 
to them. Each wondered how lie should reply to 
it, whether to pretend connivance with the ruin 
of their loader or to profess ignorance of a de- 
sign gainst him. They dared not argue against 
the scheme tliat was afoot, still less would they 
dare to vote against it if it should come to a vote. 
Luckily for them the silence was broken not by 
any question addressed to either of than, but 
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by the harsh Covenol voice of Jean Bon. Alone of 
the eager men who made up that little assembly, 
he showed in his face something that belrayed ( a 
profound evil in the mind. It was an expression 
full at once of sentry and of hatred. 

It had been determined in the Committee that 
"Robespierre should tall. His popularity was an 
obsti action to their functions. His rule of opinion 
clashed with then physical and actual powers ; 
his phantn-m of gou ininent with their true execu- 
tive. Couthftn and St Just alone* were his friends 
upon that Board. Ban ore officially, Carnot with 
the natural impatience of a soldiei and of a creative 
mind, one lot on» tea -.on and one for another, bul 
all for reason-, ot statesmanship, had determined 
that the man must go Not so Jean Bon. With 
hnn there was tin. peisonal malice of the loss against 
the* greater. It was the opportunity of a personal 
revenge that put light into lus small, dark and 
cunning e\es and tightened his thin lips. 

Jean Bon had pi-t begun to speak when, with- 
out warning, not announced lor no stranger was 
pernutted there- the door opened and Robespierre 
himself walked in 

He had not slept anv more than had the otheis. 
He had spent the night m writing a defence which 
he knew would be needed, hut upon liis liigh-honed, 
set face the traces of l.itigue were less evident than 
in those of lus colleagues , and the extreme care of 
his dress, the glistening silver upon hit, shoos, the 
refinement ol his hands lent a sort of freshness and 
vigour to liis person, coming in as he did, after that 
long night sitting, upon men who liad been in each 
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other's company ior more than twelve hours. In 
spite of that vigour every man present felt the 
chasm between himself and them. At the best 
they saw him but raicly. They had but a moment 
before been judges. They were pn pared to con- 
demn again when he should lie gone 

He took the only empty chan ol the ten, laid 
Ins little cane upon the table, and no\t agiinst it a 
brown note-book that Ik had been omrvmg 111 his 
hands, then avoiding the eu"- <>1 all ot them, 
except for one rapid but fixed look at the troubled 
expression of St Just, he said that he had < oine 
upon immediate business, that he would not inter- 
rupt theii laboms, that In-- morning until the de- 
bates opened was already full ut engagements. 
His business was, he said, to 1 emote the names of 
two men from a list ot the condemned they had 
drawn up. 

They did not ask him win re he had learned what 
was upon the list. They knew well enough that 
though he had not been among than tor days St. 
Just was his regular mioimer. The great sheet of 
foolscap lay in honj of Barr ere. It had lam there 
tor more than <j day. Certain names had been 
deleted! one or two added. The signatures ot a 
quotum alone remained to be athxcd before this 
batch of twenty or so should be sent to their trial 
in the Palais. 

Barrere negligently, as though it were a daily 
matter like any other, pushed the sheet of lools- 
cap to where Robespierre sat with his carefully 
powdered hair, his dapper blue coat and exquisite 
linen. As he so pushed, Barrere glanced furtively 
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but quickly at Carnot, and Carnot returned his 
glance. 

Robespierre drew the paper deliberately towards 
him, put on his spectacles, studied it with the little 
delicate ftngeis ol cither hand as though to smooth 
it out oi hold it down, and lit his sad grey eyes 
uandei down the list. Then, 1 houghtfully enough, 
he took irom the fob of his silk waistcoat a little 
pencil cased m gold , he diew the pencil slowly 
tlnough two uamts WTien he had done this he 
pushed the doniTiieiil back again to Barreie 
“let me s(>( the list," said Caniot in the same 
tom with the same carelessness as you would use 
upon some small detail of an ordei As he saw 
the* list In shook his powerlul ecctntrtc head slowly 
from side to -lclt “ It ran t be done'/' he saicl 
“ ft is invc^saiv fox the dt fence of the frontier I 
was nn sc It at pains to ce that they ‘hould be sent 
back horn tin Uont ' ltaiie'ic, when he had hesi- 
tated a little, addid, looking at Robespierre some- 
what nwkw'aidh " 1 think Carnot must have Ills 
way It is his own depaitment " 

St Ju-t be a an to -peak and then was silent. He 
tapped tin 1 table with liu liugeis 11 he had dared 
he w'oulei ha\e told Robespitin to give way with 
as good a grace as possible 
Meamvhiii tin* late* of Robespierre was, to what- 
ever unseen mtelhgcnecs were looking on that fatal 
gather eng, the- vuy cen be ol energy m the gioup 
It was perlc-ctly white, save where upon his high 
cheek-bone's a violent and feverish colour empha- 
sised the genet il palloi of the rest. The veins of his 
temples showed as they always did when he was 



THERM IDOR. »55 

mastering himself for an effort of speech or of 
rontiol He said in a voice soinwehat lower than 
was his wont, and speaking more slowly, Mill look- 
ing at no one directly, ga/tng between Carnot and 
T* an Bon at a carving upon the w all bc> ond “You 
are determined to sarnfitt these two men <* " All 
the hypocrisy native to Jean Bon was called out 
by such a phrase ' We are samticmg nobody , 
Robespieiit',’ he said We ire sending suspects 
to a fair Inal' Robcspienc mswcied ‘ Very 
well 1 " 

He put back into tli> fob oi his silk waistcoat 
the little brown note (>ook mel the gilded pencil 
He 4 took up his cine Irani tin polished wood of the 
table where it lay but his re tun with the erne 
betrayed the tension of !us mind feu it tumbled 
in his land is he leinoved it Ih n when h* had 
looked elown a moment m s- ill nee he rose quie k)\ 
and went out of the i >om slnittu g the deieii In hind 
him with a curious lit tl Inn^ro pan ion is of a 
well hied provincial who knows how 1 gentleman 
should leave a drawing room 

When lie was pone Bimre hughed heartily. 
C irnot swoie 

• Jean Bon had*m his tgs a nmie evil light thin 
o\ ci 

Ba rrerc took some bic itlerumiis th it liy by 
and, still laughing rubbtd out the penal lines that 
Robespierre had drawn icross the mnies oi these 
two obscure men When he had done tins he 1 
signed his name at the bottom of the document 
and pushed it up the tabh , Carnot signed next 
Jean Bon and the rest m order. The foolscap came 
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round to St. Just, and, without hesitation, St. Jus 
signed it also. It came to Couthon— but Couthon 
his suffering fact* ablaze with anger, threw (low 
the pen before he had used it and hobbled fron 
the loom. 



NAPOLEON IN THE 
GOADARRAMA 
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telJISHUMl 1808 


NapalPOR in Madrid, bolieviu S11 John M< 01 c with tlio 
Lnglish fou to lx 111 \ ilUloIirl md nj'lilh i»fl£?ing 
Hint thf> limit rotiPdt it 'nil 1 f nl ( tb sea thioufih 
Astotjta, di'tmmiiul to mt them n b\ fund mart bei, 
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fumwtioft U (inoiKoih Sn |i tm \l( itu aw Liot 
at Saiup and to li id oi lining t< nu cL tu milts 
to Sir John's on?, vtlnrh In ( mid t wl\ at hint, maeis 
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NAPOLEON IN THE GUAMRRAMA 

01**0 1 MBI R 22 2J, 1808 


T HE Sierra Cnadarrama stands— to the North 
of Madrid- not 111 a gu it wall but in a great 
heave like an advancing wave One may oveilook 
from its bare fc ununits whn li i< st n.hlr tlio i e ot high 
S< otcli moo Hands vas' plum tu tin south and to 
the ninth thesi plains au, tidies*- and and bare, 
their larr wktciioui m s ait down dap like tunehes 
into the {liable soil \ei) (at a wav upon other 
hon/on may be distinguish) d Jiulhtr and parallel 
nngfts which guard, to tlu 1101th the v.ilhy of the 
Ebro, to the .south that of iln Tagus 
It is a range of height-, paulwr m this that, 
without any abt uptness of imk 01 savageiv of 
pieapioi, though most of its slopes au lanly 
accessible to man, and though tht v aiu more 
.wooded, (Serially m then n asses, than anything 
in the neighbourhood In math, something foi- 
bidding and austere which at times has a note of 
evil oppressed the spurt of a man who wanders 
alpne m their region Here, witlnn two days of 
Christmas, m the year 1808, the army of Napoleon 
was forcing its way upwaid into the noitli 
They had left Madrid at mornmg. The strag- 
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\ gling and squalid capital, on its high, windswept 
" plain, was bitterly cold, and frozen dust swept in 
i swirls down those falsely wide streets, which imitate, 
land foolishly imitate, in another climate and for 
another people, the great avenues of France. But 
though the cold of that morning was hitter and 
'the frost keen, a clear sky stretched above thy army ; 
many days’ rest and the comforts of the capital 
had given new vigour to the men. ..The best of guns 
and many of them were stretched here and there 
along the great line of marching, and as a core for 
the whole went tall in the midst the high bearskins 
of the Guard. 

The many hours which are . necessary, for an 
army to form in column and to leave a great city 
had been consumed. Tin* last of the line had left 
the northern gate ; the royal road of ;the Spanish 
kings, the great relic, of Philip, full of the memories 
of the New World and of what .was once a universal 
and an untarnished glory, stretched before them 
towards the lulls. It was their business, leaving 
the Escorial to- the west, to follow on and oh till 
they should take the heights themselves by the 
new and splendid way which the Bourbons trad 
built over the mountains, and not to rest ■ until 
they should have camped upon the further side. 

The cigar morning and the -harp air of that 
exalted plateau spurred them to effort ; they were 
gay, they were prepared for miracles ; the Emperor 
himself, who had not yet turned the comer of this 
life, but was still responsive to every outer impulse, 
tasted the wine of the weather and saw before him 
. a complete success. The map of his whole strategy 
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was clear and ^etailjad in his mind. He saw the 
northern towns and the river valleys, the few roads, 
the position (as he imagined it to be) of Sir John 
Moore, The English at Valladolid would be hurry- 
ing back through Astorga to the Sea, Their road 
and his would meet at Benevente ; lie would be at 
Benevente first. The officers ot the cavalry laughed 
together and called it '* the rate to Benevente," and 
on that issue they had no doubt, toi the day and the 
sky were vigorous above them ; they were young 
and yet aU veterans together. 

But Moore, tar to the northward, had other plans, 
and in Valladolid there were no English, and Bene- 
vente would not be the meeting place of battle, but 
of contact of escape. 

So they marched noithwanl, nearing the hills. 
As the head of the column 1 eat lied the Inst roll of 
tile mountain spurs it was seen that much of the 
long range to the left was dim with a mixture, as 
it were, of cloud and moot ■ for 111 these fantastic 
summits, where the skies are so different from our 
skies, we northerners can oii< n watch the coming of 
a storhi and wouder whether if is dust or haze of 
cloud, or our impeffect vision, that seems to make 
■ the mountains disappeai into their distance, fading 
out of a clean outline long before then perspective 
has reached the hori/011. To the rigid also, on the 
heights of Somosierra (which so many of the army 
knew from another experience), theie lowered wisps 
ol darkness, and —an ominous thing— such water as 
remained in the arroyos undei the culverts of the 
great road had begun to rise higher and more turbid. 

There is a village at the very foot ol the ascent 
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Whore the old road turns to the EsrortaJ and the 
jnew road of the Bourbons breasts tho pass. That 
pass rs not recessed as are those across greater 
mountains, the Alps oi the Pyrenees ; it is a 
simple ascent, a ft w miles of plain steep road; the 
eye can follow the high load all the way to where 
it ovt iconic- the tange at a saddle between two 
peaks eooo It at the most above the startmg- 
pomt fioin which one ga/es. It is a broad way ; 
there an no poxipius or narrow*; guns can take 
it, if the\ will, two abn*a fc t and cavalry by fours , 
or tin lin< d then was such a necessity, in double 
column Noth of those perils for which soldi tr* 
aie pa pared m high placis confronted the ainiy, 
but -uddtnh i omt thing moic tcrnble and more 
strange, which no CApeuuice oi theirs had taught 
thou to 1 now 

The sky daikened rapidly; the gloom spread 
past the -,un , tht nearest ot things was obscured 
and at onu born the ncath and the west, whittling 
ovci Liu- f dge- oi the range, fell driving knives ot 
ice. In a few moments all that host was blinded 
and envi lop< d m a touucnt of frozen snow. 

For a while it was an exhilai it ion to the young 
solditis, they pushed into it manfully; they 
jolud togetln r ; tin ) wing their snatches of Gascon 
or Burgundian songs ; and an Italian of the Pied- 
mont! -e would bandv a taunt with a Provencal m 
some lws,iw frnua of theiis, recalling the blizzards 
of tin Alps and the winter jests of their peasants 
in the recesses oi the Mont Genevre. 

But soon the northerners found how terrible was 
God south of the Pyrenees. The snow dogged and 
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lav I they could hardly lift their feet ; their faces, 
first ill intolerable pain and then numb, were caked 1 ‘ 
and broken. Their liands upon the metal of the 
mubkets lost their office ; there were some who 
looked at their finders and were astonished to see 
the skin tom off by the metal <>1 the trigger guard 
and yet no blood issuing trom the frozen flesh. 

As the day advanced the. storm did not abate 
but increased in violence. The snow deepened, 
the cold grew more intense, and here and there — a 
rare tiling in the sinuous and easy bands of Napoleon 
—the formation was broktn. Men had dmp]>ed 
out all along the way after the lirsl thiee hours ot 
this hell, preferring. <1 numb death m the cold to 
the agony of survival. Napoleon, Ins will stronger 
than the mountains 01 the wind, heard their cries 
and saw the beginnings of Ilnur ninthly. H(> called , 
a man to hold hu bridle and dismounted, though 
painfully, from his little horse, fie ha <1 ridden so 
tar at the head of hi- mounted (maid ; he stood by 
the roadside now and gave the veterans time to 
come abreast ot him : then, wuh his hands clasped 
behind his kick, he pushed 011 afoot side bv side 
with them all, jvho went afoot also leading their 
'horses and tramping a way for those who followed ; 

. he plunged through the deepening drifts, his strong 
faee level with the shoulder of some Norman giant 
of his Pretorians. 

The fury of the sky was a challenge, and, as in a 
battle, victory was the sole solution for them all ; 
there was no failing or compromise with death, 
unless it Was to be a rout and a disastei and a full 
submission to the north wmd. 
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Shots were heard dose by in the driving weather, 
’Hwrgeanls cut sing and hauling, mm at the spokes 
of the gun carnage wheels even a thing now, and 
since then, unknown m the French Service— the 
sound ol blows . But the effort was beyond 
humanity. Heie a gun stuck fast, there a hmber 
found the kennel with its off wheel,' sank in and 
oveiturned and faintly through the roai of the 
wind or down it weie tin eats and now and again 
another shot, where some lad had attempted to 
bioak away into the sheltei of a barn or a grove, 
01 wlyn a dying It How had taken the opportunity 
of mill confusion foi private vengeance. There 
wen. spirits among tin soldier} who said it opinly 
that this would urw if any man wore bold enough 
to shoot tin 1 mpeua flu Emperor heard these 
lmiiincn - ; la did not nbuke them ; ho still went 
on, his squau < Inn upon his breast, his sturdy legs 
plunging thiongli the snow , 

They camr to But place where the last zigzags 
ol the pas'- begin, pa haps some boo ft. below the 
summit, with an eftort altogether his own, he 
moved on (junker tit ui his (iiianis, and turning 
to tliur foremost nles shouted tluough the gali 
asking tfa in whcthei they runembered the ( on- 
quest of the Alps that they should be (onquered 
by tin mohlulls of bp, mi. The van under this 
spin soon reached the stone lion that marks the 
lughcst point of the road, and tiro descent began. 
Here upon the northern side the wind, no longer 
gusty, was full ujion them with the force and the 
push of a rivet, but the baik of their task was 
broken ; for an army upon the march con- 
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tmuous and if the head piece*, thiough ail fol- 
lows 

Fh<* Advance of evening on that short December 
day increased indeed tin bitterness ot tin cold, 
blit the wind abated in its lutv ( orp> after 
corps, though guns’vure ahindontd foi a ntamint 
m the drifts though tlu ilt id uul tin dtsntcis 
fuel thinned tlu tanks pissid tlu stom lion of the 
summit and began to otumbk down tlu northern side 
\11 the grt it Jhost wtnf bv 

One <^x)t upon the toad tin indoimtalik puipose. 
of thm Geneial hid lived 1-. tlu hunt of thin 
march Hi would not lull hitluiwud of that 
hunt si\i fen a biuf monuni m 1 toad-adt hut 
1101 jiupaidM in spiti it ill tlu cod-, ul tlu ur 
and the hills, this uici ol Ins to ihneunte 

I hi evening fell it w !•, duk upon tlu v mcuirrl 
m the plain ft was daik on tin umnnts when the 
last of the waggons found in minu\ fiom tlu 
Work he had compelled tin pionms to d > and tlu 
tramplihg (f tlu mow hv tin (iinul It wis full 
datk but he ‘till in ere he el onw u<U 1 Ik mass oi 
tlusol<lui\ to whom imps m 1 im ste 1 1011- flung 
and who know ndtlimg of a in u fi 1 1 its goal, 
suivived, m a full fjslnon pomn thiough tlu 
night tramping hall di id tlnou s h ht+le villagis 
while no hdt was dlowid putlv vvondumg <uid 
paitly eaulns as to whin repose ought be fennel 
at the md In suih tml men meilnmullv go 
feirward, or go foiwaiel at le 1 1 till t hr v fall had 
he taken the»m onwards all night tluough, 1 hall at 
least would still have bom w 1th linn at dawn 

Of the fatigue el u ties ol that night wc know 
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nothing. Somehow Hie guard was set, somehow 
tfood cooked, horses groomed and watered, arms 
cleaned. Hour upon hour the column closed up 
dming the night till the last of the* crawling units 
had stumbled into the narrow street and the last 
of the waggons rolled in. The discipline ol those 
armies was capable ol all tilings ; and before the 
men toll into a dead sleep for the few hours before 
the task should he renewed they had accomplished 
one of the great deeds which are 4 of perpetual 
record among soldiers. t 

There have not been a doren ‘marches like that 
march since the Captains of Europe began to 
challenge one another, Yet so different is wai 
from peace that it von will retrace that road upon 
an autumn evening you will come down at ease 
from the summits of the sierra ; they will not seem 
very high , yon will *?wing down a broad and easy 
road on to the plains of ,Jtew Castile, seeing the 
vast horizons whirl) the Christian conquerors saw 
aftei their first groat victory over the Asiatic 
beyond the lulls ; and if you are a stout walker 
you will ]>e m Madrid by evening, fatigued, and no 
4 more Ilian fatigued. 





THE BARRICADE 

MW 1H71 

I T to not difficult to skip dm mg th< noise of 
firing when one has got used to it foi a lew days. 
Thev had been used to it at Montmaitie continu- 
ously for fnrfy-aght horns, and btfoie that during 
font long months of sugt. Hum fort\-nght hours, 
liowcm, had not bent -t< ad\ as tin w,\\ had bun, 
but latlici a succe^ion without nituimsanu oi nlles 
and of guns, and the popttuul (ins of men, and 
eury kind of upturn sounding and booming in the 
nanow streets as tin tick dots w luu it tushes upon 
an angry day up the nanow gon>< s ol the locks. 

Through 4 whole night of lieavv lirmg a butcher's 
boy of betwwn sixteen aud sumieui lwd talk n 
asleep and lwcl >l^pt out umhi tin May sky, and 
had wakened with Hie t aih duvu , tie woke to hnd 
all silent. 

He had liecn sleeping upon 1 he loadway face 
downwaids, with his hi ad upon Ins uosms! arms. 
He had drunk hear 1 Is of bad -pint the night 
before, as li&d all but thus ol the men grouped 
about him, He staggered to ln> feet, and one or 
two of those lying around were waking also Here 
in a threadbare frockeout was a professor, with 
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dirtv linen haggaid face, and a week’s growth of 
heaid,, there a nondesc ript lad, but of the Wealths r 
classes in clothes that had cost money but were 
very grease and tom now with boots that had bmst 
long ago a tlurd was a plain beggar with \ay 
wild and sluing iv c wnth nothing on his body 
but blue (am as tiouais no shoes upon his fett, 
no coat upon Ins hick but i blanket huddled o\<r 
him Jhe nst wtu workmen of varying diems 
There win twmt\ m .ill for tint was the number 
nqinud foi a bumnde of such a width as thurs 
had md to pie vide the st ntue s at night 
The biiiu cell was low it had not yet been 
touched b\ shell it was mtad save m a place 
where the evening before one luiiotis rhaige of the 
Regulats had faded 1 hen some oi the lighter 
stone had did down ami the pole of an omnibus 
which hid bce'n wedged into the structure lay 
broken } oi the mt 1 siy it still stood, and was 
exeellent cover Behind it, upon its northern side 
and looking down the long street that led to the 
plain below a nigged sentrv stood armed, the 
otheis al>o took th*n ufles all e'xcept one who did 
not move when their elected chief called to him, 
noi even when they rame to move him They 
found he* hid died during the night 

\ worn in <ame out of the small shop which 
flanked the* barricade , sire was young and smiling 
and trim as fresh as the early morning, and one 
would hive said as gay, she brought co&ce for 
them and would take no jvonce m exchange Their 
laticms of bre'ad they alreadv had by thorn, and 
there they sat, squatting upon the corner stones, 
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dipping tlicu bread in the entice, bilking little, and 
saying such words as they had to say iu tones 
that wen? merely weaty, and using oaths that had 
become quite conventional and thin aitci the use 
of the long wai. 

1 he sun was through the mist ; the noise reminded 
one of tialhc IK the old days oi peace , the noise of 
wheels (but they weie the wheel® of guns) came 
from the city below, and then, startling this group 
upon the hill, cam* , not hall a mile away, the sharp 
lattlc ol the hi&t lusdladc. ['he tight had begun m 
tin.* wojkmen’s quaiteis, eastwaids, to the kit and 
below But m tliat long street belore tliun nothing 
had yet appeared , all the wooden shutters were 
set last to the windows, all th<* iron shuttois of 
the shop fronts were locked and boned , there was 
complete silence and a complete <l< seitmn. 

The plate which they defend* d li id boon carefully 
chosen, it could not be tinned save horn a dis- 
tance whu li would give ami'll time to f ill back, and 
the first side street to entci that which they held 
was twp hundred yards or 11101 e ftom then ban trade 
Out of that side street, cautiously peoimp leund the 
comer, and showirfg at first nothing but a shoulder 
and an eye, came a marine He < ame out lullv, and 
carefully surveyed the barricade the men sipping 
their coffee, the haggard stntiy at thnr side. He 
was a Breton with hign eh<,ek- bones, and slow of 
thought, though quick ol eye. He wished to make 
his report to his olficer usefully and auuiately. 
Hence he continued to note, one by one, the details 
of the barricade ; its height, its stiuctuie, by what 
windows it Was commanded, and the nuinbet of 
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Ifoose who defended it, A few moments passed 
thus ;■ he watching, they unconscious, when, all at 
Once, he was seen. He himself sav^ the sentry’s 
« rifle suddenly come up to, the shoulder ’ He saw it 
endways, and dasned back to cover behind the wall. 
The shot failed. Then those upon the" barricade 
knelt at even distances and laid the barrels of their 
r Chassepots upon the crevices between the stones, 
and felt in their pockets for cartridges, loaded, and 
stood by. They had not long to wait. No bugle 
blew ; in a bunch rather than a formation tine com- 
pany of Regulars swept round their corner into the 
street like men flying from ‘a danger rather than 
like 'men approaching one; somewhat separate from 
them, and running a trifle faster than their foremost 
man, was a quite young lieutenant; his uniform so 
spick and span you would have thought no fighting 
was on, and his little toy sword gleaming sharply in 
the air as he cheered. Not thirty shots were fired 
against them as they poured up the hill, three only 
hit a man, but one of these shots had struck into the 
very centre of the charge, another had caught the 
lieutenant, so that even as he ran forward, and even 
as he still cheered, he leapt upwards and fell. There 
was a check jmt enough to admit* confusion, and 
during that confusion the barricade steadily poured 
in lead ; but a gap in the steady firing gave the 
Regulars their chance — those unpractised and law- 
less men behind the stones were loading altogether ; 
their fire for a few seconds was not nourished, and 
in just those few seconds the last yard’s wore covered, 
and the rebels were swarmed upon as water swarms 
Upon the little separate grains of sand .when the tide 
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rises upon the beach There was not one behind the 
barricade but had three men or four or five upon him 
(foi a full company had charged), and for perhaps 
a minute the younger men struggled as an animal 
struggles against those that hold it while the others 
kill , the older men ‘had at once gone down. The 
protessor was not killed hut caught ; they already 
had tom off and bound a strip of lus own linen 
tightly around his wrists behind Jus hack, so that his 
hands were swelling out and blue with congested 
blood. And in the midst of all tins savageiy, the 
youngest of them was shouting as he died some 
screamed disjointed syllables of a chance revolution- 
ary song. The red flag "till stood above the blood 
ol the defeat, knotted on to a hill stick planted in 
the stones ; no one had thought to take it away, 
l*ar oif up the lull two men were M-en running; 
why, no one knows or evei will know. Whether 
they were the iebels, or chance comers, or whatever 
tht'V wete, they weio dropped like labbits, and those 
were the last shots find. 

****** 

This is the way the haimade was taken. It was 
still quite, quite eailv in Hie morning, the spring air 
•was still quite p\ire and <lean , no smoke was yet 
lismg fiom those further quartets of the city Mow 
which the Law had recovered two days before. 
From the moment when the marine had fust taken 
his little look to that in which the last two shots had 
dropped the runaways, about five minutes altogether 
had passed. 

So much lor what happened in 1871 ; one of the 
hundred things that happened, each very much like 
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all the others duting that astonishing reconqurst 
ot the town ♦ But it I Were to end hero 1 should 
not he tolling quite all the storv, nor hdping my 
readers to Undot stand altogether the ttue diaiader 
ul these foreign men 

Evktlv thirty \»'ii liti r, m a villa dose to the 
Rtra Seme, non Mmtes I dined with a man who 
WMs bioth i to tin voting lieutenant who had Ixui 
hilled and time wis pi< >ent an old and lathei de- 
crepit gentleman of the l mvusity who hail Ixcq 
among those upon the bum adt and who had ban 
capturtd, In had tieui tondemntd to death, tians- 
poited, a idugi e to London, amnestied and was now 
still working at hb matin matics m the Rue de> 
Ecoles le uo long* i lutuml, hut hr still gave 
pnvatf hssuib \rd these two, all during dinntr, 
would talk ot nothing ds< but the Commune my 
host, wliosi hi t'lui hid b<<n hit among the R<-gu- 
lus dtitmg tin unigi condemning it, tlx aged 
prohssoi upon ii» otliti hand del < tiding Us ideal 
with ill lib stuugth It wu« a heatid argument 
Non In i imki'toiHi how ti ikoikiU party diixr- 
dins with the ’n mom ol sonal lilt fm quite m 
horn tin \ an, tm ddutultlx past Latu, however, 
tlxv tuned to talk ot ibhmg ami it jehoved me,, 
tor I am nut usi d to political debate, not had I ever 
deail\ known what the Commune was all about. 



THE POLITICIAN 

] \vr\r v ti, U)o(i 


On Uwtuhct 5, Mi Bnfmr\ Uinuni tianon, 
w !iicli Hul tauKCl ro a > k c < Hil uni pi <> ptroi*# eon- 
clu (ox th< JwutH Aluctu W h uul Ind uhmtlftd the 
Bo i KopuLlu^ mto oik J uprnil v Urn wait to th( 
country During (lie Uuuuil Mcrtjon fallowing many 
mating-, wen hold, and din tup than tin , ui i nortbnu 
town, upon Januaiv u , jqo(> 
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JANUARY II, igob 

W HAT happened on Ibis day happened in a 
hugf lull which bad been built m the begin- 
ning oi oui younger geneiation, |iist when iron was 
coming into use lor building Its aroint a lure was 
of the ^tyle which may be called masonic. Sham 
lialf-eolunms stood against the high walls, supporting 
nothing ; their nondescript and hideous capitals 
weie heavily gilded with some staring metal, hrom 
tin' root hung great lights wlm h had been designed 
for gas but now carried mcandtsc* nt bulbs. It was 
evening and light gland all out tlu gnat oblong 
and the atonishmgred and bli/e pattern oi the roof. 
There were peilyfps three thousand p< i oph in this 
place 1 , nearly all poor, and most of them dressed as 
the poor are diessed in this country-- that is, any- 
how. The gallery which fan around the hall was 
packed, and in the darkness under it young men and 
boys stood m close ranks. In the body or the hall, 
by a custom peculiar to Great Britain, many w#men 
of the middle class weilsprinhded, and the hist front 
rows of chairs were filled with popple of somewhat 
giealei wealth than th*e mass; their fades were 
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solemn their eves nnobsoivhnt and Slow Before 
and above ill these' thousands, at the end of the 
great hill, was a vast platform of wood like a stage 
Then was an organ upon it vetv high rt aching to 
the roof tlu j ift of some one 01 otlio who had eot 
wealth rnpidlv m tht gambling and (In ltmg of our 
time Ph< rt was furtlvei upon this platform a table 
covered n ith a red ( loth and two long ions of chairs 
So lone as flit plitlorm rtmamol onpty, a iiumm 
with mild batons pb\ed upon tht organ to tnltr- 
tain tlie ponnlut But when a sin ill sidt door 
ojiened and tlx htad of a sort of small proiossion 
app< ired lit ( e iscd and the dying awa\ of Ills mu 'at 
was tuoohd by stniros of thteis Of all those 
thou lands mor< than h df io-a- to theu fu t, and tin n 
otlxrs nul othos till marly ill wm staivlm , md 
tht bull ok of tb< woimn wert v ery audible above 
the of no nows \1 the i otntr ot the gallm above 
the platform a \oung It m daikliairol man with 
fit rt t tagtrtvti hissed continually tins noisi also 
was notiu dil among tht rest 

Dm uopnrits of thii public nlamour hlttl slowly 
on to the stag* I tr*it t tmt in dthrly and corpu- 
le ait rum m a nuiovv shut fiont sh i el hkt a V, 
and ho mg on the w usttoat of bn cutting rlothts 
a gigintu eoldoi tliam Hi was bald Ins bt ard was 
whitt and he tumid round continually as though 
making obosaint to those who iollowi d Hiest 
wot a mah of xmddlt agt* with hair .is light as straw 
and Watt ry weak eyts , another of Jewish blood 
with crisp hau, qunk, akrt t|(e, and an an of deci- 
sion about him 

Both of tlwse last were Lords, and with them 
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came the central figure of that evening, the Poli- 
tician. 

This man was not yet fifty. His eyes perpetually 
roved from point to point of the hall as ho came in, 
His features were rietirmineft and strong, but his 
mouth unsteady : it moved as nervously as did his 
eye's, and he clasp'd and unclasped Ins hands con- 
tinually. His frame was well built ---it was evident 
his health was good. His walk and manner and 
everything about him betrayed an intense concen- 
tration of interest in one thing, and might equally 
be said to have betrayed an ignorance of all others. 
This thing was the old complex and curious scheme 
of ]K)litual action with .Is vague ceaseless phrases, 
its eonnotat ion of great wealth, the partial immunity 
of its aetors from the action of law, and the' pleasure’s 
ol administiution and ol distant praise which it can 
bring ; not could anv one have said, not even she 
who had borne him (and who si ill lived), wliich c»i 
the varied aspects of this old moribund thing pleased 
him most. For it all pleased him : the praise — the 
architecture of Westniinstir- -the little feminine 
inn igues the greasiuess of officials- the work in 
Whitehall — the r^ffney. But on the whole, perhaps 
.most of all-- 1 Ifc money. He was long past that 
phase, in such a life when the future may be doubtful : 
he was secure. But twenty-five years filled with 
poignant anxiety in tin pursuit of that which he 
had attained had lett him, as 1 have said, unable 
to control his eyes or his hands. 

After him trooped in the notabilities who were to 
sit upon the platform. Some ol these also (as the 
modem national custom demands) were women. 



380 ‘ THE ETE-WITNESS. 

Oik* was of the very centre of the governing class, 
the wife of the Jewish peer, The otheis were 
women of the middle classes and the difference 
between the two was very noticeable, for the 
aristocrat did everything with a studied ease and 
repose, indistinguishable from that of an actress, 
while those of the middle class suffered somewhat 
All these women wert dressed in an expensive 
mannoi 

The corpulent man who presided upon that even- 
ing rose and spoke a few minutes m a hu-k\ voice, 
introducing the principal figprt which sat then next 
him, behind the icd table, smiling (and smiling 
nervously) at the ciowil 

When the coipulint man corpulentlv sat down, 
theie was a great clapping of hands which lasted 
almost as long as had his little speech and whin 
the Politician rust the (heenng began again as it 
had when he intrud Then was the same roar of 
welcome and pude from the* thousands, the same 
slmll noist tnmi the women, and {.he* same long hiss 
from tin young eager man who favoured not the* 
Politinan but hi unde ind brother who sat opposite 
lnm m the Home of Common*- lor this young 
man woiktd all da\ long amid the noise of machines, 
drank lea, alt ill eookeel food, and at night, by a 
gas-jet in hi-> bale loom, lead books written b\ 
German atheists but translated mto English and 
sold at six] >e nee These* taught him the nature 
and origin of all things and m his vic*w the Poh- 
tioan was the champion of all things evil, but his 
brother and his uncle the champions of all things 
good. 
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The Politician, still smiling nervously, put up one 
hand to moderate too great a zeal in the affection of 
his fellow citizens : when the shouting came to an 
end, he began to speak. 

His voice was singularly pleasing. It was modu- 
lated in many tones, and had in it a sort of sympathy, 
as though he were speaking to one, and not to many ; 
yet not his voice was the chief wonder, but the 
things he, said with it. 

He told them tirst how fateful was the moment, 
for that England had now to choose between the 
two principles upon which the fate of nations in- 
variably depended ; and pointed out the immediate 
disasters which would follow the one choice (to 
which his audience was not inclined), and the 
great life of vision and of splendour which would 
follow the other course, to which they were already 
pledged. 

When he had thus emphasised the greatness of the 
great occasion on Which they found themselves, he 
proceeded to relate their qualities and virtues, show- 
ing how judgment, patriotism, a readiness for sacrifice 
and an aptitude to do had ever characterised them- 
selves and him, 4^or did lie omit to add that these 
* . 
"advantages were in part due to the special *and 

. peculiar affection which their Creator felt for such 
as himself and them. And this, to the accompani- 
ment of shouts of agreement- he exemplified, con- 
trasting their greater wealth, their more sober lives, 
their keener intelligence, their far more conspicuous, 
courage against, the lesser and meaner accidents of 
foreigners, and while he admitted that in all these 
his audience and himself were nearly approached 
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by the people oi the United States, whom lie called 
Anglo Saxons, and whom lie affirmed to be the 
cousins ot JmnstH and ot those who heard him, yet 
he would not yield i palm even to thes< 

He had now spoken lor iorty minutes and ap- 
pi oar lied mo u definite themes 1 01 an hour he 
debated the importance oi a a i tain law which 
had something of uuu<al power m its men* name. 
The elhrt of th< law was such that ,tht nch 
and pool would n nnm m then respective sta- 
tion'- , <\er^ time tin name of that law craped 
bun the meal audit na was moved as though h j 
mnsit . 

1 b would horn time to time, hit from a miall 
pile of sheets upon the fable a quotation liom the 
words of an opponent oi a colleague conuinmg 
this inatbi jeaduie those ot his brollm and Ins 
nun famt ms unde with a Jhm nng ot contempt, as 
oi soeu Hang hateful, but ihovMif ludust cousin, 
his pm ite semtau and lus mother's second hus- 
band with the sound appimaJ of a judgment lived 
and non ik 

The gu it dead also wen piesyd mb) his service, 
and h\ quoted the n tines of thow * ho had b ft their 
unmistakable stamp upon that soit oi occupation 
m winch he was linn-elf for the moment occupied, 
and who, like himself, enjoyed the money, the 
security, and the vivacious play that accompany 
this iorm of achievement 

These gKMt names he used also m another manner, 
which was to obtain repose. For when his voice 
weakened a httle, he had but to mention in a loud 
and pui titular manner one ot three oi foiu speakers 
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who would were they now alive, presumablv stand 
in his division of public action, to ohtant many 
minutes ot clapping md shouting duunf which hu 
voice might tak< n st fh ended with a sentence 
the intonation of which was that of the ekrgv when 
the v 7 ait m pursuit of the ir piohsMon il iftairs md 
the wmeh composing which wen no toss than a 
cotiloguc of the great virtues 1 mean tolerance, 
meres jiutru coin rge the lose of freedom and the 
semee of*om s countrs lie sit down to tin aecom- 
p< rmnont oi more now a<* probnged as tint to 
which fir hul rwn and the sounp mm at the 
cornu of the gdkiv foieot to bus so profoundly 
had the spuch impressed hu soul 

The p d htuopran f oid rou and told a humorous 
c tor\' to lihMmie his jv it ion F Ik auehenee who 
had often heard this stois before hughe d with a 
{anubar pkisuie. 

The Jewish Lord °poke next lisping i Li t It but 
making hr- j oints <b u d o eomuntd the 

gieatnes*- of the virtue 1 - ot theue bctoie [mu 

Next a woman spoke in i ttndei m tuna, and 
bi ought m the pusou of the Smougn md the 
KosallamiU dul omit to hung m also 

# a detail of moi w on which dir was unfortunately 
mad 

* The coipulcnt gentleman asked for questions, 
and a burl^ man standing at the luck ol the hall 
asked the Politic tan whether nations did not prosper 
under the condition of justice freedom and tolera- 
tion * The r< ply was m the affirmative 

A Jitth , excitable man next jumped up, and began 
a violent harangue agamst usuiy and was thrown 
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out ; but not without great difficulty, for his energy 
was amazing. 

A pawnbroker proposed a vote of thanks to 
the chairman. Next poetry was proppsed —the 
audience sang, the platform parsed away, and all 
departed, some fighting at the doois. 
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